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Police seek information
on ‘pigeon drop’ suspects

BY Jonl HUBRED

firat person will show the bag
ETAFY WRITER .
jhubred@oe homecomm.net

to the victim and a second
person will come upon the
sceno acon nfterwards.

“The second person will say
he has n friend who's a
lawyer, and they will call
that person,” Whitcomb said.
“They all agréec to put up
good faith money for the
lawyer to hold it.”

The firsy person to with-
draw funds, of cuurse, is the
victim. .Once. his or. her
money has been commingled
with the, found:greh, ghe
scom artists will ak tobe.
taken to théir bank w.
similnr withidriwals. 22 7

At some*psint; they switch
the bng with the money for.a
bog full of cut paper, Whit-
comb said, and literally leave
the victim holding the bag.

People fall for the sounds-
too-good-to-be-true deal for a
variety of reasons, but ne
urged everyone and particu-
larly senior citizens to never
expect something for nothing.
The crooks generally offer a

fairly large sum of money

with no strings attached - a
kind of “windfall” profit.

Perhaps because they real-
ize the folly of their own
greed or gullibility, some peo-
ple may not report the crime,

“It's embarrassing,” Whit-
comb said. “That's what a con
man or scam artist depends
on. It gives them a little lead
time to get away.”

Because these crimes tend
to occur in clusters, he urges
citizens who know of or have

~heen_scammed to file a
 report: Information is also
‘uhand among neighboring
! law-enforcement agencies, |

" 'The suspects are deacribed
an twa black men in their
40s. One is 6 foot 1 and
weighn about 160 pounda.
The other is about 5-10 and
200 pounds. Both wore mus-
taches.

Anyone with infermation is
urged to call Farmington
Hills Police at (248) 473-
9600.

A 79-year-old Farmington
Hills man believed he was
helping a gentleman who
wanted to return to Africn
this weekend, but ended up
losing $3,000. i}

Crime Prevention Adminis-
trative Lt. Jim Whitcomb
said the victim was
approached by a man who
wanted o ride to a local
church. Therg, they met a
second man, who said he was
trying to get back to Africa.

With only a few variations,
Whitcomb said, it was o clos-
sic “pigeon drop” scam.

“Pigeon drops always
involved two people,” he snid.
“Working in concert, they
swindle the victim to get
whatever they can.”

Such incidents usually
happen in a store where
someone will “find™ a bag
filled with money, which gen-
erally shows some nign of
being ill-gotten booty. The

LI\IING TRUSTS ARE NOT WORKING AS PLANNED!

‘ADVANCED”
LIVING TRUSTS WORKSHOP

What your attorney may not have told you about your estate plan....
Inchuding
+ Learn why your Trust May Not work and how prabate may be in your future.
» Saving taxes with your Living Trust
 Strategles for reducing risk & maximizing returns with Your Living Trust assets

Presented by Paul j.educ, Financial Consultant
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Costick to speak at breakfast
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A decade of tradition will meet
the future of diversity Tucsday
morning in the fifth annual
Rainbow Recognition Awarda
Breakfast.

Sponuored by he Fnrmmg-

A council subcommittee
reviewed the inati early

B RAINBOW

this month and selected award
winncrs. In additiva, co-chairs
Karen Bolaon and Jimi Hall
selected o “Chair Aword® win-
ner, former Hills Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi.

The council formed 10 years

Hills
turnllMulurnc)ul Community
Council, the event will feature
guest apeuker former Farming-
ton Hills City Manager Bill
Costick, who helped found the
council 10 yeara ago. The council
initiated the event five years ago
to honor 30 people who have
lived the council's vision for
awareness and acceptance of
diversity in the community,
event chair Suzanne Paul said.

“These individuals arc singled
out for their work in the commu-
nity and living the principles of
the Multicultural/Multiracial
Council,” Paul said. “They were
nominated by their peers.”

ngo, foilowing alleged racinl inci-
dents hetween high achool stu-
dents, said Bolson.

“Some parents, city officials
and people from the achool dis-
trict decided to get togct.hnr and
talk about the issues,” she
explained. “Five years ngo, we
developed our guiding princi-
ples.”

The list, composed and
approved after extensive commu-
nity meetings, is a simple one:

1) Racial, religious, cultural
nnd ethnic diversity in our com-
munity will be respected, nur-
tured and celebrated.

2) We believe that heaithy
communitiea maintain a compre-

hensive and balanced program of
services which are epen and
nccessible to all citizens.

3) Wo believe in equal educa-
tionol opportunities.

4) We believe in equal employ-
ment opportunities.

5) We believe in equal access
to housing.

6) We believe in equally safe
neighberhoods,

Since fnrmu]ntmg those gonls,
Bolson said, the council has
worked wwnxd achieving them,
through activities, forums, work-
shops and programs Jike the
annual Rainbow Recognition
Awards Breakfast.

For more information or to
reserve a seat ut that event, call
(248) 421-8174. It begins ut 7:30
a.m. at the William Costick Cen-
tor, 28600 11 Mile Rond, Farm-
ington Hills. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door.
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Pillow Sale!
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The best of winter
Savings!
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Always priced right
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OUR “DESIGNER ON
CALL" DESIGNERS WILL BE
AVAILABLE TO ANSWER
YOUR QUESTIONS DURING
SAMPLE SALE

MICHIGAN DESIGN
CENTER, the resource
marketplace for the
interior design profession,
is home to 40 showrooms
offering extraordinary
home furnishings by the
most sought-atter names
in the interior furnishings
industry.

Sorma Showrooms Closed, dut
Tighted for your window viewing

Michigan Design Center, 1700 Stutz
Troy, 1§ kocated 3 biocks gast of
Coshdge, north of! of Maple

{15 Mite Road) 2486484772

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22

MICHIGAN DESIGN CENTER

Semii-Annual

Floor Sample Sale

, ~ SUNDAY, JANUARY 23

0°%
10%

LIST PRICES

NICHGAN

DSIGN
CENER

12 NOON-5 PM

THE VERY FINEST
INTERIOR
FURNISHINGS
FROM THE
FINEST
MANUFACTURERS!

« All items sold AS IS, alt
sales final

* Payments must ba made
by CASH OR CHECK: some
showrooms taking Visa or
Mastarcard

« You may take-with or
delivery arrangemants
must bo made at time of
purthase at customer's

expense; delivery must bs
atcepted within 10 days

Visit our website at
www.michigandesign.com

$4.00 Admission
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