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Some songs

evoke feolings,
others drew yuu
in and lst you
glimpso at a per-
son you've naver

met, a place
you've nover

seen.
sTEPHANE  Such is the
A. CASOLA caso with me
—ee—ee—— and a man

named James
Francis. I don’t know what he
Tooks like, but I have a good idea.
I've naver heard his voice, but I
kaow he can ging.

James Francis

Ho's tho subject of a nong of
the sume name by a Grand
Rapids band called Domestic
Problems. He also happens to be
singer Andy Holtgreive's father.

around yow Sing, Jimmy, sing;
that's my ded.”

Apparently Jimmy's youngest
boy taok after his Dad.

But the vocrlist, nongwriter
and guitariat is enly enc in a
group of multi-talonted musi-
cians who croeate the cclectic
sound thut is Domestic Prob-
tems. Job Grotaky plays saxo-
phone, flute, ¢larinet, and per-
cussion; Earl Tolliver Jv. plays
bang; Bill Kenny cnn be seen
dolighting audiences with his
mestery of trumpet, fluglehorn
and mandolin an, Ness
Joined the on-atoge party with
drums and percussion. Jamic
Black rounds out the sound on
keyboards.

Best of Midwest

That “Midwestorn xound,” no
Hol

When Andy called me on Tues-
day, Jan. 18 — just back from an
East Coast tour ~ ho related the
story behind that song.

About two years ago the family
was preparing to celebrate their
father’s 60th birthday. Andy's
oldest sister suggested that each
of the five siblinga and their
- mother take a decade of his life
- and find some specinl way to rep-
~ vosent it. Andy was asked to
 write a song nbout the first
decade of his fother's life. While
he maintaine that “you cun't
force the muses to do what you
want,” he went to work, tolking
to relatives and digging up sto-
ries.

*The night before hia birthday
party, in the kitchen of my pur-
ent's house with my brother
Tom...it came together,” said
Holtgreive. Those Jyrics are not
easily forgotten: *Sing, Jimmy,
eing, and the world will dance
around yow/Sing, Jimmy, sing; it
maken them glod/Sing. Jimmy,
sing, and the world will dance

ive likes to call it, reflecta
something everyene can relate to
- family, relationships, fricnds ~
in a truc and uplifting manner.,
For a band who snapged its
name from a line in n “Blues
Brothers™ movie, Domestic Prob-
lems is serious about two things
- the music and the fans, That's
about ag Down-to-Earth and
Midwestern as it gots.

Those who haven't ascen
Domestic Problems in all their
live performance glory can get o
taate of it with the recently
released “Domestic Problema.
Live" CD.

New CD

“We were going into the studio
last summer to lay down some
tracka for n studio album,” snid
Holtgreive. “We weren't ready to
go to the studio, but at that point
we knew we wanted to get some-
thing out to our fans."

‘The band organized a show at
the State Theatre in Kalamazoo,
chose to forgo an opening band,

Forget ‘Domestic Problems’ when this band’s on stage

] No
sroblem:
§ Domestic
Problems
ig Billy
Kenny,
Jamie
Black,
Reggie
3y (R.J)
Ness, Andy
i Holtgreive,
§ Larl Tol-
liver dJr.
and Job
Grotshy.
Catch
them in
Ann Arbor
fl this
% montd, or
Ferndale
| in Febru-
ary.

and played an explosive 24
songs. Choosing the best 10 and
tossing in a few new-to-CD Ltunes
~ namely “El Matador,” “Where
Have You Gone™ and “Free” - for
flavor, *Domestic Problems-Live”
was completed only two months
later.

Where credit’s due

“A lot of credit goes to Al
McAvoy nnd Jon Frazer, vur pro-
ducer,” said Holtgreive of creat-
ing a CD that does justice to the
performance. “Al put in a lot of
time. I think it's really how it
translates on the mixing side of

things, that capturea a real live
feel”

What started out as just “a fun
thing to do” for Holtgreive and
Bill Kenny while attending
Grand Rapids’ Aquinus College
has become a burgeoning musi-
cal career. With the recent addi-
tion of new members Ness and
Tolliver and n wide varjety of
instruments to draw from, the
hand has never stopped experi-
menting with new musical
styles.

Holtgreive anid it's o virtunl
“carnucopin of music that offers
something to everybody.”

