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the atate equalized value of their
homes, since their taxes won't go

- up more than the rate of infle-

. ing groundwater from a construction site)
* and the effects on wella on that street,” snid
:-Power Rond Homeowners Association Presl-
dent Maurcen Thiering. “Mojor efforts

tion. This yeur, that's 1.9 per-
cent,

While the law creates a great
deal more paperwork for his
dopartment, the good of it lies in
a more manageablo roview pro-
coss. Now taxes don’t go up in
lino with value incroases until a
property ia sold.

. “Unlcea thero was a transfer of
ownership, most people are
going to scc a less than two per-
cont increase in thoir taxea
doponding on tho millage rate,”
Babb seid. “But there are some

neighborhoods whero asneas-
ments are going up double digit.”

Lower priced homes in the
southeast portion of the city will
likely soo the largost increases in
assossed value, he explained.
“Sturter” homes reprosent an
area undergoing the greatest

change.

*“It’s just n real high demand
market, and as overything olse
goes up in value, those do as
well,” Babb explained. *Higher
priced homes still sesm to be
daing very well. We haven't seen
dramatic swings in price, but we
have swon a little slower sales.”

Assessments are directly

Paﬂeﬂ' from page Al

linked to sales, and the asscss-
ing staff keops track of real
estatd tramsactions in all of
Farmington Hills' nearly 400
neighborhooda. Babb has o
record of sales over u period of 24
months, as well as current sales.

The idea is to detcrmine
whether trends from the past are
continuing or an anomaly, out-
side the norm. Babb said he uses
whichover value works best for
the taxpayer.

Though Proposal A has calmed
some of the taxing lai

law. They can’t appeal a value to
tho Michigan Tax Tribunal with-
out taking that firat step.

Babb aaid tho ¢ity doesn’t loso
many of thoge cases.

“The burden of proof shifts to
the potitioner,” he explained.
“We'll do an indepondent
appraisal on the property, If
we're wrong, we'll call before the
hearing and settle tho case.

somo homcownera still appoar
before the Board of Appeals to
presecrva their rights under the

B we do an i
appraisal, we have strong mar-
ket data to support our position.”

Stevo Brock hopea to introduce
paperloss packets for the March
20 council ing, but achiev-

right on his computer screen, 8o
it) bo immediately ready for dis-

ing that goal ¢ould be a chal-
lengo.

=It sounds simple, but there's
lota of izsuos that need to be
addressed, not the least of which

“I think that's going to suve
mo and tho people I'm interact-
ing with some time,” he said,
adding the clerk’s offico should
u!eo realize snm(:’ﬁnﬂa oavings in

is things like bound d
and site plans,” he said. *A lot of
things could be scanned in,”

He oxpects putting departmen-
tal memos in an electronic for-
mat will increase efficiency, Cur-

.rently, departmont heads sond
him documents, and if he makes
-changes, they're penciled in and
-then sent hack for corrections.
When those are sent via e-mail,
Brock can correct the doctment

p! ying docu-
menta for distribution.

Brock and » few council mem-
bera have expressed some iropi-
dation about actually using the
technology. Instend of paging
through a three-ring binder,
they'll have to click through
pages on o computer screen.

*I'm going to see how it gooa
from my perapective,” Brock
said. “I'm no computer maven.”
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Grant fecls that is

simply part of a necessary pro-
cess that will eventunily put
Farmington Hills on the cutting
edgo of technology.
*“I think everybody will get into
" he said !

pretty d back up sys-
tem, so that if computora go
down, data will be protected.
Because departmental reports
are composed in Microsoft Word
software, they can simply be

ferred to a central file and

the p
ly. “I think the majority of the
council is very much in favor of
this.”

Issuea of security have been
addressed, Brock said, in the
existing firewalls and virua pro-
tection systoms already built
into the main computers and
Iaptops. Algo, the dolivery sys-
tem won's be interactive, so offi-
cials won't be sending anything
back to City Hall.

Grant also noted the city has a

downloaded to officials.
He envisions a day when gov-
ornment will be campletely
less, as oy b
more sophisticated.
“Ultimately, I think that it
should be the goal that it’s all
done electronically,” he said.
Brock tends to bo a little more
cautious about the idea of &
totally electronic city hall.
“I hope the day never comes
when we're not obligated by law

hould be made to ensure there is
venience to the residenta.”

during construction includes:

rond.

n Installing fonces on both sides of the

"“rond to protect existing vegetation,

n Limiting conatruction traffic from the
south nlong the existing road, rather than
north beyond the end af the conatruction

zone,

n Providing residents with a temporary
nceess throuph Oonkland Community Col-

lege's Orchard Lake campus,

n Instead of excavating a deop-
or trench, boring the northern
sewer linen in an area where they
witl have to go deeper duo to an
exinting hill.

n Prohibiting the contractor
from storing equipment and mate-
rials within the drip lino of exist-
ing trees.

n Vidcotaping the road to docu-
ment its condition before construc-
tion, to ensure complete reatora-
tion nfterward.

n In the ovent the contractor
decidea to "de-water” the area,
wator must be piped acuth to a
natural outlet in the 11 Mile Road
aystom, rather than Power Road,

n Leads from tho main lines to
homes will be “back dug,” so the
equipment sits on the street and
diaruption to tho adjacent arcas ig
minimized.

