Sunday
January 23, 2000

MONDAY

Meet: The Farmington
Hills City Council meets
at 7:30 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers, 31555
Orchard Lake Road.

Ralnbow: Multicultur-
al/Multiracial Council
Rainbow Breakfast, 7:30
a.m., William Costick
Center, 11 Mile Road.

ZBA: A meeting is set for
7:30 p.rn. in the Hills City
Council Chambers, 31555
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Hills police
view arrest
as crime link

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

Farmington Hills and Franklin police
have three people in custody who may be
responsible for burglaries not only in those

itice, but th gh southeast
Michigan,

Asuistant Palice Chief Charles Nebus
9aid Thursday that itema recovered after
the arrests included a safe, jewelry, elec.
tronics equipment and a pistol that provid-
ed a crucinl link between crimes in the two
cities,

“We wero notified by Franklin police
Wednesdry that they had recovered a
handpun at the scene of n burglary that we
hed listed ns stolen,” Nebus said,

The gun had been taken from the home
of a Secret Service agent. That burglary
was among a atring of recent burglories
that caught the nttention of Hills police in
late December and early January. The
crimes had similar aspecte in that doora
had been kicked in to gnin entry and pillow
cases were taken, Nebus said,

Franklin police caught anto the suspecte
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Thinking about a new car
or a good second car?
You'll find a huge selection
of auto ads in today’s
SRR
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~ Handlcapped man tells-in

By Ti™ SMITH
STAKY WIITER
tamith@oc.hoinccomm.act

Although Farmington ach»ol district
officials applauded Gov. John Engler
for putting a major emphasis on educa-
tion during Wednesday's “State of the
State™ uddress, they weren't sure he
did enough homework before facing the
cameras,

[ "] Local school officials gave kudos to Gov. John
Emﬂer for focusing on education in his State

f the State address. But they also saw prob-
lems with the governor’s proposed program
for the state and ils public school system,

“We ought to be happy he devoted
most of his apcech to educstion issues,”
said Farmington schools Superinten-
dent Bob Maxficld. “But I wish some of
the thinga he discussed would have
been discussed with local districts
ahead of time.”

Max(ield said he thought Engler's
views, especinlly on topics such as edu-
cation technology upgrades for Michi-

spirational story to students, A3

gan d led * ize-fit
all mentality,.. and we know that's not
the case,”

The Farmington school chief also
lamented that Engler's specch didn't
adequately racognize “that different
schoola have different needs.”

Englor's proposals to create Golden
Applo cash awards to improved achools
and o Principal's Bill of Rights to give
building sdministrators more power
did not sit well with M 1d

micks, and I think that might promote
manipulation” among schools and dis-
tricts trying to position themselves for
the awards,

‘The Principal's Bill of Rights appar-
ently would address what some call
top-heavy school administrations. But,
Muxfield added, giving principals more
nul}writy to hire ﬁnd fire, implement

About the Golden Apples, Maxficld
said the best way to bring about
improvement in schools is to “work on
the real busingss of teaching kids and
not gimmicka. I think bonuses are gim-

pe and lead build-
ing-level curriculum improvements
doesn’t allow for the fact somae districts
are doing a better job than others.
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Nikki finds way home, thanks to holiday rescue

BrAPY PUSOTO oY BILL BRESLER

Reunlon: Nikki the dog greets her rescuers during a reunion held Friday morning. Drivers and dis-
patchers who aided in the late December recovery are Darlene Vaccaro, Chris Corrie, Linda Harris,
Cherie Harper, Cathy Ashmead, Sharon James and Debra Carver. Nikki’s “mom"” is Darlene
Matusz. Nikki is held by Matt and Brett Matusz. The bus driver Nancy Gangnier (at right) who
played a key role in Nikki’s rescue, raises shelties like Nikki in her spare time.

Starting point

Everest survivor urges taking first step in life

By JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
jhubredétoc. homecomm.net

No one knows more about the will to
survive than Louis Kasischke.

