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{FIBY

ith 1999 a fading mem-

ory, wo look back at

w some of the major
gvents that were publicized over
the past 12 months in the pages

of the communivy life section of
the Farmington Obsesver. Here'
what went on. .

Januvary

A sclf-described "directionally
challonged” rchool librarian
turned her disability into the
topic for n new book, Linda
Greliin, on staff at Hillel Day
School in Farmington Hills,
odmitted “I would never go out
somowhere without intense
preparation.” Her book, “I'll
Never Get Lost Again - The
Complete Guide to Improving
Your Sense of Dircction,” was
published by RDR Books
($12.95)

Tino Jensen wos lauded for
community vol iem by

i A i
Miss Farmington: Lesiie
Reirltbald has become a

being named the 1999 Farming-
ton Area Citizen of the Year.
Sponsored solely by the Farm-
ington erea Jaycees for the firat
time, the banquet was held at
the Gler Oaks Country Club.
The Junior Womens Club, Farm-
ington Familics in Action, the
Longacre House and Farmington
Public Schools have benefited
from Jensen's tireless volunteer
efforts over the past two
decades.

February

A pilot program at Farmington
High Schoo! got students to focus
on a five-year plan for succens -
Winning Futures, a school-com-
munity mentorship program.
‘The two-month progrum encour-
nged students to create a five-
yenr plan for success, Fifty stu-
dents took the challenge, Senior
Mearshall Williams took the
grand prize: a $1,000 scholarship
und the use of a Chevrolet
Corvatte for a weck.
March

Yael Waxman, from the
Michigan Isracl Connection,
squared off with May Seiklay, n
Wayne State University profes-
qur of Paleatinian hictory, at the
Hirmingham Temple in Farm-
ington Hills for a ionate

) on eating
disorders.

are raising preschooler Shelly.

For the sccond year in a row,
two carldnds of Mercy High
School seniors hended for the
hills of Kentucky te work with
Habitat for Humanity to build
homes for poor familics. Some of
the girls said a traditional spring
break was a waste of time, “This
will leave us with a good feeling
that will last a Jong time,” said
Mnuveen McBonald, cno of the
volunteers,

Robert Pioponburg, art
department chairman at Oak-
tand Community College,
Orchard Ridge campus, was
named the 1999 Farmington
Artiat in Residence. Ha is o
ceramicu inatructor, an artist
and the author of three books.
May Arvo, a longtir.e communi-
ty volunteer as well as an nceom-
plished singer, was honored with
the Service to the Arts award.

May

Farmington Hills game maker
Ellic Keils continued her battle
with corporate ginnt toy maker,
Ty Inc., maker.of Beanie Babies,
with her board game, “The
Beanie Chase,” Sued for copy-

debate. Thelr topic: Can there be
a peaceful soluticn to the Isracli/
Palestinian conflict? Whilo both
aides ngreed peace is gorely
needed, thero was no conscnsus
on whether pence is possible,
iven the current conditions in
the Holy Land.

TV's Suzanne Somera told an
audience wt Adat Shalom syna-
rorue in Farmington Hills a grit-
ty tale of her early life with on
nbusive aleoholic father, Before
1,000 women attending the
Choicea event nf the Womens
Allied Jewish Campaign, Somers
revenled much of the contents of
her published autobiography,
“Keeping Sverets,”

right infri t, Keils wos
allowed to recoup her $100,000
investment but not profit from
the game. After she totally
revamped the game, now called
*The Bean Bag Chase,” Ty, Inc.
came after the harried home-
maker a second time. In the end,
Keils won her second legal battle
but decided to drop her game
idea altogether because of the

stress.

Bharon Hgin Gaber, co-
owner of Hearts & Roses Florist,
was honoved as the 1899 Athena
Award winner in o program
gponsored by the Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce.
Hain-Gaber was selected from a
field of six cn'ndidntcs for her

ism, work
with her church and the Nation-
al Aspociation of Women Busi-
ness Owners. The award is pre-
sented annually in cooperation
with Bob Saks Oldsmobile.

June

Radio listeners rediscovered
popular lengtime on air person-
ality Jimmy Launce, who lives
in Farminglon Hiils, at WYUR-
AM 1310 radio. He retired at
yenr's end.

The St. Vincent and Sarah
Figher Center honored Bozell
Worldwide Inc. with an award
for volunteer group of the year.
Advertising agency Bozell was
honored for giving time and tal-
ent to gupport various center

Suzanne Somers

April

A new foster mom tald what
it’s like to bo a parent to a little
girl. She and her husband found
the road to ndoption through tho
feater parenting program of the
St. Vincent and Sarah Fighor
Center. “Its the most rewarding
thing we've ever done,” said
Texas trangplont Gayle Chap-
~ pull, who with husband, Tom,

e e

July

Lesilo Reinbold, a Michigan
State junior majoring in journal-
ism, was crowned Miss Farming-
ton/ Onklend County in the 26th
annual local pageant, which was
held at Viadimirs,

The Farmington Hills Senior
Activity Center celebrated its il-
ver anniversary: 25 years worth
of programming for local senior
citizons. The center storted in
1974 as The Gathering Place

Radlo personallty: Industry veteran Jimmy Launce
found a new home for his r‘md~day show at WYUR. He
has since retired from radio.

and hus a‘yel]ed into a multi-

she avercame her past and now

with &
homa base in the Costick Activi-
. ties Center.

