Bette Midler stars as flamboyant
celebrity author Jacqueline
Susann and Nathan Lane as her
devoted husband and manager
Irving Mansfield in “Isn’t She
Great” opening today at metro
Dctroit movic theaters.

saggpeY

The Ann Arbor F I‘nl;z Festival, 6
p.m. at Hill Auditorium in Ann
Arbor, features Arlo Guthrie,
Shawn Colvin, Great Big Sea,
Beth Nielsen Cllupman, Hot
Club of Cowtown (pictured),
Anne Hills, Fred Eaglesmith,
Duavid Barett, Matt Watroba and
Rabert Jonee. Tickets $30, $25,
call (754) 763-TKTS or (248)
645-6665.

Mect Marian
Owezarski,
artist-in-resi-
§ dence at the

| Orchard Lake
Schools, 1-3

p.m.at
“Poland: A Cel-
ebration of Art
and Culture”
at the Joanne
Winkleman
Hulce Center
for the Arts,
774 N, Sheldon

(734) 416-4278
for more infor-
mation.
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FARMINGTON PLAYERS

REVISIT THE 1930s

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

STAYY WRITER
Ichoni[n@oe.homocomm.net

longtime fon of John Stein-

beck, Suzanne Rogers thinks

the Nobel Prize-winning
nuthor would bo plensed that the
Furmington Playere are cponing
their run “Of Mice and Men” with a
benefit for the Capuchin Soup
Kitchen cn Friday, Feb, 4. Directed
by Rogers and produced by Mary
Ann Tweedie, the riveting drama
revisits the depressed era of the
1830a.

“We've done a lot of research, try-
ing to be true to Steinbeck and as
nuthentic as we can to what ho was
trying to snoy and also true to the
times — thess migrant workers and
what life muat have been like for
them,” snid Rogers, who joined the
Farmington Pluyem 20 yeare ago.
“Steinbeck's carcer
started in the 206,
He's done some of
the work his charne-

_“Ot Mlco an
WLIAT: Jchn Steinbeck’s i

duction. Ho agreea thaot tying the
benefit to the drama is a natural.
So is the oxhibit of artworks by
Nora Mendoza, which continues
through the run of the show. The
West Bloomfield artist's “Migrant
Worker” series captures the dismnl
living and working conditions in tho
camps and fields. Known interna-
tionally for her socially conscious
paintings, Mendoza will be on hand
for the opening.

“Of Mice and Men takes place in
the dopression and deals with lesa
fortunate people and that's what

a Capuchin Soup Kitchen does,”
said Hadley. *It's timelosa. The
dream has a hope for the future.”

Benefit performance

The Capuchin bencfit is the nec-
ond this scason. Proceeds from a
fund-raiser for the opening of “The
Women”™ on Nov. 5
went to the breast
cancer progrom at
Henry Ford Health

ters do — migrant
worker, Until the
late '30s when he
became known, he
roally lived the
struggling artist's
life.

“The Capuchins
started the soup
kitchen when the
stock ~ market
crashed aud they
waated to do some-
thing about hunger
in Detroit. The

Capuchine will be -

providing home
baked bread from
their kitchen that

fiveling story about two
drifters with o spacial frieng-
ship end by d:cams.
WHEN: 8 p.n. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 4.5, Feb, 11+
12,1849, Thursday-
Soturday, Feb. 24-26, ond 2
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 8, 13 and
20.

WRERR: Farmington
Playcrs Bom, 32332W. 12
Miio Rosd, between
Fasminglon and Orchard Lako
roads.

TICKEYS: $12; 8 p.m.
Friday, Fed. 4 performancs {s
a benefit for the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, lickets are
$50, Call (248) 553-2855 to
tesorve tickets, of for more

Syustem's Josephine
Ford Cuncer Center.
Both events are part
of a plan to give back

-to the community in

return for help in
building a new the-
ater faeility for the
Furmington Players.
The dairy barn,
which has been the
Farmington Players’
home for 45 years,
comes down after the
“Kiss Me Kate” pro-
duction in May and a
gala benefit in June.
Groundbreaking for
the single level, bar-

Infoemation.

night. It'a a Depres-

rier free facility will

sion party with a
simple mea! that might be reminis-
cent of that time. In keeping with
the show and neighborliness, we're
going to have hearty, comfort foods
prepared by seme of the members.
It’'s really difforeat for us, a
grounduwell effort from our own

anks,
Ptul Hadley ploys Slim in the pro-

be held in July. The
new facility is scheduled to open the
2001-02 season. It will scat 240,
compared to 170 now. It will be a
place for all members of the com-
munity to gather. Hadley, a Playera

Award winning drama: Katiileer: Warner (left), Curley’s wife,

taunts John Boufford (front), Lennie, just as Thomas

::Jdams, who plays George, walks onto the set “Of Mtce and
en.

other arcas of the community to
use. An art display area will allow
the audience to take in exhibits
such ns Mendoza's.