CD REVIEWS

. Send recently-completed CDs

for review to Stephanic Angciyn

Casola, 36261 Schoolcraft, Livo-

. nia, 48160. Call (734) 953-2130

or e¢-mail scasola @oc.

. homecomm. nct for morc infor-
mation.

Fez
Milquetoast
It ien't often a band can make
; & pump organ sound, well, rela-
: tively modern.
‘ Foz not only achieves that feat,

bLrewedconcepts@msn.com or
write to P.O. Box 7103 Dearborn,
Mich. 48121. You won't be disap-
pointed.

Sce the band 9 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 28, The Majestic Theatre,
Detroit, (313) 833-9700.

— BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA

Marcy Playground
Shapeshifier
Capitol Records
Though Marcy Playground's
first seif-titled releane spawned
i ial hit and

« the Dearborn also uses
the not-so-common glockenspiel
and the sounds of duct tape to

ap

garnered critical success, the
Minncapolis band’s wecond
release, “Sh hifter” proves

E make their album “Milq
an unforgettable hodge-podge of
reverberations.
. This is one band that truly
- ﬁan local music a good name.
e album has an cerie over-
tone, mixed with an almost
- merry-go-round charm. Begin-
ning with “Shot of Poison,” Fez
ws listeners into their carni-
2l world. Dean Olkowski's
vocals show an influcnce of Brit
pop and elternative, while
matched with the howling
sounds Melinda Clynes on elec-
tric argan, Jim Morningstar's
Hd drumming and Bill Zoyes
pumping basslines.

Remember when the B62s
|8 sounded fresh? Fez far surpnescy
the whimsical nature the band

ad with grittier material and
“otharworldly style. .

The album’s title track “Mil-
quetoast” ahows off a touch of
% tountry while it paints vivid pic-
bures with lincs like “My old

borhood waa raised on mil-

% qQuetoast,” “Every housecoat hag

1 & gilver lining,” and “TV on the

 front porch, news at eleven,
- baaven finds a cure for hell.”

. “Heads I win” is reminiscent of’

amen like “Red Rover.” “Third
‘Street Fat with Punch” is good
for & jig and “Half Drunk” ia good
; for a giggle. Fez creates a
" dolightful party for the enrs. For
a copy of “Milquetonst™ c-mail

e~ s

there's far mote to life than “Sex
and Candy.”

Lead singer and songwriter
John Wozinak offers a dozen
upbeat tunes laced with ominaus
overtones, And his intelligent
Iyrics are masked as deceptively
simple. But when he throws in
his signature fun-filled yodel,
everything in the world is as fine
as n cup of warm cocoa.

The opening track, “It's Satur-
day.” with its grunge guitar and
i beat rhythms, is destined
to be n hit. Even the slower bal-
Iads including “America™ and
“Never™ leave a lasting imprea-
sion.

On “Our Generation” Wozinak
offers a folk-pop anthem for his
“Free to Be...You and Me” peers.
He also reaches back to his
favorite Saturday morning
superheroen for inspiration on
the deliciously sinister *Secret
Squirrel.”

“All the Lights Went OQut,” an
apocalyptic love song, seems only
too fitting a tune given the twis
light of the millennium.

1f “Shapeshifter” is any indica-
tion, Marcy Playground is only
going to get better. And in this
day and nge of studie produced
sound, it's a pleasure to hear
innovative and finely layered
munic being made from three
guys who know whn; it means to

'ay drums, basa an: itar.
i v K

]

STAY TUNED

It scems Austin Powers
and QY5.6 FM have something
in common. They've both found
their Mojo. The pop music sta-
tion will add Mejo — a Chicago
native — to its morning show
team by February. Coming to
Detroit from a top-rated morn-
ing shew in Tucaon, Ariz,,
Mojo's ready to bit the Mid-
wost with his dynamic person-
ality. Welcome to the Motor
City, Mr. Mojo.

Listen up. Spenking of radio,
89X and 83.8 The River
unveiled the latest in brond-
cast technology this past week
at the 2000 North American
International Auto Show. The
statione’ parcnt compnny,
Chum Group Ltd,, is the first
conglomerate to bring digital
rezdio to the U.S. — which
translates into a elearer, CD
quality sound.

