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Another blood drive: For-
est Park Baptist Church
is hosting an American
Red Cross blood drive
from 2-8 p.m. Donors
must be at least 17 years

old and be in good health.

The process usually takes
about 45 minutes to com-
plete. Call 248-476-0080
for information.
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Get ready:
Tax notices
not far away

BY JONI HUBRED
GTAYY WHITER
jhubredaoehomeromem net

This time of year used to be an
exciting one for Farmington Hilla
assessor Dean Babb,

Before state lawmakers enacted
Proposal A, which capped property
taxes at the rate of inflation,
increases in home value meant an
incrense in taxes. And lots of
yelling after property tax state-
ments came out in Fobruary.

Lots and lots of yelling.

*In the old days, I used to kiss
my wife good-bye in March and aay,
‘Sce you in April”,” he said. “It used
to be a really contentious process.
There were times we'd have to have
police officers come in.”

Two Boards of Review, which
mect in March, used to fill up a
two-week-long calendar with
appointments and still sweat out
meeting their March 31 deadline
for clearing all protests. Now one
board meets March 13-15, and
sometimes members enjoy a break
between appointmenta.

Bahb seid pruperty owners don't
squawk much about increases in
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Promises: City officials scy
a designated Natural Beauty

Whether construction of a sani-
tary aower line along PoWer Road
actually moves forward, city offi-
ciols have approved plans to pro-
tect the area’s natural environ-

That's important to residents
wha turned out at a public hearing
Monday to meke pure city officials
are on the record with promises to

protect existing vegetation, mini-
mize construction traffic and
cnsure everything s put back the
way it was,

“Under city code, if there is a
concern construction will interfere
with the natural beauty elements
of the road, a public hearing is
required,” Department of Public
Services Director Thomuoy Biusell
explained.

Utility constiuction in being
driven by plans to build a subdivi-

thl{ will protect the existing vegetation
oad, cven if a sanitary sewer line is constructed along
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along Power Road,

City: Natural beauty will
be maintained on Power

sion on the west side uf the road.

Lompllcut\-d negotiationa to
reduce the project’s density result-
ed in a consent judguient, a court.
monitored agreement, thut governs
utility construction und who pays
for what, according te city manag-
er Stove Brock.

Revidents have kept a close eye
on the project since its inception.

“One of our main concerns wos
the de-watering process (dischurg-
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in death
scheme

Bond was set for $1 million
for a Westland woman
charged in a plan to hire
someone to kill a live-in

boyfriend.

BY TiM 8MITH
BTAYY WRITER
tsmith@oe.tomecomm.net

A Westland woman
way charged Friday
with doliciting a hit
men in the parking lot
of the Farmington-
Eight Mile Big Boy
restaurant on Wednesdny. Police
believe the target for the $2,000 job
was her live-in boyfriend.

The “hit man” wus actunlly ao under-
cover Michigan State Police officer,
part of a sting vperation,

Lisa MclIntosh, 20, - who her attar-
ney said was in an sbusive relutionship
und pushed to the edge - was arrested
outside the Farmington restaurant.

After spending two days Jocked up in
a cell at the Farmington Public Safety
Department while t}u state polive
worked on obtain
the county prose culur. Melntosh was
arraigaed late Friduy afternoon in 47th
District Court on a felony churge of
conspiracy to commit murder, The
meximum penalty is life imprisonment.

47th District Judge Marla Parker
arraigned Mcintosh, who has children
ages 12 and 2 and works in a restou-
rant. Bund was sct at $1 million cash
rety, with a preliminary examina-
ieduled Tor 5340 @, Friday,
Feb. 4. Following the srrajgnment, she
wus sent to the Osklund County jail.
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Can laptop computers stop paper chase?

BY JoNt HUBRED
STAYY WRITER
jhubred@ge homocomm.net

It takés a atack of paper about three
inches High to keep Farmington Hills
City Coyncil members abroast of back-
ground on the Issucs they discuss at
cach moeting.