“We've had benefits for ourselves
before but only this seasen have
started to reach out to the commu-
nity,” said Rogers, who came up
with the idea for the first fund-rais-
er. “We want to lay a financial foun-
dation for the new theater. We've
been renching out o the community
o lot. We've been asking for money
for the new theater and wanted to
give back.”

Reversing roles

Michael Carraway wanted to be
in one of the last productions before
the old barn is razed ot the end of
the season. A member of the Farm-
ington Players for 20 years, this is
hiz first timo on stage, In the past,
his day job as a directer and pro-
ducer of corporate films prevented
him from acting because of the trav-
ol involved. Carraway plays The
Boss.

“The dog is on more than I am,”
joked Carraway of West Bloomfield.
“1 wanted to be able to say I was on
stage. I don't want to mnke more of
my character than it deserves.
Since wa've begun rehearsals, one of
the things that I've nlwuys been

This ie John BoufTord's first show
s well, He plays Lennie, the slow
drifter who's cnamored of George
(played by Thomus Adame). Boul-

“ford’s biggest challenge so far “is to

remember all his lines.” He said,
he'n not nervous abaout the part oth-
erwise.

“I'm a lawyer go nothing scnres
me,” said the 28-year ald Bouflord.
“I'm used to being in front of a room
full of jurors. And I like my charac-
ter. He's the ultimate child at heart.
He captures that ane part of us that
wants ta be a child.”

‘fhis is Thomas Adams “firat big
drama” altheugh he’s been in the-
ater since grade school. Many of his
roles were in musicals.

“It was vory overwhelming, espe-
cially when I first got tho part,” said
Adams of Farmington. ‘I relate to
my character in certain aspects. He
has a big heart. He does have some
explosive moments and that's hotv
I'm unlike him.”

A fight coach, Eric Graton from
The Hilberry in working with cast
members to choreograph the two
fight scenes in the production. Untit
the sessions began Frank Ginis
worried asomeone might bo injured.

“I'm o big Steinbeck fan,” snid
Ginis. *“My role ar Curley is physi-
cally difficult, but wa've had a coach

board member and of the
now barn, anid it's a very flexible
facility with a recital and perfor
munce hall and meeting rooms for

of is ing with
the director, putting yourselfl in his
place. It's a lot of trust in yourself
and in the people helping you.”

here showing us warm-up exerciscs
and different punches. The idea ia
to mnke the fight look real without
hurting each other.”

Competition is good
winning is better

For several months MGM enjoyed a local monopoly

Ladies and gentlemen, place your bets

Keeping Bmm- BY SAM TRICOMO on legalized gaming in Detroit but competition, the life
watch: Cathy blood of a capitalist society, put an end to that.
Koch (right) Lights flash and smoke from cigars A The fam::hWonder l}m:d bakery at Gm;zhd Rntvcr
ofFarming- and cigarottes wafla through the air. u:;nuc and the Lod'ge rectway represents the city's sec-
; A drink order arrives as n group of | ond femporary casina .
ton Hills voices climbs above the atrendy deafen- With 188,000 square-fect of gaming space spread
keeps an eye ing di over four floars, the Motor City Casino boasts more
g din, Not the place one would expect oarki d Bl han its older sib.
ue John- to witness a birth but from her perch, ';’,:; parking and gambling spacc than its older ib-
son as she S‘athy i&:(:hr:,f Furmlnxu?nh}hlls sees | One-hundred.thirty-six table games ond 2,618 elec-
. runsa ousands of thom every night, ! troni including slot machines and video poker,
Caribbe Koch has no formal medieal training. ronic games, inciuding siot machines porer,
aricbean i fill the spaces where bakery ovens ance produced the
For 21 ycars she taught music at Roo-
atud poker R sovelt, Elemontary School in Oak Park, | 0k white bread made famous in Detroit.
ame at the | Last year, sho traded in the satisfaction While the MGM Grond opencd to rounds of criticism

for its sometimes difficult parking mn/"gumlmlw.
Motor City offers patrons 3,000 frec car spaces in a
fouratory garage.

Motor City also offers convenicnee to patrons, being
situated directly off the Lodge Freenay.

In the event of cur trouble, Motor City offers patrons
free basic assistance like jump starts.

Motor City is operated by the Mondaly Reatort
Group, formerly Circus Circus Enurprmt.

The group operates 11 gaming propertiea in Nevada
including the Excalibur in Las Vegon

she reccived when helping young fin-
gers mannge clarinots and trumpets to
preside over a nightshilt bmhmg sta-
tion where hundreds of winners and
losers are horn every minute —
Detroit's MGM Grand Casino.
Determining whother the newborn
belongs to the winner or loser family is
not a difficult task for Koch. A partial
clue to the players lincage aits before

T Flease sce B3, E2
S e e oy 4

'GM Grand *
Casino.




