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February primary: Quirky ballot counts only for GOP :

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS BERYICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

Lyndon LaRouche will win the
Democratic Party primary clec-
tion in Michigan Feb. 22. Donald
Trump will walk away with the
Reform Party balloting that day.

Poll results? No, They are the
only candidaten whase names
appear on the ballot in the pri
mary election for their respective
partics,

Not that it matters. Neither
party will recognize the outcome
of voting in Michigun's vpen pri-
mary clection.

Only the Republicnns will,

This quirky aspect of the presi-
dentinl primary ballot is the
result of the way Michigan clec-
tion luw interacts with prrty pol-
itica,

Might it just serve to confuse
voters?

“The media has done a fairly

good job of expiaining that
Republicans vote in the primary
election Feb. 22 and that
Democrats will vote in caucuses
in March,” Elizabeth Boyd, com-
munications director for the Sec-
retary of State, said. “But I can't
speak for all 6,640,000 votera in
Michigan cither.”

‘The process for deciding which
candidates would appear on the
ballot began last November,
Boyd explnined. At the time,
Secretary of State Candice
Mitler listed 11 names, including
all of the Republican candidates
— George W, Bush, John MeCain,
Steve Farbes, Orrin Hatch, Alan
Keyes and Gary Bouer — and
buth Democratic contenders — Al
Gore and Bill Bradley. The liat
also included three Reform Party
candidntes — Trump, Pat
Buchannn and Jesse Ventura,

LaRouche was not on the list.
Election law allows the Secre-

B Tho process also allows candidates to withdraw
thelr names, which Is exactly what Gore and

Bradley did.

tary of State to draw up her list
from those candidates who are
“gencrally advocated” by the
national newa media to be poten-
tinl nominees.

At the time, Miller said she
did not believe LaRouche to be a
serious contender.

But the law also allows candi-
dates to add their names Lo the
ballot through the petition pro-
cess, and that's what LaRouche
supporters did. Required to file
9,949 signatures, LaRouche's
group tyrned in 22,652, of which
the State Board of Canvassers
found at least 10,800 to be valid,
Boyd explained.

The process afso alfows candi-

Democrat’s response

Health care and safe schools

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmaloti@hemecomnnet

Access to health care, vetire-
ment for senior citizens and safe,
suceessful schools topped the list
of the Demoeratic party's agenda
when it responded to Gav, John
Engler's State of the State
Wednesday, Jan. 19.

Following tradition, the minor-
ity parly puts out its view of
what the state’s agenda ought 1o
be follawing the governor's annu-
al speech. This year's addreas
was read over Michigan Public
Radio by Sen. Dianne Byrum, D-
Onondaga, Rep. Patricia Lock-
wood, D-Fenton, and Rep. Andy
Neumann, D-Alpena.

Byrum took up the issue of
health care and Health Mainte-
nance Organizations,

“We have learned thot atmost
one million Michigan residents
still do not have health care
insurance and many families
fenx that they will lose their cov-
erage soon. We understand that
families are frustrated when
their health plans deny them
access to services und do not fet
them get a second opinion.

Almaost three million Michigan
residents now belong to on
HMO. It is time that we atart
takingz their complaints serious-
L»," Byrum said.

When patients do appeal HMO
decinions, through the current
Patient Bill of Rights system,
she said, “the state rules in favor
of the patient only 26 percent of
the time.”

She proposed:

® Giving customers the right
to sue HMOs over health care
decisions.

® Creating a managed care

b 10 assist 8
having difficulty with their
HMO.

#@ Improving the appeals pro-
ceas alrendy in place. .

® Improving the quality of
care in nursing homes.

B Protecting communities
fram losing local hospitals,

W Providing seniors with an
affordable solution to “skyrocket-
ing” prescription costs.

Lockwood snid her party's top
priority would be education this
year, focusing in four areas:
higher standards, smaller class
sizes, improving buitding condi-

tions and making schools safer.

She proposed:

® Using the latest techniques,
including distance learning and
technology, to set and achieve
high goals.

B Lowering class sizes by leg-
islation for kindergarten through
third grade.

M Establishing n state fund to
help school diatricts pay the
interest on voter-approved build-
ing bonds.

M Setting up a statewide vio-
lence hotline, where students
can report activities they believe
may be a danger.

M Legislation to make sure
violent students expelled from
schools are kept off the streets.

Neumann teok up the issue of
retirement. He propose

M Using the state's tobacco
settlement money and an addi-
tiona} $30 million from the bud-
get to help seniors cover the cost
of prescriptien drugs.

B Allowing seniors to defer
property taxes to nvoid being
taxed out of their homes while in
retirement and living on fixed
incomes.

Nominations accepted for Hometown Heroes

Hometown heroes in Oakland
County — these who volunteer
their time and effort for the bet.
terment of their community and
to help others — will be hanored
in & new awards cercinony slated
for March.

Nominations are now being
accepted for the Hometown
Heroes Awards, to be given to
volunteers in gix categories —
seniors, youth, boards and com-
missions, direct service, faith-
based and business volun-
teerism.

The awards are being spon-
sored jointly by Lighthouse of
Quakland County, Observer &
Eccentric Newupapers, Home-
Town Newspapers, Mirror News-
papers and Crain's Detroit Busi-
ness.

They'll be handed out at a lun-
cheon March 29 in the Townsend
Hotet in downtown Birmingham,
the first luncheon to be held in
that facility's new addition.

The speaker for the event will
be Oakland County Exeeutive L.
Brooks Patterson.

