otturd. £

Shopping for
clothes would be
so much easier,
ifonly...

Driving down one
of our main streots,
Woodward Avenuo,
listening to the song
*“Brick House,” I had
an epiphany.

Well, perhapo it
was more like an
altered point of
viow.
“36-24-38 ...
a brick houes ...

SHOP TALK

she’s

NICOLE
goos the tune, and
STAFFORD  yomohow I can-

coived of a way ali
women could have the cquivalent of
those measurements.

Apply relativity.

We simply dovise a mensurement
syatem based on bedy type. True, not
everybody would be a “36-24-36." But
rather than just pulling out tho tape
measurs and counting the inches,
measurements would be calculated
relative to a woman's overall height
and frame, rendering somo of us a
“36” who now purchase only a “34" at
our local lingerie boutique.

1 mean, let's face it, everything real-
ly is relative. Why can't we ~ and
more importantly the world's garment
manufacturers and clothing designers
— face that reality?

Ask any woman what sizo clothing
ahe wears. Most will give you a range.
Some will give you a disgertation
nbout how size depends an the cloth-
ing designer and manufacturer, cloth-
ing cut, the particular type of clothing
you'ro talking about, the fabric and a
host of other factors.

A woman who wears a “10” in

Calvin

& Ask any Klein, for
woman what cmglplf;.
may happily
sizo clothing 7' She
sho wears. isn't snug in
Most will give Eileen F:'gi\-
er's petite
you arsnge. 1o
Some will An aver-
give you a die- oge woman -
about n size
cortaticn .. Too manld

probably fit
rather nicely
in n men's 38-nnrrow jocket,

So, since it's the numbers, not the
basic size of our garments, that differ,
why pay attention to sizes and mea-
aurements and thon do silly things
like write them into funky R & B
nongs that we would otherwise enjoy
listoning to? It's all relative. Yes it is,
indeed.

Real size

Then, I snw a set of gigantic yellow
lotters on a billboard eign. I think it
said *Joanne bought one and stuffed it
for her husband.” .

Hmmm, interesting, I thought.
“Eye-catching,” I said. And, then, like
it or not, “very effective,” I declared.

In omall Iottora — relative to the big
yellaw lctters — the sign, noar the top,
read Perdue. That's Porduo, as in
chicken.

That’s when I woke up and remem-
bered I didn't like the size I wore. 1
wns 80 much boppier when I wes in
college and had troublo wearing any-
thing that wasn't a petite size,

In n warld in which wo catch the
attentien of consumern by conjuring
up an image of a woman stuffing
pomething for her husband, the likeli-
hood that the big, big world of high
fashion and garment manufacturing
would ever devise and market a new
systom ‘or body measurements is
slim. Ev :n chicken gots a raw deal in
this soc oty.

Lat’; faco it. We don't like relativi-
ty; and, we love the idea of size. You
know, bxygur is botter (although not
always).

Relativity just goes against what
we, a8 n sucioty, are. That fs: Compoti-
tive, obseeaive quantifiers who like to
sct unrealistic bonchmarka and assign
numbars to everything we own and
do. !

Status quo
Besides, wo'd have to adopt 8 new

mystem.
And, beyond the usual protesta from

osteen-fricndly, rs!
and other dafondors of tha status qno,
most of us would be tvo apathetic to
,ﬁnd tline brushing up on our math
Iy, evan if the new -ysun made us

foel bottar abant ourselves.

Ramember the metrie w

But it was nioe t6 be MO.‘M
least unti);} woke
have to stuff more [y chlehu t@
bo ke uhd '
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Local polzce bring safety and convenience to
storefront center at Summit Place mall

Safety and
convenlence:
Local police
oiﬁcera put
the finighin,
touches on the
new Water-
ford Commu-
nity Resource
Center at
Summit Place
mall in
Waterford.
Storefront
police sub-
stations and
communit,
centers offer
convenience
and a feeling
of safety to
mall shop-
pers. They
also give
shopping cen-
ters an edge
over their
competitors
and seem to
create an old-
fashioned,
downtown
feeling within
the mall.

BY NICOLE BTAFFORD
SPECIAL EDITOR

nstafford@oe. homecomm.net

Day ot the mall: stop by Hudsan's
and pick up a gift; buy yourself . new
pair of running shoes; mncet a friend
for lunch at Ruby Tuesday; file a
police report.

File a police report?

That'a right.

Shoppers at Waterford's Summit
Place mall now will be abloe to take
care of civic and police matters, ne
well us shop for clothing, ehoes, bub-

lifting, credit card fraud and other
crimes.

Safety is a concern for any shopping
centor, which partly explains why
malle across the nation have heen sot-
ting up police sub-atations und com-
nunity centora like the one at Sum-
mit Plece, said Patrico Selleck, man-
nger of media relations at the Inter-
natienel Council of Shopping Centers
in New York. Tke facilities “just make
shoppora feel more safe,” she said.

Moll sub-stations alao sireamline
the proccus of arresting individuals
cherged with a crime, she said. At the

Township Supervisor Katherine
Innes, who, along with the communi-
ty's police department and mall man-
agement, npcarheaded the project.
“The mall is a gathering place for the
community. And, if you want to com-
municate and offer services to the
community which you serve you go
where the people are. You go where
peaple congregate. Where do thay.go?
They go to the mall”

While Summit Place's new contor
and other mall offorings lends
breadth to the idea that shopping cen-
ters are todny's old-fashioned down-

town districts, these services also
seem to nddress modern-day concepts
like “one-stop shopping” and “multi-
tasking.”

