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Calling heaithy people: Blood drive donors needed
By e
tsmith®oe homecomm.not

age 17 or older to donate (heir

bicod to the American Red
Cross. [t'a getting tougher to find
healthy people in the first place.

A nationwide flu epidemic is
making it virtually impoasible
for the Red Croes to keep ade-
quate blood supplies, said Red
Cross spokesperson Diane Risko,
during Thursdsy’s semi-annual
blooed drive at Farmington Hille
Fire Station No. 5.

Adding extremely cold temper-
aturen into the equation, one
would almost huve expected
fewer participants at the Station
No. 5. But, after a slow start, an
afternoon rush pumped up num-
bers enough to actually exceed

In tough o get healthy people

the most-recent event in Aug.
1289,

There were 162 pints collected
Thursday, cnough to serve 486
people, nccording to Red Cross
officinls, explaining that cach
pint helps threc people. That
total was up slightly from
August, when 1564 pints were cal-
lected, It wan atmost the identi-
cal total of the Jon. 1899 event,
when the total was 163 pinta.

“The flu?” snid Farmington
resident Risko, repeating a ques-

Proparation: Volunteers
Marion Brewer and
Joann Cline assemble
blood collection bags.

Picking up: In the late afternoon, there was a lul at the semi-annual blood drive at
the Farmington Hills Station No. 5. After work, though, business picked up.

© “But we're hanging on by a thread. We kave
tess than a full day’s supply’ and requlre the
importation of 200 pints of blood a day.’

Diane Risko

—~Red Cross spekcswoman

tion. “That's big-time bad news.
Twenty-seven of 38 regiona in
the U.S. are in a nutional emer-
gency appeal for blood because of
the fiu”

The good news: Not here.

“But we're hanging on by a
thread,” Riske said, about the
metro Detroit region. “We have
less than a full day’s supply” and
require the importation of 200
pints of bleod a day.

Riskn explained that, in gener-
al, “People nren't showing up to
donate,” or are bding turned
away by nurscs at the donor site.
At 4 recent drive, 18 of 85 sched-
uted denors canceled because of
the fiu, uhe added

“On tap of that, December and
Junuary historically are low
(months) for Inboratories. The
supply in always low for the holi-
doys,” Riskoe raid.

‘Thursduy's morning shift aaw
71 donors, with 91 coming in
leter. During o slow part of the
day, Jounne Lindquist of the Red

Cross was staying optimistic
that the drive would pick up - as
it did. Lindquist, regional repre-
sentative for the Southenstern
Michigan Blood Services Region,
coordinntes 12 daily blood drives
in the aren.

“We'll try to keep that momen-
tum (from past drives) going,”
Lindquist said.

One reason for any momentum
at oll is Melissa Garr's involve-
ment, In a freakish accident in
July 1997, teenager Melissn was
criticatly injured outside s Farm-
ingtan pool when a heavy tree
branch fell and knocked her
unconscious. Melissa later cred-
ited the availability of blood for
playing a large role in saving her
tife, and now she is active in pro-
moting the Hills blood drives.
Her father is Lt. Mike Garr of
the Farmington Hills Fire
Department,

On Sept. 2, 1997, while Melis-
80 remained hospitalized und
was hattling to come out of a

Stu

ying the past

Hills woman named editor
of Jewish history journal

BY JONT HUBRED
BTAFY WRITER
jhubrediuoe. bomecomm.net

The charm of history and
its enigmatic lesson consist in
the fact that, from age to age,
nothing changes and yet
everything is completely dif-
ferent. Aldous Huxley

Aimes Ergan doesn't live in
tho pnat, but she loves to
study it.

“Pm o history buff in many
ways,” snid Ergas, who was
nomed editor of the quarterly
journal, Michigan Jewish
History last year. “But the
Jewinh anspect of it, I don't
know au much, I've learned a
lot.”

The Farmington Hills resi-
dent moved into her new
position quito naturally, bav-
ing written articles for the
journal. The former cditor, a
family friend, decided to
leave and asked Ergas to con-
sider taking the job. It
seemed like o perfect fit for
the busy mother of three chil-

ron.

*It's s Mexible kind of job,”
sha explained. *I have really
committed myself to being
there for my kids. 1 could
work at home, plus just the
content I find fascinating.”

Published by the Jewish
Historical Society of Michi-
gan, the journal has begun
its 39th yoar of chronicling
the history of the state's Jew-
ish population. It serves a
mucn different purposc than
other publications geared
toward a similar audionce.

"We try not to do any of the
current events, because
that's really not our mission,”
Ergas said, “This gives a good
overview of the importance of
some of tho individuals in our
communities and how they've
participanted in hintoric
events.”

@ Ergas has bean par-
ticularly impréssed
by learning how vaany

She has been particularly
fascinated with the pioneer-
ing aspects of Jewish history
and how populations have
located throughout the state.
A map in the Fall, 1989 jssue
shows more than 40 commu-
. spread throughout
Michigan from Trenton into
the Upper Peninsula.

