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RUTH MOEHLMAN
Greece, Turkey
offer great
architecture

¢ sailed noar the sites of the
; ancient werld on a benutiful
white ship to welcome in the

new century, The year 2000 srrived
seven hours earlier in Athens than it
did in Farmington Hills, Lasers and
fircworks erupted at the Acropolis
where the ancient ruins have influ-
enced the modern world for centuries,
Greek architecture was copied in
, Greek Revival style when Farmington
was settled in 1824, The grand
columns and distinctive style of
ancient Greek architecture ure evi-
dent in buildings around the world, In
Greoce and Turkey where we visited,
they are still building Greek style
using post and beam construction.
This type of eonstruction has heen
replaced here in the U.S. by other
methods.

Part of dowry

Because so many buildings are par-
tinlly finished in Greeee and Turkey
the method of construction is evident.
vere told that some of these
buildings take years to finish. Many
are started when a daughter is born
and finished as part of her dowry
when she marries. They do not have
Amecrican-style mortgages in those
countrica. Tho families must have the
moaney up front.

When the nncient ruins were
uncarthed in the early 1800s, they
scemed to follow n pattern throughout
the nncient world. In Athens, Rhodes,
Crete and Istanbul, a temple was
built high upan a hill Tn the sncient
cities nround the temple were gymnn-
wiums, public baths and markets. In
Ephesus, o whole town was found
where parts of the market, library
and even a brothel were discavered.

The streets were made of marble
beeause marble, so plentiful in that
part of the world, is an inexpensive
materinl there. The columns in the
ancient sites were made of meny dif-
ferent stanes, rounded and piled on
top of each ather, then plastered over.
Then they were painted.

Enrthquaker nnd wars toppled
these ancient cities even if they were
high on hills and surrounded by pro-
tecting walls. In Crete the oldest city
was discovered and the ruins were
unearthed by Sir Arthur Evana, a
British archeologist, around 1900,

Ahead of its time

Four thousand years ago, in biblical
times, the Minoan palace had modern
indoar plumbing, beautiful frescoes
and paintings on the watls. Water
was supplied by a mountain mpring
and piped to the site. A sanitary sys-
tem serviced the complex. The
Minoans traded with the rest of the
ancient world and their wealth wos in
great ccrl\mlcjnm of oil, wines, grains
and honey which were buried along
with everything clac in a great earth-
quake.

A lot of speeulntion has been made
about the Minoan culture but the
Minoan languagn has not been trans-
lated yet.

In modorn Athenn, the city is sur-
rounded by stone mountains so it
can't expand outward. It ia very
crowded. A city oniginally of less than
100,000 ia now inhabited by fous mil-
lion people. The streets are very nor-
row nad traffic is & problem. Some
individunls mnnoge to acoot through
traffic on moturbikes which leave the
slow traffic hehind. !

QOur guide explzined that Athons is
o gront place to socializo at coffee
haurcs and reataurants, McDonalde
are all over the city, as are Pizza Huta
#nd American soft drinks., Unfortu-
nately, there is extensive graffiti
which was copied from American
mavies, according to one source.

In Greece, they grow olive treen,
some uvver 200 yoars old. They make
olive oil and cure the olives. Thoy also
have sheep and goate and make beau-
tiful wool gorments and rugs. Thoey
wmeke coramics.

The Greeka have alwaya been
invoived with the sea and commerce
from the days of the city statua to pre-
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Former Miss Kansas
Jjoins local pageant

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAFY WIUTER
mrodrque@oc.homecamm.not

The newest addition to the Miss Farm-
ington Pageant Board of Directors is a for-
mer Miss Kansas, Jennifer Parks,

Parks, 24, moved to Westland from her
home state last July to pursue a sports
administration degree ot the University of
Michigan,

Ginny Morris, longtime Farmington
pageunt executive director, met Parks
through a mutual acquaintance in the
pageant industry.

“Ginny has a groat organization here,”
said Parks. “She has invited me to many
appearances and recently nsked me to be
on the board of directors.

“It's a neat cxperience for me to see how
(the pageant) works in another state, It's
interesting because I can look at it from a
contestant’s point of view. I'd liko to see the
5irls graw through the process. Misa Ameri-
ca throws opportunities at them, I'll be
there to help them grab every opportunity
and run with it

“Thore's so much to take advantage of. 1
want to help the girls reach their goals.”

Runner-up to Miss America

Parks was firat runner-up to Miss
Kanasas, Tara Holland, in 1886, Holland
wae crowned Misa America in the national
pageant in Atlantic City that year and
Parka stepped into the role of Mias Kansas,
She entered the Kansas pageant again last
year and waa third runner-up aa well as
winnor of the Tara Holland Community
Service award, which is endowed with a
£1.000 scholarship.

I was one sumester away from a broad-
casting degree at Kansas Stato Ugiversity
when I changed to aports administration,”
said Parks, n Wichita nalive and the eldest
of three daughters of Rick and Terry Parks.

“I played volleyball two years in college
and three sparts in high school ~ volleyhall,
basketball and track.”

Baton twirling is her major area of exper-
tise; she's had 18 years training and has
won seven national titles. She also has o
doxen yoara of gymnpstics oxperienca.
Parks hopes Lo teack baton twirling while
in Michigan, She also holds a job s assis-
tant to the chief aperntmg officer for
Coughlin Lomsuu Tay]

*Togd Lipa (director of YouLn and Family

* 3ervices) and Ginay Morris were among

the first peopln I met here,” she enid. "They
are really super. I went to the Picnic in tha
Park luot summer and I met the current
Mias Farmington, Leatie Reinbald.”