“More centers are incorporating ser-
vices other than what we traditionally
think of being available at a mall,”
srid Selleck. Whether it be post affices
or movic theaters or fancy restau-
rants, services and activities that
don't involve shopping give malls n
competitive edge, said Sclleck. “It does
help to know that you cun go to the
post office, buy n gift and pick-up milk
oll at once.”

ble bath and all those goedies that
malls have to offer.

The more than 20-year-old shopping
mall, located on Telegraph and Eliza-
beth Lake roads, welcomed Thursday
the Waterford Community Resource
Center to its list of storofront tenants.

Summit Place is leasing the space
to Watorford Township for $1 a yoear.

Lecated in corridor D on the east
side of the mall betwesn Hudson's
and Montgomory Ward, the center is
aimilar to a police sub-station. But, in
additlon, to providing visitars and the
mall with on-site police sorvices, the
1,200-square-foat conter will disponse
local government information, host
public safety and awareness programs
and provide a meeting place for com-
munity organizations.

“It could bo kids cutting through
your backyard. It could be traffic
that's tao fast on your streot,” anid
Waterford Township Officer Scott
Good of the conversations he expects
to have with shoppers and residents
when he's monning the conter.

Safety first

To be sure, the contar's presence
will act as a doterront to crime, spid
Good. And, not only will officers be
willing to accompany shoppers to
thoir vehicles, but also they’ll advise
retail tenants on how to prevent shop-

arrosts

nocted to

er.

lack

Summit Place cen-
ter, township offi- H
cers will be able to
detain and process
on-sito.
They’Il alsoc be con-

department head-
quarters by comput-

Aike downtown

Shopping malls
have been markot-
ing themselves ns a
surrognte downtown
to communities that
identifiable
business and onter-
tninmont districts
for a while now. The
ganorous mix of
ontortainment
vonues and restau-
rants ot tho area's
nowast mall, Great
Lakea Crossing in
Auburn Hills, exem-
plifiea the trend.

But that's exactly
why locating the
center at Summit
Place maokes porfect
sonso for the town-
ship, said Waterford

their

Resources, resources: Waterford Township Police Officer Scott Good works on
one of the computers at the Waterford Community Resource Center. The com-
puter connects officers at the center to police department headquarters.
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those offonded by thu new, ulf~ :

Retai), style and apecial atore events are list-
ed in this calendar Please send information to: Malla
& Mainatrecte, ¢/o Observer & Eccentric Newspa-

pers, 805 East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009. Fax:
(248)&244;3;_4 Inlbolrmauan’:nu;‘t[be mcgutd by &

m. Monday for publication the following Sunde,

” Y sﬁNDAY JARUARY 30 y__

BANDWRITING ANALYAIS
Hava your handwriting analyzed at Borders Booka

| & Music in Farmington Hills. Handwriting analyst

Liz Mills visits the store to eniortain and intrigue

those not inctined to watch the 3uper Bowl, 5 p.m.

For information, call (248) 737-8880.

MARY KAY MAKE-QVERS

Moot Mary Kay Coamotics repressntatives and par-
itary skin care and color consuita-

‘an Furniture stores in Dearborn, Livo-

avi, Royal Oak, Southfield and

TER TRUNK SHOW :

Vilw a te tnink show of Doncaator’s spring col-
‘womian at a local representative’s home

w Feb, 4. To schedule & peroonal consultation

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

———
or obtain additional information, call (734) 416-
8831

MONDAY, JANUARY 31

CHANEL COLLECTION

View Chanol's special order collection for apring at
Saks Fifth Avenue, tho Somerset Cellection in Troy,
through Feb. 1, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Designor Salon, scc-
ond floor.

- WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2

PRIORTTY BRIDAL REQGISTRATION

Hudson's sturea offer brides-to-bo special assistance
and early morming bridal registration before rogular
store hours, 9:30 a.m., Gift Registry Department,
Reservations are n«:euary Call Hudsaon's store
where you wish to registe

T " SHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3

CAROL HORN TRURK SHOW

Roz & Sherm, 6536 Telegraph Road in Bloomfield
Township, hoata n trunk show of Carol Horn's spring
clothing collection through Feb. 6, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. For
information, calt {248} 8556-8877.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4

CRAFT SHOW
Livonia Mall, 29514 Seven Mile Road, hosta a craft
ahow through Feb. 8, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. on Sunday. For infor-
mation, call (248) 476-1160.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY §
EXOTIC JOURNEYS AT OAKLAND MALL
Tho Travel Channel and AT &T Cable Services pro-
senta the Adventure Zone, a stute-of-the-art travel
exhilit featuring travel footage and hands-on activi-
tics through Feb. 6 at Oakland Mall in froy, 10 a.m.-
9 p.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. on Sunday.
Also, Ken Taylor and Tracy Gallagher, Travel Chan.
nol hosts, will make guest appenrances. For addi-
tiona! information, call (248) 685-6000.