“That whole pioneer story
is just so fascinnting,” Ergan
said. “I was amnzed when 1
saw (the map). It's a
widesprend population, and
it's melded into communitiea
everywhere fram rural to
urban areas,”

The challenge has been to
bring thowe cammunities
together, o challonge the
Journal and Jewish Histori-
cal Society of Michigan con-
tinunlly strive to mett. While
there is o grealer cdncentra-
tion of Jewish communitics
in southern Michigan, the
publication includes o wide
variety of articles.

Ergas han been particular-
ly impressed by lenming how
many Jewish prople have
played an instrumental role
in American history and
world events. She ticks ofl
the nnmes from iemory:
léndore Levin, onp of the
Amvricans sent to ce for
the peace confererice after
World War I; Philip Slo-
movitz, a journalistiand edi-
tor, who was voery iltﬂuenunl

Almes Ergas, oditor

in politics and U.8. relations
with Israel and Palestine;
Max Fisher, a veteran Jewish
netiviat,

As o publication of the His-
torical Saciety, the journal
serves as an archive for those
stories. The Society has
roceived n grant to set up &
website to put the publication
on-line.

“That's reanlly exciting,”
Ergas said, “We want to cre-
ate a 40-yeur index, to make
ia more accessible to people.”

The Society is allied with
many arca archives, like the
Jewish Federntion's, with the
goa! of providing the brondest
possible range of Information.
But Ergas in quick te point
out Jewinh history is only
part of o larger history of this
area.

“Wo participate with pro-
grama at the Dotroit Histori-
cal Muscum, and we're part
of the Detrait 300 cclobra-
tion,” she said. “The whele
community is made up of
smaller communities. We're
juat one of them.”

For more information
about the Journal or the Soci-
oty, call (248) 661-7706 or
(248) 861-1000.
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Getting ready: Red Cross
volunteer Carolyn Span-
genberg checks-in donor
Maria Gilligan, while
daughter Amandu Gilli-
gan waits.

coman, a record 184 pints were
collected.

Numbers for the Hills blood
drives continue to far exceed pre-
1897 cvents, Risko said. Only 25
donors each event was the norm
unti! Melissa's accident raised
the bar of awareness; an average

One more thing... Red Cross nurse Tricia Frazzini R.N.,
asks a few final questions of blood donor Dick Latimer.

of 133 pints has been generated
aince.

Even so, the numbers can be
improved,

“Only 5 percent of eligible peo-
ple donate,” Risko said. “And 70
percent will need blood some-
time in their life.”

Risko stressed that each dona-
tion of blood cun save three lives,
with bloed divided into three
components: red blood cells,
plasma and platelets, which she
describes as “the gold.”

Platelets only have a five-day
“shelf life,” anid Risko. She

added that 10 donors are needed
for enough platelets to give one
transfusion to o cancer patient.

Lindquist said two other Red
Cross bilood drives are being
hosted in Farmington Hille.
Those arc as follows:

B 2-8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 31, at
Forest Park Baptist Church,
26805 Farmington Road, coll
248-476-0080 for information.

@ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday,
Feb. 13, at Oakland Community
College-Orchard Ridge Campua,
call 313-257-7756 for informa-

tion.

Zero hassle.
Zero haggle.

Here's the amownt
due at sigming:

Here's what you pay per
month for a 39-month lease:

Zero due at lease signing on SL1.

No securty deposit required,
(Tax, title, license and registration are extra)

Hi) $995  $1.495

$158

$199  $172
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People hike choices. That's why this leasc is desigaed to be flexible.
Either way, vou won't get hassfed. Instead, you'll get things like

air <

eesistant pancls. Because alang with choies, people also hke features.

The thoughtfully redesigned S-Series,

CI player and dent-

Saturn of Ann Arbor
734-769-3991

Saturn of Farmmgton Hulls
248-473-7220

Saturn of Lakeside
810-286-0200

Saturn North
248-620-8800

Satsern of Phymouth
734-453-7890

Saturn of Southfield
248-354-6001

Satumn of Southgate
734-246-3300

Saturn of Troy
248-643-4350

Saturn of Warren
810-979-2000
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$199/month

39-month lease/38 monthly payments
0 due at lease signing
No sccurity deposit required
{tax, tithe, license and
TERIMTATION AFC CXEra}

Payments based on 2000 Saturm
SLt and an M.S.R.P. of $14,035,
Thirty-eight monthly payments
total §7,562. Option to purchase
at lease-end for an amount to
be determined at lease signing.
Primary lending source must
approve lease. Delivery must be
taken from partcipaing retailer
by 2/29/00. Mileage charge of
$.20 per mile over 39,000 miles.
Lessee pays for excess wear.
Payments may be bighcr in some
states. ©2000 Saturn Corporation.
WLUUU darurn Lorporation.

/a.SATURN.

A Different Kind of Company.
A Duffercnt Kind of Car.
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