August

Farmington area residents
began mulling cver the repercus-
sions of Y2K Szntiracnts ranged
from complete oblivion to amass-
ing everything from food to fuel
to herd cash, It inspired West
Bloamfield busi Ric!

works p: lly with other
victims of abuse. Zonta financial-
ly supports the Fiiat Step Shel-
ter of western Wayne County, a
refuge for battered women and
their children,

. A local family, the Marting,

described tho relief Angels Place
has brought them in providing a
permanent home for their devel-
opmentally disabled adult
daugh fiv Christ-

mentor, ilde Reduer, before
learning she had luag cancer.
Ms, Feayo died in November,

October

Joyce Williamson and
Wayna Nowela proved that love
can be oy swcet the second timn
around. After 50 years of {ricnd-
ship and happy marriages to
othors, tho widow aad widower
became husbend end wifo in n
d by former

Holigman tn open the Y2K
Warchouse in Farmington Hills.

Farmington' Hille singer and
songwriter Rufus Harris kicked
off the firat free concort in the
park on the grounds of the historic
Warmer Mansion. Free hot dogs,
beverages and balloons rounded
cut the evening, as well #s a clown
to entertain youngster.

September

Judith Barr, o demestic
abuse survivor, told members of
tho Farmington area Zenta Club
about her early life with an ahu.
sive, alecholic father and how

inn organization provides homes
in the metro aren for develop-
mentally disabled adults and
had just opened a residence in
Farnington Hille,

Two guod friends — production
company co-owner Koz Cooper-
man and Farmington comedi-
ensie Alico Faye — talked usbout
their bottles with cancer. Coop-

Farmington Mayor Blary Bush,

Moms In Touch Internclional
spread to the Farmington area
where groups of mothera assem-
ble on a regulnr basis to pray for
their children and their echooln.
The non-denomirational inter-
faith group has a goal: to have
moms praying for kids in every
U.8. echoul by 2003.

Rei Mias Far

erman raised public 108

about breast cancer when her
own battle was publicized in sev-
cral segments of WXYZ-TV news
with Robble Timmoens. Come-,
dienne Faye hod raised money
for Gilda's Place in honor of her

Leslie Reinbold candidly spoke
about her long battle with the
eating disorder anorexia, In the
aftermath, & number of young
girls confided to their parents
similor problems with anorexie
or bulimnin.

Two Farmington Hills kids,
Mary Malanoy and Rlatt
Daigler, both students at Qur

dy of Sorrows vehool, at: in
the Michigan Opera Theutre pre-
duction of *Werther” with famed
Italian tenor Andren Bocelli

Nevember

The Farmington Hills senior
fenter ran a program matching
middle school kida with senior
citizens to tezch the older folks
how to uae the Intornet and
other computer skiila. It proved
to he a mutunlly beneficial pro-
gram.

The Ecumenical Institute for
Jewigh Christiun Studies, which
works to foster harmony and
understanding among people of
differant religions, held its firat
auction, which was conducted by
Park West Galleries.

The annual Festival of Trecs
held at Cobo Hall tranaformed a

Here’s a look back at what happened in 1999

*
B
Tina fonsen, Chtlsn of tho Yoor

sterile ballroom into a winter
wonderland with tho help of
hundreds of artsy metro uren
residents. All proceeds went to
Childrenu Hospital of Michigan |
rescarch programag.

December
Hunukkab, the Jewish Festival
of Lights, wns Dee, § to Dee. 11
and featured n myriad of activi-
tiea. Bais Chaved synagogue in
Farmington Hilia erected a large
outdoor menorah to remind
pascershy of the religious heliday.
Three hundred party-goors
enjoyed the third annual holiday
tea sponsored by the Farmington
Hills senior center. It featwed a
Victorian fashion chow with a
wide array of buotles, hoops,
ratin, lace and bonnets — ell-
modeled by Mercy High seniora.
The St. Vincent and Sarah
Fisher Center celebrated a suc-
cessful completion of its $4 mil-
lion capital campaign. The
money wus used for the first ren-
ovation of six 1920s" era residen-
tinl cottages, which house 60
apecial needs children.
—~Compiled by Mary Rodrique

Introductory ceedit o
rate for twalve mantha®

Nt introductory
credit ine ratn “rough 12600

Thero's 0o much you canh buy and do aftar consolidating your billa with a Huntlngion
Homo Equity Credit Line, Home Equity Loan or Personal Loan. In faot, dootding how lo

use nll your extra money oach month may become part of the fun.
Call toll-fres 1-877-480-2343 or vislt o-Bank® at www.huntington.com

a5 823 ) Huntimgten

Banking. Investments, Insurance.
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