Whils she was Miss Kansos, Parka had
the opportunity to speak to 85,000 children
in the state on AIDS awareness. That was
her contest platform. All pageunt contes-
tants must have a social issue platform.
Miss Farmington Leslie Reinbold’s plat.

Jonnlfor Parks

form is eating disordery.

“We nlso talked nbout drug and alcohol
abuse, The program is in collaboration with
Kansas Childrens Service Leaguoe and
funded by the government. Its a good way
to get the messoge into the achools,” Parks
said. *I could see samething slmllar hap-

pening here”

Parks would tike to break down the
stereotypes about the Miss America
pageant.

Promoting competition

"Aa 2 board member, I'm here to promote
ull the wonderful lessons to be learned
through tho Miss America pageant. Some
people don't understand pageants, The
socinl plntforms the girls adopt, the person-
al growth they experience...it’s wonderful.

“When Laslie (Reinbold) goes to compete
for the title of Misa Michigan, she's renlly
going to a glorified job interview. It's an
opportunity far growth. Pageanta one a lot
of work physically and emotionally.”

Ginny Morria calls Jenrifer “our pageant
embassador.” She recalls meeting her for
the first time at Family Day in the Park
last summer. It is one of the eventr co-
sponsored by the pageant.

~She came over and ptarted making cot-
ton candy. She went to ploy with the kids.
She (it right in immediately; she's very
down 10 carth. We've kept in contact. She
knowa what it's all about. She has a lot of
ideas and she’s so much fun, She will be
warking with the contestants, We are very
fortunate to have her here.”

M From the Farmington
Hills City Council to the

*“when Far Hils
was a township and not yet a city,”
is still deeply committed to g

cé and
countlen commltwe posts,
Jody Soronen has worn
many hats.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
HTAYF WRITER
mrodrique@oe.homocomm.net

Jody Soronen is the Farmington area
Jaycees Citizen of the Year for 2000,

For the longtime community activist,
it's \a case of the
shoo being on the
other foot. As execu-
tive diroctor, of the
Farmiongton-Farm-
ington Hilla Cham-
ber of Commorce for
18 yoars, she over-
saw the annual citi-
zen relection process. The Jaycees took
over that responsibility last year.

“After having been on the other side
of it for many years, it was a nico sur-
prise,” aaid Soronen, who left tho

myriad of causes.

She's a momber of the Farmington
Pubtic Schools Community Partnership
Advisory Council, Woodbrook Home-
owners Assoclation, First Presbyterian
Church, Farmington Exchange Club,
and Farmington Hills Beautification to
name but n few. 8

Council veteran

A threo term veteran of the Farming-
ton Hills City Council first clected in
1877, including two years as mayor, it
would be accurate to call her one of the
original movers and shakers of the
community.

“Half the roads weren't paved back
then ~ 13 Mile, Halsted, Drake. Now
you can't get out of the subdivisions.
All these people have discovered these
wonderful northwestern suburbs.

“We watched vacant land turn into
subdivisions, Northwestern Highway
and Orchard Lake Road turn into com-
mercial and offico mnmn, “she said.

chamber last year. “I was th

She da the issue was

surprised. Why would I ever think I'd
be cligiblo? They haven't run out of
good candidates,”

She was nominated by her predeces-

nnd continues to be water drainage.

“I don't know if all the building con-
tributed to the big floads, but I know
the clty is atiil concermsd with that.”

sor, Carleigh Flaharty, current cham- d about i
ber presia: That i was  busi troe removal from major
supported by several promi wem- | j street widening projects,

bers of the community, including
Frank Lauhoff, city managor; Mary

sower inctallntion, Soronen saw it all
up clnse and personal. She scrved as

Fi Downtown Development

Director in 1887-88, She was

Bush, F ; John
Grant, Hilla city il and mem-  Authori
bers of the b )

A 36y dent of the Woodbrook

Pleasc See Ci OF THE YEAR,

Some dads give out cigars or candy
to announce the birth of their child.

Farmington chiropractor Brian
Nocella wanted to go for something
heatthier. Lile fruit.

So when his wife, Jacqueline, gave
birth to their first child, Brice, six
years ugo, Nocelln handed out
bunanus - crate loads of them,

“We wrote on the (bananu) akin
with felt tip markera ‘Itn a bay.’ The
ink came off on everyone's hunds,” he
recalted with a chuckle.

Experience helped iron the bugs out
of the syatem. By the time the couples’
fourth child, Blake, arrived last
month, they had the fruit giving rou-
tine down to an art form.

Shiny red apples featured stickers
with tiny colored photoa of red-haired
Blake with the words “The apple of
our eye” printed with his birthdate,
Dec. 15, 1999. At the Farmington
Exchange Club where Nocella is a
mamber, the apples served as dessert
for the lunch meeting.

The years in between Brice and

Good and fruity

Blake festured the arrival of two girls
- Bailey, 6, who was horalded with
plump little clementine oranges and
Brianne, 2, who was welcomed with
fuzzy peaches her dad picked fresh
from the orchard.

“I'm in a heaith business, I had to
find something healthy,” snid Nocells,
whose chiropractic office is on Grand
River west of Farmington Road. “Of
course we had io rule out pincapples -
they were too big.”

After posing for a picture holding
the fruits that announced thuir births,
the Nocelln kids, except buby Blake,
atarted munching on their nmnesake
foods.

“1 love bananas,” said Brice, o
blond-haired first-grader. “I could eat
16 bananas a day.”

Bailey likes her namesake o1.ages
and all the kids like peaches, accord-
ing to their mom. Will more fruit be
added to the mix?

“Watch out in 2001; it's been one
every two years,” Nocella said with a
laugh.

"/

The clan: Brianne with peach and apple, Bailey with a clemen-
tine orange and brother Blake, and Brice with a hanana.
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