Officigls hope to diminish that paper
bhzzar{ geon, with a move toward
“paperlegs” council packets. Instead of
having & heavy notebook, they’ll zip

Water main

through uluctm:hcully delivered files of
information.

‘The project has its origins in a long-
range project developed by a committee
+hat met in the mid-1990s to bring
Farmington Hills into the Information
Age, according to Council member Jon
Grant.

*We've spent $2-$3 million over the
last five years on technology,” he said.
“It's been my feeling for the past year
or 8o that we need to bring that tech-

break halts

service to homes, school

By TIM SMITH
BTArY WRITER
temith@oc, homocomm.net

The first place to visit
vhen you're looking for a
new place to live?
The Real Estate ads
in today’s
HomeTown Classifieds!
| ]
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“No walter Lodny, reod the aign on
the d glass door outaide Star-
bucks Coffee in downtown Farmington
Thursdoy morning.

The huand-printed sign which
annouanced the shop’s temporary clo-
sure alao alluded to the culprit -~ a
water maln break in the city.

Although there was a water main
break at approximately 7:30 p.m.
Wedneeday, along Power Rond between
Shiawassee-10 Mile roade, it wasn't the
couse of the caffeine shut-off, said
Kevin Gushinan, director of Farming-
ton's public services department.

A totally unrolated problem ~ a
frozen wator meter inside Starbucks ~
was the reason some coffee drinkers
had their morning spoiled.

But tho broken water main, which
took almoat all night to fix, forced can-
cellation.of classes Thuradny at Qur
Lady of Borrows and halted water ser-
vico to ahout six houscholds, Gushman
said.

Water sorvice waa back Lo normal by
£:30 a.m, Thureday, olthough as of 2
p.m. that afternoen, Starbucks cus-
!omarn were atill wondering whare

their next cup would come from. The
coffve shop finally ro-opened about 4:30
p.m. Thupsday.

*Just the eold weather,” said Gush.
man, explaining why the section of east
iron pips burst. “As the ground frectes,
it exor:s pressure on the pipes and
causos them to sphit.”

1 ‘On a hill (water) picks
the point of least resis-
tance... it worked its way
down the hill and was com-
Ing out on the roadway at a
location 30-to-40 feet where
the actual break was.’

Kevin Gushman
—Public services director

Crew members battled bitter cold
and frozen ground until finally finding
the source of the bresk, about 6 a.m.
Thursday. Repairs were made by plac-
ing a clamp over the broken area,

With the main located in a hill, vn
the north side of Power Road, it took
much longer to track where the actual
break was. .

“On a hill (water) picks the point of
least resiatanco to come out,” he said.
It worked its way down the hill and
was coming out on the roadway ot a
location 30-t0-40 feet where the actual
break was.”

Besides trying to dig through o fout-
and-a-half of frost, workers needed to
break out tha road, “expose the pipe
and see which direction the water
(was) going,” Gushman continued.

Becnuse Farmington is an older com-
munity, there have been numerous
water main breaks this winter. “That's
something you have to expect in an
aging community like Farmington,” he
aaid.

] FARMINGTON

HILLS

nology to the public. l thmk one of the
ways is for ceuncil, t uti-

utes, agendas and other information.
For now, though, it may be envugh of i
chatlenge to bring officinls on line.

In eddition to reducing paper, he
believes it will save administrative
stoflers' time and cnergy.

“()m: of the reasons we've invested in

lize the technology.”

Grent has a larger vision, too ~ one
that involves public computer termi-
nols at pluces like City Hall, where res-
idents could access city council min-

togy,” Grant said, “is to streum-

hne and make things more efficient.”
Whether that proves the case
remainy to be geen. City Munager
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Fix: Amcritech crews repaired @ phone line at the site where a
water main broke in Farmington Wednesday. By Thursday
afternoon, users had water again.



