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Farmington Hills actor stars in three ‘Forbidden’ roles

BY JOANNE PORRETTA
BPRCIAL WRITER

Farmington Hills resident Eric
Gutman is enjoying success as
understudy for the two male
Ieads in “Forbidden Broudway,”
which is currently running at
the Century Theatre downtown
through Feb, 13.

Gutmnn, son of Howard and
Karen Gutman of Farmington
Hills, marked his professivnal
theater debut last yeor, appear-
ing in “Forbidden Hollywood”
ond the holiday scason’s “Forbid-
den Christmas™ ; both shows also
ran at tho Century Theatre. The
three “Forbidden” productions
are spoofs satirizing popular
Broadway and Hollywood shows
and movies, and in the Christ-
mas version, the show pokes fun
ot holiday movies, atbume and
television specials.

The characters portrayed and
apoofed by Gutman in his two
Forbidden roles #o far have
ranged from his favorite, Roberto
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Bonlgni, 1o the much more d:m-

known as the Little Gem, a

cult Whoopi G
to Gutman, ecach panrnyul
requires a atrong comedic tone,
accompanied at timea with song
nnd dance. And nntics,

Forbidden Hollywood

*In Forbidden Hollywood, 1
understudied for roles, which
connisted of Keanu Reeves,
Leonardo DiCaprio — and w.'re
just tearing apart Titanic, and
also Austin Powers, Mel Gibson,
and thon clnssics like Humphrey
Bogart and Gene Kelly. And
then you get to Roberto Benigni,
and you're climbing on the
chairs in the audience, It's juat a
wonderfut show.”

Gutman auditioned for the
shows six days after he graduat-
ed from Western Michigan Uni-
veraity's Music Theater Perfor-
mance program, at which time
he waa approached by producera
looking for tocal talent. The
threc shows have run at the
Century Theatre, otherwiae

TV Boxheads: From left, Dunya Najim,

a scene from “Play of the Century.”

Hospice offers
grief support

Arbor Hozpice announces the
formation of two grief support
groups.

New Pathways is a six to
eight week support group for
ndults who are experiencing
grief due to the denth of a love
one. Group members learn
about the grief process while
azining emotional support. The
Northville group will meet
Tucsdays 2:30 p.m, to 4 p.m,
beginning this week to Feb. 29
ot First United Methodiat
Church, 777 W. Eight Mile.

For adults who are grieving
the death of a parent, a support
group will meet Tuesdays 7.8:30
p.m. this week through Feb. 29
at the Arbor Hospice residence.

The groups are frec. Duna-
tions are welcome.

Arbor Hospice also offers var-
ious age and need apecific sup-
port groups, including groups
which address the spectal needs
of grieving children. To register
or for more information, call
(248) 348-4980.

smalter d to
Detroit's Gem Theatro.

Performing in anything “For-
bidden® is an excelleat oppoitu-
nity for a theater actor, accord-
ing to Gutman, since the trilogy
is well known in New York and
has been running there for 18
years,

Gutman snid his marketabili-
ty on Broadway will have
increased because he is the rare
“Forbidden” actor who knows
both male parta in all three
shows, After his current show
closes, Gutman plans to move to
the Bxg Apple.

Another asset Gutman is
eager to bring to New York is kis
newly acquired Actor’s Equity
Associntion membership card.
This says he is a professional
actor, wha must be paid a union
snlary and henefita. According to
Gutman, the Equity card may
help open doors anywhere
nationally.

Equity is a must

“To be on unything on Brond-
way right now, you need to be
Equity. To be of-Brondway, you
need to be Equity. And the big
showa do have non-Equity cast-
ing calls, but it’s to the point
where you're literally in line at
six in the morning and you'll
wait for five hours outside, just
to try to get to an Equity audi-
tion. With this, 1 can flash the
card and get an audition time,
ond I'm set. It's a huge differ-
ence. | get to professionally be
an actor. It's just the most won-
derful feeling in the world, 1
wake up every morning and
count my blessings.”