The luncheon will be spon-
sored by Northern Trust Bank,
located in Bloomfield Hills. With
Northern Trust covering the cost
of the event, it can then double
as a fundraiser to spur even
more volunteer activity in Onk-
land County, according to
Noreen Keating, CEO of Light-
house.

The $40 per seat ticket price
for attendance at the lunch will
raise funds for A Volunteer
Place, n new volunteer recruit-
ment and placement center te be
built in Birmingham. Its purpoese
is to cunnect volunteers to pro-
grams that need the help in
northern Oakland County.

The center ik a joint project
between Lighthouse, Catholic
Socinl Services, Onkland Family
Services, St. Joseph Mercy Hos-
pital, United Way of Oakland
County, Volunteer Impact and
AmeriCorps nt Oakland Univer-
sity.

A ballot to nominate volun-
tecrs is printed clsewhere in this
edition of the newapaper. Dead-
line for neminations is Feb. 25,

Winnera will be selected by n
committee of representatives of

the volunteer organizations par-
ticipating in the Volunteer Place.

Kenting snid Lighthouse is
seeking corporate sponsorships
for tables at the Juncheon, to
allow volunteers to attend who
might not otherwise be able to

afford to go. A table of ten is
$400. Contact Lighthouse at
(248) 335-67562 to sponsor a
table.

For more information call
(248) 204-5053.

dates to withdraw their names,
which is exactly what Gore and
Bradley did. The Democratic
National Committee has decided
it won't recognize the outcome of
votes in “open primarics,”
because such primaries allow for
crosgover vating.

Instead, Michigun Demoacrats
will vote for their candidate in
“lowa style” caucus mectings ta
be held around the state on
March 11. Altogether in the
room at the same time,
Democrats will vote by raising
their hands in those mectings.

So that leaver unly LaRouche
on the Democratic side of the
primary ballot Feb, 22,

Ventura also withdrew from
the Reform Party ticket in
Michigan's primary. In the affi-
davit he filed with the Secretary
of State’s office, Rayd explained,
he said he did not consider him-
self a candidate.

Buchanan also withdrew
because, like Democrats, the
Reform Party won’t recognize
the results of Michigan's prima-

Ty,

In fact, the Reform Party isn't
recognizing any individual
state’s results. Instead, it'll hold
its awn nattonnl primary election
later this year.

So only Trump’s name remains
on the Michigan ballot for the
Reform Party.

For Republicana, the ballot
will count. And that's the main
reason for the election. Republi-
cans, who prefer the “"open pri-
mary” process, will take citizens'
votes in regular election polling

that day. The date of the primas
ry was moved up this year by the
state Legislature to increase thie
stnte's impact on the process.
Michigan will be the first large
industrial state to cant baliowg
for their nominee.
If the purpose of the Demo-
crutic porty, in withdrawing
from the open primary, was tg
climinate crossover voting,
likely won't have that effect.
There ix nothing in law, Boyd
explained, and no system foil
cross-checking to determine if g
vater costs ballota in both the
Feb. 22 primary and the March
11 cnucuses. o
In the primary, any registered
voter may participate. -
In the caucus, Democrats ask
only that voters declare thems
selves to be Democrats when
registering. To participate in the
caucus, voters need not be actua]
party members. pot

hotels.

sloths. And more.

resort.

Out resort vacations center in the Pacific
Northwest region, where long, desered
beaches nuzzle against forested moun-
tains, sicaming volcanoes and breathtaking
countryside, Here all kinds of exciting
dayyips arc offered. Raft a river lined by
howler monkeys, mot mots and cgsels,
Hike among geysers, craters, monkeys and

O travel the cxients of the countryside
and be swept away on a guided adventure
to the rich biodiversity of the Costa Rican
landscape with ovemight stops at fascinat-
ing lodges...and a restful finish at a scaside

Docs Costa Rica cost a Jo1? Not with
Travel Charer's tesort vacations. These air
and hotel packages range from moderate
10 luxury and include sound 11p air from
Detroit, transfers and baggage handling,
holel tax and service charges. We also
affer several all-inclusive vacations.

Costa Rica.
YOU CAN REST UNDER A

RAINFOREST CANOPY AND A
SEASIDE CAN
SAME DAY.

Pack your swimsuit and your hiking
boots. You'te off to Jush, tropical Costa
Rica where Travel Chartet International
offers 7 and 14 day vacations at a wide
choice of beautiful beachfront resort

FRIDAY NONSTO!
DEPARTURES.

from $849 - §!

.eco-vacations ggzeed

ot

OPY ON THE

See your Travel Agent for Complete Details!

Trio Charer

MTERA WA [

Dress Shirts
Sport Shirts

Sweaters

Q‘M

50% OFF

Ties (Starting at $9.99)

e

Dress & Casual Slacks
Large Selection of Outerwear

NEW LOCATION!

LS
CLAYMORE
SHOP _/weBsSTER

a
O

908 South Adams

248-642-7755

ore

4+ WEEKEND SALE!

THURSDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

- FINAL MARKDOWNS

30 - 70% OFF

MEN'S SUITS & SPORT COATS

*Oxxford

sHickey Freeman
eSouthwick
sjoseph Abboud

Birmingham, Michigan

Open Daily 10 ‘til 6 p.m,,
Thursday ‘til 9 p.m.
Super Sunday 12 - 5 p.m.

Large Selection
Cashmere Blazers
Reg. *695. NOW 3395,