Michignan Radio, public
radio stations at the Universi-
ty of Michigan, may nat be dig-
ital yet, but they're progress-
ing, too. Michigan radio’s sta-
tions: 1.7 FM in Ann Arbor
and Detroit, 104.1 FM in
Grand Rapids and 91.1 FM in
Tiint, is now offering a 24-

hour streaming on-air signal
to ity listeners, It's available at
www.michiganradio.org.
That means fans of NPRW “All
Things Considered” and
“Moerning Edition” can bc
accessed on the Web, expand-
ing the stations’ listener basce.

Aluy at the top of their game,
Pine Knob Muslc Theatre's
1999 season meant record-
breaking numbers for atten-
dance, with more than
958,000, and sold-out shows, a
total of 29. Fans flocked ta the
outdoor venue to see perform-
ers like the Barenaked
Ladies, Alanis Morissctte
and Tori Amos, and Paul
Simon and Bob Dylan last
summer.

The Backstreot Boys sct a
record for the fastest sellout
when tickets for three shows
at The Palace of Auburn
Hills disappeared in just cight
minutes. That beat Madon-
na's “Girlie Show™ in 1993,
which sold out in 10 minutes.
Concert-going in Metro Detroit
hns never been better.

— BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA

“ONE OF THE MOST HYPNOTIC AND
SATISFYING THRILLERS EVER MADE’

Wade Major, BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE
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While any of the band’s three
CD's are fabulous company in
rush hour traifie, it's the ener-
getic live show that makes
Domuestic Problems a band tn
Mr. Holt-
ch marn-

1y “you

& p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19 at The
Mogic Bay, 22920 Woodward Ave.,
Fernaale. {248} 544-3030. For

ing? 1U's Learing one fun

guys just make me smile” tems.com.

p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29 at the .
Blind Piy, 208 S. First Street, |
Ann Arbor, $5. (734) 9968555, or

MP3's and more on the band, |
check’out wiww.domesticprob- |

Stephanic Angelyn Casola

writes about popular muaic for
the Observer & Eceentric Newsa:
papers. She can be reached at
(734) 953-2130 or c-mail at sca-
sola@uve.homecomm.net. To send
a fax, dial (700 591.7279,

James Francis must be proud.

“Domestic Problems-Live” is
available at Ha mony House
tocations in the Metro o Sec
the band crowd the stage 9:3
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“ANGELA'S ASHES'IS THE PERFECT REALIZATION OF
MY BOOK ON FILM, IT IS EVERYTHING 1 COULD HAVE
HOPED FOR AND IMAGINED. I SING ITS PRAISES”

Frank My Conre = Author, “Angelas Asher™

ONE OF THE TOP TEN FILMS OF 1999
NBC- TV, Jeffrry Lyows « THE NEW YORK ODSERVI R, Rex Reed
TRIRCNF MEDIA. Marslyn Dok ¢ Sacy Jewel Smith » COS. 1V, Dewais Conninghrm
ENA JOIAY, Mk ( Lark « THE STARLEDGER. Seepben Whicry

“ANGEIA'S ASHES' IS A HEART-EMBRACING MOVIE,
AND AN IMMEDIATE ACADEMY AWARD'
CONTENDER.Tis rare for 4 splendid book

1o ghi intact on screen. o rejoice: from

“Angelss Ashes has sisen & trumphant flm
~ THE TODAY SHOE. Gree Shadis

“DO YOURSELF A
HEARTFELT FAVOR
AND GO TO SEE
‘ANGELA'S ASHES!
This is beautifully produced
and superbly acted. All are
outstanding lierr, but Emily
Warson puts in 3 hid for Oscar®
with her luminous
petfutmance as Angela”
MW VORK POST, Lix Swvith

ST
MILY WATSON ROBERT CARLYLE
WALAN PAREER RN

ANGELA’S ASHES

PARAMOUNT FiCTURES ANp UNTVERSAL PICTURES INTERNATIONAL prosen®
A DAVID BROWN/COTT RUDIN/DIRTY HANDS mooucnios ax ALAN PARKER mest
EMILY WATSON ROBERT CARLYLE “ANGELASASHES™ =5 JOHN WILLIANS
oom ADAM CHROEDER FRIC STEEL et DAYID WIMBURY RT3 FRANK McOOURT
= LAIRA JONES axp ALAN PARKER ™= SOOTT RUDIN DAVID BROWN ALAN PAIKER
o N " ALAN PARKER P

NOW PLAYING
[Howcast wistare | Siakcrinor v wr |
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