‘The survivor of an ill-fated expedi-
tion to the top of Mount Everest, he
understands what it takes to face the
puinful and sometimes life-threatening
challenges abused children handle
every day. Thot's why he agreed to
donnte his time as the keynote speaker
at Thursday's Circle of Friends Lun-
cheon to benefit the Child Abuse and
Negtect Council of Onkland County
and Care House Children’s Center.

And more than ever, he understands
the importance of human kindness.

=it is particularly fitting that [ am
here today, sharing with you who are
peaple who care about other people and
by doing so, provide the strength of
others to have a better life,” Kasiachke
said.

In all, nine of those who set out in
April of 1996 to conquer the tallest
mountain in the world died. They loat
their lives to more than six miles of
unforgiving rock. ice and snow - an
altitude higher than many airplanes
fly, said the 56-year-old Bloomfield
Hills resident.

A veteran outdoorsman and adven-
turer, Knsischke believes o good life
comes frum netting and pursuing high
goals. For him, there was none higher
than the Nepal summit.

*“Gietting to the top of Everest ia like
the gold aedal of mountaineering.” he
said of his decigion to join the expedi-

¥ . tion.
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Recalling hs trok: Lou Kasischke is a survivor of Mt. Everest's
deadliest seasor.

Instead of standing on top of the
world, however, Kasischke found him-
self face to face with the most difticult
challenge of his life, and only 394 feet

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITIR
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

It's gotta be the best *dog-gone” story
of Christmas 1999.

At least, it is for two young West
Bloomficld brothers who attend private
school in Farmington.

And it’s all due to some “guardian
angels” they and their parents believe
are wearing Farmington Public
Schools bus driver uniforms.

It was 8 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 21, but
already Christmas was looking very
bleak to 10-year-old, teary-cyed
Matthew Mntusz and his mom Darlene
as they walked into the Farmington
Public Scheols bus garage. They had
come to drop off some fliers about the
family's missing Shetland sheepdog,
Nikki.

It all begun, they said, around noon
on Sunday, when Matt heard Nikki
crying and let the miniature collie-type
dog outside.

“I thought she'd stay with my hus-
band because she’s not a reamer,” Dar-
lenc explained.

*It's not typical of the breed,” the
{amily velerinarian would Iater affirm.

Regardless, when Darlene checked
back, Nikki hud been gone a half-hour.
*I'm thinking, ‘She just tock off after
something,” satd Darlene. But all soon
realized the dug had become confused
and was Jost.

The family, including younger broth-
er Brett, 9, scoured the neighberhood
around their Maple and Farmington
Roads home and called the West
Bloomfield police.

The only news: Officers said the 2-
year-old, 23-pound brown-and-white
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short of his goal. His very survival
seems miraculous — one of every five
people taking the six-week trek dies.

As he stood at the base of the moun-
tain, he feit excitement and an over-
whelming sense of humility, but alse
the nerve-jangling tension that eames
with the uncertainty of one'a own abili-
ty to overcome the odds.

“You don't accomplish any gosals in
life without a start,” Kasischke said.
“That's why I was there ~ to see if [
had what it takes to climb the highest
mountain in the world.”

Over the next 42 days, the expedition
preased on, conquering their first real
challenge: a 2,000-foot giaciil “icefnll.”
Climbers had to get past it early in the
moming before the sun loosened mns-
sive blocks of ice and sent them cascad-
ing down the side of the mountain.

“You only concentrate on your next
step,” Kasischke said. “Moving for-
ward. That'a what keeps you alive in
the icefall.”

Successful, by the simple measure of
being alive, the party next crossed the
Valley of Silence, walls of ice that pose
the dual threat of huge crevasses nnd
avatanches.

~The higher you gu, the more difficuit
things become,” Kasischke said. *If you
make a mistake, you fall a mile. The
temperature is 30 or 40 degrees below
zero before windchill ... and then you
ascend into thin air.”

At the highest part of the mountain,
oxygen ia cut to one-third the level of
normal air. A condition ealled *hypux-
in" sets in, accompanied by the crip-
pling symptoms of nausea, shortness of
breath, dizzinesa and an inability
ent or slecp.
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