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wmmlssmn appointed by Engler last S

itI} Michigan enjoying the longest sus-
tained economic recovery in half a cen-

tury and the state trensury looking at a

shortages are particularly acute in the construc-

t;on trades and in jobs having anything to do
yyith computer skills, These, in turn, are exactly
the jobs that will require training ofter students
lénve high school.
; That’s an area that Engler streased in his
ech. The groundwork was taid down by a

Engler on right track with job skills priority

this could be a terrific sav-
ings.
For families that carn

8 Partnership for Adult Learning, which

wrould pmv:de career and job munschng to
Michi il through Mick Worksl

Service centena schools, colleges and llbmnes

L3¢ ding on adult ed
from $80 mlllum to $100 million,

W Michigan Tect 1 Bxcoll Program, a
“gkills credentialing system” to show when

to study ways to help parents get kids ihruu;,h
mllege Headed by Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus, the
commission found that working class families
can't save enough to pay for ever-increasing col-
1pge tuition bills, while poor families have trou-

Hle saving anything.

" In the State of the State, Engler proposed two
riew programs arising from the commission’s
findings.

' Por middle income families, the governor
wants a new kind of savings account that pro-
\udes tax breaks for setting aside money for col-
lege exp he Michigan Education Trust
(MET) program, the first prepaid college tuition
nlnn in the country when it was adopted in 1988
during the Blanchard Administration, has
turned out to be too expensive for most families.
! Engler's college savings plan would allow par-
unts or grondparents to set aside a nest egg to
pay for college expenses and deduct up to $3,000
from their incomes subject to Michigan income
tax. The money would build up, with taxes
deferred, until families needed the cash. If
approved, the deferral would complement a fed-
dral tax break already in effect. In the federal
income tax code’s 527 Accounts, when the money
is withdrawn it is taxed at the student’s rate,
ot the parent’s. Given the fnct that federal
rates vary from 15 percent to nearly 40 percent,

Michigan workers have received training in spe-
cific technical areas.

Much of the thinking behind this part of
Engler's speech is coming from Dr, Barbara
Bolin, whom Engler recruited from Texas to be
the head of Lhe newly trented Department of
Career D For a bur -alasher
like Engler, creating an entirely new depart-
ment of state government provides ample proof
the importance these issues hold in the gover-
nor's mind.

As someone who served as the chair of Michi-
gan Job Training Coordinating Commission in
the 1980's, it's nice to see that notions of invest-

ing in the skills and human capital of Michigan's

workers are getting higher and higher.

After all, what politician wouldn't kill for an
environment in which cutting taxes and spend-
ing more on pet programs are both possible on
the state’s agenda?

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm.net
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Give Home Rule bill a decent burial

no of the main reasons that there is
such mistrust of government, especial-

ment. Far inatance:

The Michigan Municipal League, to which
our twa cities belong, referred to HB 4777 as
“The Local Government Destruction Act of
1999."7

The Grand Rapids Press called the bill
“The Home Rule Elimination Act.”

The Southeast Michigan Council of Gov-
ernments based its opposition “on the bill’s
potentially broad impact on the ability of
local government officials to shape and mun-
age their communities on behalf of their resi-
deats. ..."

In its current form, HB 4777, while limited
to a handful of topics, still wolld strip away
the ability of local elected oﬂ'cmls to fine tune
the character of their i whether
that involves hi y signage, building con-
struction codes, certain health codea or other
specified, critical areas.

The crowning argument ngumst HB 4777

out under HB 4777 intent of

$400 million surplus this yenr, Gov. Jolin less than $40,000 a yeur, ty at theo state and national level, iz o all focal governments,
E]nglcr's State of the State sprech last weel Engler wanta a new pro- that officehalders often miarepresent their Lacal governments
cpuld not have been difficult to write, gram that provides two intentions in literature printed and mailed ot marched on Lansing a fow

! The speech drew generally favorable reviews, years of free tuition at public expense. Such was the case with the months ago and staged a
even from some Democrata. After all, what Michigan community col- recent newsletter sent out by our Farming- raily led by Farmington Hills

politicinn wouldn't kill to be in office during an PHILIP POWER leges. Once again this ton/Farmington Hills state Rep. Andrew in opposition to HB 4777.

ebonomy in which cutting taxes and spending makes sense. Learning to Raczkowski. Joining us in opposition weare
rnorc on pet programs are both pussible? be a stone mason or a finish carpenter doesn't In that newsletter, the.representative the Western Wayne Coundil

: Although the speech covered n long list of top- | require a degree in philosophy from the U-M, agoin makes the claim that his co-sponsored of Governments, the South
ies for legislative action during this election while community college course cataloguces are House Bill 4777 is not a threat to municipal ALDO  Oakland Mayor's Auodn- H
year, Engler's specch concentrated on education, | chock-filled with courses in computer technical government home rule. He makes the claim tion, the Wi :
devoting 17 of 40 printed pages to the tupic. subjects and information technology. despite overwhelming evidence to the con- Grand Valley Metro Council, " |2

. The Governor’s prioritics are right on, Engler alao proposed a number of other initia- trary: HB 4777 is a frontal attack on the abil- | as well as scores of mayors and township offi- |2
because it's now clear that labor shortages and tives in the skills arena, including: ity of local governments to continue to protect | cials too numerous to mention. :
lack of skilled workers are the major barriers to 8 Operation Fast Break, a set of worker its citizena in some 21 arcas that are now cov- There were more than 100 communities
cpntmued good times in Michigan. training programs through community colleges ered by home rule protections. represented. . .