Binsoll said the project has no
initinl budget; however, protective
mensures would undoubtedly add
to the cost. Under the consent

. agreement, the city will partici-

B

‘pate in an amount capped at

00,000.

Brock reiterated his commit-
mont to all the promises ho's
maode to homeowners, and also
agreed to o suggestion that the
city offer reaidenta the opportuni-
ty to have the insides of their
homes videotaped prior to con-
struction, to document any dam-
age from de-watering or other
activity,

Gail Salley was particularly
-concerned, since her homo lies in
-an arca where an increasing num-

ber of homea has altered the flow-

‘of drainngo and groundwatar.

*Our sump pump runs every
thires minutes, 366 days a yoar,”
sho said. “We're sitting on a river.
If de-watering takea placo and
we're sitting on a river, will we be
sitting in a sink hole?”

Brock assured her the city
would toke care of all homes
affected. Ho said specific ques-
tions regarding the de-watering
process would be answered during
mootings with residents held pricr
to construction.

Resident Irene Kernicky naid
she had talked to n homeowner
who had experionced n suifur
smell to his well water following a
do-watering in conjutction with
tonstruction at Green Castlu.
Thers, realdents were given
gallon contalners of patable water
to tide them over through the pro-

cons,
" In addition, she said homeown-
o8 40 an eren where pumps had

The list of protective measures required

+2+ n Aligning the sower in tho existing road-
. way, rather than digging up the side of the

no incon-
piped toward an existi

forward under the co!

practical approach.
“There i3 no doubt

ance?”

drained the cxcess water experienced prob-
leme with their septic systems.

Brock said that project involved a com-
pletely different grade of road and stressed
any water removed from the site will be

simply drained off along Power Road.
While thoy have little choice but ta move

officials assured residents they would do all
they could to minimize the impacts. Council
~anember Vicki Barnett snid every effort
would be made to protect both the rosidents
and the city in this procesa,
Council member Jerry Ellis took a more

ng outlet, rather than

nacnt judgment, city

in my mind we will

have problems,” he said. “Do we have insur-

City attornoy John Donohuse indicated spe-

ression in
dd\cpw who gualify.

When you're d , you often feel warse during the bolidays. The
Nty dprd o i f e g b The
wdults 18 and oldes. All research care is provided at po cost to

Holi
Biu&sd?y

Does this describe you...
lopeless

* Low energy
o Lass of interest or pleasure

g irrres for

(517) 349-5505

s
accepted for research. l?y;’(\’:ui interested in this rescarch, please call.
INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH STUDIES

Robert ], Bielski, M.D.

tled medical problems cannot be

1 (800) 682-6663

cific provisions for insurance and other pro-
tections would be included in the contracts
when they are let out for bid.

‘While construction could begin as soon as
late apring, it is also possible it won't begin
at all. Brock said the project developer has
to come up with a fairly large amount of cash
up front to proceed.

Officials have appointed Department of
Public Services empluyee Gary Zorza to
serve as linison between the city and resi-
deonts throughout the project. .
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PRETTY TILE,
GLY GROUT?
{THE STUPF BETWREN THE TRES)

Tired of mokdy, misaing,

dirty, cracked grout? We

clean, seal, repalr, regrout
& stain/change color

FREE ESTIMATES
The Grout Doctor
248-358-7383

Tong as I'm here, it’s not going to
go that way. We need to be core-
ful about that.”

to publish our agendas in the
paper and to have information

VARICOSE VEINS
CLINIC

FOR THE TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS
Performed by a Vascular Surgeon

* In office precedure * Most insurance
¢ Minimal discomfort ~ companies cover it
* Notime offwork  « FREE Initial Consult

Visit out Web Page: www.adnan.matta.com

CALL: (248) 858-3060, Bloomfield Hills
or (313) 582-0363, Dearborn . .§

thy

Could You Use A "

Winter
Warm-Up?
Are You Tired
Of Your Old Fur?
Don’t Miss This
_DOUBLE
TRADE-IN
Spend The Rest Of The Winter

Wrapped In The Luxu:
of. ,{PNrw Districh Fuz

Through Saturday Only!

hmew K889
2nd Century Fifth Generation of Truss 1

LY DETROMT: 7373 Third Avenue @ (313) 873-8300 a
%, BLOOMPELD HILLS: 1515 N. Woodwasrd Avenus ® {246} 642-3000
""m‘, www.dittnchlurs.com e

» Well Traincd Teachers:

* Primary students attend

Edison Schools Inc.

‘e

*d
Egison

school 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

" The Edison Oakland Public School Academymﬁ

Immediate Openings Available in the 1st and 2nd Grade for the current school year

« Research based curriculum developed by top universities:
- Success for All (SFA) Reading Program -Chicago Math/Everyday Leaming

Edison Schools Inc. has an extensive teacher-training program, which prepares teachers to effectively teach the Edison curriculum.

« Higher Standards and Accountability: All children are exposed to advanced curriculum and are expected to meet established benchmasks.

Edison Schools Inc. provides a rich and rewarding research based curriculum with an emphasis on assessment that provides accountability.
Edison Schools Inc. was founded by former publisher Chris Whittle and is led by former president of Yale University, Benno Schmidt. Edison
Schools Inc. is a for-profil company based in New York City and has 79 schools across the countiy.

For More Information
Call or Visit our office at 22111 Woodward  Ferndale, Ml 48220
1(248)582-8191 ext.1411/fax (248)582-8196

www.edisonschools.com