Gutman enjoyed his childhood
forays into performing — playing
a toy guitar in fourth grade, per-
forming aa a child sweating
inside a Toto coatume in “The
Wizard of Oz,” his first big role
in cighth grade as Danny Zulko
in “Grease,” These experiences
eventually led him to study act-

Beat generation: Kim Baughman, Lana Butris, Theo Collins, Laura Fields-Som-
mers and Jason Vincent perform.
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ing. After a move from California
at nge 14, he attended Harrison
High School and there wns part
of Harrison's award-winning
muorching band. His veice and
electric guitar were featured in
renditions of *Toramy” by The
Who. Aleng with rock guitar, he
is alse proficient in finger pick-
ing and classical guitar, as well
ns piano, banjo, percussion and
bass guitar.

He carned a bachelor of fine
arts degree at WMU. His
favorite university end summer
stock credits include "Angels in
America,” “Assassins” and
“Argenic and Old Lace.” for
which he won the Region 111
American College Theatre Fosti-
val Irene Ryan Awnrd. Other
honors include a 1897 Theatre
Guild Scholarship, the 1899 Bev-
erly Belson Muaic Theatre Schol-
arship and the 1880 WMU Presi-
dential Scholar award.

With the recent addition of the
Equity card, Gutman is hoping

The place to be to view the Int
century was Hillside El t

to add to his resume. When
asked of his chances, Margaret
Koltz, a longtime Farmington
Hills piano instructor, said of
her former student: “We're goini
to be hearing about Eric Gut-
man.”

fifth-graders review 20th century in play

the moon.
Caet luded Peter

School for “The Play of the Cen-
tury.” The play was performed
by the fifth-grode students in
Suc Patee’s clans.

This play was written and
directed by Sue Patee and was
presented from the point of view
of a little bug called Y2K. The
music was provided by vocal
music teacher Dale Phillips and
choreographed by the students
und their teacher, Sue Patee.

There waos something for
everyone in the audience to
relate to — fram a 90-year-old
great-grandmather to school-age
aiblings. Ench decade was well
represented with headlines,
songs and dance numbers.

Grandparents remembered
“rocking around the clock™ as
parents tried to forget disco. The
hendlines made you remember
where you were when a war
caded, when JFK was shat, and
the first footsteps were taken on
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Interviewers: Theo Collins and Dan Phipps are net

Anthony, Ku-n Baughman, Lana
Buttris, Theo Collins, Megan
Duran, Nick Eason, Toby
Eidnes, Laura Evangelista,
Loren Evola, Laura Fields-Som-
mers, Jessie Gillis, Alban Gjeta,
Sarah Kaberline, Daniel Kipper,
Noah Lipson, Dunya Najim, Dan
Phipps, Megan Roitman, Abdul-
Rahmun Shukairy, Cerly Todd
and Jason Vircent.

Parents provided props thut
made the sets come alive with
rotary phones, an nuthentic
19308 radio, 3-D glasacs and
record albuma, Flapper cox-
tumes, the dyed skirts and beads
gave a air of authenticity to the
dance numbers, which included
“You're a Grand Old Flag.” the
“Churlestown.” “Buogie Woogic
Bugle Boy” and “Stayin® Alive.
The finale, “One Moment in
Time,” wos a moving iribute to
the effect each one of the chil-
dren will have on the future.

casters in “The Play of the Century.”
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with a simple Will...
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or you have assets worth at least
.you awe it 1o yourself--and your famuly--to get
che facts on living ceuses, If you think you're protected
think again...A Will gasranress that
your estate will go through probate, which means that yous
tamily may noc be able to take potsession of your estate for

Plus, if your cstate is over *67 5,000, your tamily may owe
cseate taxes which cauld amount to 37-95%

FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINAR

“What You Ought to Know About Living Trusts”

(What you don’t know conld cost your family thousands of dollars!)
This means that yout fanuly may have to sell somc
assets just to pay the cstate taxes!

A biving trust avaids all his by avoiding probare and
minimizing estate axes. Plus, a living eeuse witl protoco
youe estate if you becomw ancapacitated during your hictim
by avoncling 3 s omervarrship. This means that your sate
will be managead as yoa sec [it, Nt s 8 court-appointd

puardian sees fit

Tis find out more about che benefits of living teuses,
artend one of these tree seminans. ..
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