! At the biannual revenue-catimating confer- and high schools to teach employees who need it Every person or group that haa studied HB We came back in October to testify againat
'ehcc at the Capitol last week, University of “reading, writing, computer skills and the per- 4777 came away with the same conclusion the bill at a hearing before the Employment
Michigan cconomist George Fulton said worker | sonal discipline nceded in the workplace.” that the bill is destructive to local govern- Relations, Training and Safety Committee of

the House of Representatives, a hearing that
Mr. Raczkowaki claims hnsn't been held.

In the face of this overwhelming evidence
that HB 4777 is extremely dangerous to the
health of our local communities, Mr.
Raczkowski falls back on another political
trick — blame somecne else for your own prob-
lems.

In this case the state representative takes
a whack at local officials, including thoae of
our twa cities, for daring to point out that his
bill is dangerous to the health of our commu-
nities. I applaud our local officials for doing

. just that. If they weren’t trying to defeat this

bill then they wouldn't be doing their job,
called for in the city charter, to protect the
health and safety of our residents.

‘The state representative further claima that our
city officials are failing to acknowlodge the legisla-
tive process. Actually, the problem for Mr.
Rnczkuwth is that our city officials do know the

came when Farmi and Far

Hilla attorney John Donohue, highly respect-
ed throughout the state, gave the cities an
opinion confirming our worst fears: that the
bill would preempt many areus currently
under local control.

One example of a local ordinance that
could be wiped out by HB 4777 is the Farm-
ing*on Hills measure that allowed the city to
oppose and prevent an oil company from
drilling in the heavily populated southwest
area. Since that ordinanc2 was stronger than

state law the loeal ordinance could be wiped

islative process and used it to put s stop toa
bill that would havo driven a staks into local gov-
emment.

The message should be clear to our state repre-
sentative: in pushing for passage of this bill you
are not representing the two citiea in your district.

The only decent thing to do ia hide this bill in
committee and then give it a docent burial,

Aldo Vognozzi is a community activist and for-
mer mayor and longtime council member in Farm-
ington Hills.
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HomeTown Newspapers, in conjunction
with The Volunteer Place, have established
the HomeTown Heroes™ awards to
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UNION MEMBER? H e recognize, encourage and reward
1 emes outstanding volunteers who have given
OF OAKLAND COUNTY  gelflessly of themselves to support, i
nonprofit organizations in Oakland County. }
The Volunteer Place will be North Oakland County’s new one-stop shop for E
volunteer recruitment and placement, coming Fall 2000. H
HomeTown Heroes™ will honor volunteers in six categories: Seniors (65 and j
over), Youth (18 or younger), Board/Commiltee, Direct Service, Faith-based and H
Business. The business award is sponsored by Crain’s Detroit Business. i
Nominees and awardees will be rc(‘ogmled at a luncheon on March 29 at the :
Townsend Hotel in Birmingham. . H
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If you have a vehicle financed through a dealer or another . (Must yolunions o7 an Oaiand County nom bt '
* financial Institution, we'll pay you $50 to refinance it with us. B AooRes: PHONE "
{(Mininund loan amount $5,000.) g o= ot somon. st ot ver 05 o
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Besides the $50, your first payment won't be due until April. W ormmEPy v
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You'll end up skipping one, maybe two monthly payments. That [} PLAGES) OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE 2l
should help you deal with those holiday bills! B a
: s .
Act now - this offer ends February 29. Call a consumer loan [ YEARS OF SERVICE:___ AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS PER MONTH "
; gpecialist at 248-569-1700 or 734-453-4212 to apply or to [ TYPE OF WORK PERFORMED . 1
‘ tind out how easlly you can become a Telcom Credit Union . a
| member and take advantage of all of our services. -
On & separate sheet, plaase doscroe, In 100 words of loss, why you have mlmmummum-mml
4 . Hero™ Award. Entrios mus! be lyovumlnn CAUTION: The 100-word limil wifl be strictly applied. Arrything beyond the
: word will not be &, "and", “an’, and " wik not be counted ae Bl
i Telcom Credit Unio [ B Entrins must be recetved by Friday, February 25, 2000, "
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