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Regroup: The Great Books
meeting at the Farming-
ton Hills library branch
has been cancelled for
February. The group will
meet again at 7 p.m.
Mareh 16. The discussion
will be on Samuel
Coleridge's “The Rime of
the Ancient Mariner.” For
more information, call the
library at 553-0300.
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hit man to kill
Boak of Plymouth.

BTAFY PHOTO EY BILL
Upset: Lisa McIntosh, 26, who is charged with trying to hire a

her bnyfhend talks with her attorney, Stephen

Court

BY TiM SMrT
BTAFY WRITER
tsmith@oo.homecomm.net

Sitting together inside o van parked
outside the Farmington Big Boy on
Wednesday, Jan. 26, Lisa McIntosh
poured out her heart to someone she
thought wos a hit man, according to

rarents and to be electromcall
] clm? with ntfemptmg to
er boyfriend.

Judge l“rederlck Hnrris of the 4‘7th District
d Lisa Mcl d

to her
' tethered. She
ire a hit man

nllegedly forked over $348 in cash — in
addition to a phone number, a photo-
graph and the boyfriend’s driver's
licenne — to start the “wheels in
motion” to hove him murdered.
Melntosh, a Westland resident, wnx
arrested shortly after making purtial
payment to a “hit man” at a meating
where she ised to get him the bal-

the testimony of o police und cr
officer.

Testimony in 47th District Court Fri-
day and the playing of a tape-recorded
conversation were cnough fo establish
probable cause to bind the woman over
for trinl in 8 murder-for-hire case,

On the tape, 1 woman described a
rituation where the safoty of her and
her two children was being threatened
by her live-in boyfriend. Then she

ance of about $650 the following duy,
testimony indicated, The “hit man”
turned out to be an undercover detec-
tive for the Michigan State Police, who
waa made aware on Jun. 25 that Mcln-
tosh wanted to hirc someene to kill her
alleged)y abusive boyfriend.

During the preliminary examination
befare 47th District Judge Fruderick
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Digital TV: A tool
or exciting feature?

BY JoNI HUDRED
HTAFY WRITER
Jhubred@oe homecomm.net

Is it a new and exciting feature for
local cable subscribers or a tool to
leverage frustrating cable franchise

Pt Sk

Courtesy
counts on
the road

BY JoNt HUBRED
BTAF? WRITER
JhubredOochomecomu.net

It was a typical Fridny morning
for a 27-year-old Detroit woman,
who was driving to work in Farm-
ington Hills,

She pulied off on the westbound
1-696 exit at Orchard Lake Road
and propared to make what is,
under the best of circumstances, a
difficult
maneuver into
the far left turn
lane onto 12

ile  Road.
Without warn-
ing, an older
man driving a
18808 vintrge
pick-up acceler-
ated quickly
around tho left
side of her 1897 Tracor, pulled in
front of her and braked abruptly,

After verbally and digitally
venting his anger aver her driving,
the man awerved in and out of her
lane on 12 Mile, horassing her for
several miles before he aped off,

The following day, n 48-year-old
Southfield woman, whe was
pullmg into the pnrklng lot at

hant of Vino on Middlek
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Looking for & new job?
Find a great one that’s just
right for you in the
Employment Section of
2,
¢

- HomeTown Classifieds
g ]

Time Warner’s recent anntouncement
that digital cable service in on its way
to Farmington, Farmington Hills, Red-
ford Township and Livonia came with a
caveat for local subscribers, Tho service
won’t be available until an agreement
has been reached on the renewal of
Time Warner’s franchise.

“They've sent out a letter saying this,
too, can be available to your communi-
ty, unce we reeolve the contract,” said
Southwest Oakland County Cable
Commission Chair Bill Hartsock. *It's
48 though they're trying to use tliat as

a hmu bit of leverage on some of these
lSﬂ“e‘

According to Time Warner General
Manager Bob McCann, the compuny is
simply making a business decision. He
pointed to the high coat of catablishing
digital service nnd said the company is
reluctant to spend that kind of money
when its ability to do business in the
community is still in question,

“It is certainly not a negotinting
ploy,” he said. “We're not going to
invesat those millionk of dollars until
we've settled the fraachise renewat.”

What's the advantage to digital ser-
vice?

“Digital TV provides clearer pictures,
improved eound quality nnd more pro-
gram options,” McCann said. "We will
be able to offer about 25 or ya new
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Police breathe sigh
of relief on capture

gr'l JONt HUBRED
jhummonml

;A Farmington Hills police detective
,finally took a deep breath Wednesday
night, when Hills, Detroit and federal
ol‘ﬂcou :npzuud an ermed robbery
suspect she acci-
dentally set free.

ief Bill
Dwyar said
Thursday that
Johnny Frank
O'Bannon, 27,
was . captured
without incident
around 7 p.m. the
night beflore, in
front of a resi-
dence on Santa
Clara in Detroit.
He was then brought back to the facili-
ty from which ho walked away on Jan
12

“It's n great relief to the detective
who orroneously released him,” Dwyer
anid. “We're pluased there were no
crimes committed while he was out.”

Dwyer aaid the detective received a
five-day suspension. Officials also
insued writtea reprimanda to two other
efficera involved. He felt the disci-
plinary actions were fair, complated
aftor a swift but thoruugh investiga-

Suspect T .
didn’t escape”

BY Jox1 HUBRED
BYAFY WRITER
Shubred@oehomecomm.net

' Wearing leg shackles and s bit of
& omirk, Johnny Frank O'Bannon
sauntered into 47th District Court
Thuraday afterneon, 22 days after
walking away from a Farmington
Hila jail cell.

O’Bannon, 27, of Detroit was
charged with armed robbery, a
folony punishable by any number of
years up to life in prison, and with
escaping custody while awaiting

Pleaso soe mﬂ E

tion.

“The mistnke that was made wos
dealt with internally,” Dwyer said.
“Even though this was the firat prison-
er in our 20-ycar history to be acciden-
tally released, obviously we wiit review
our lock-up mnnual. We nre looking ot
tighter controls.”
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Treasure hunt: Maggie Malaney sports her beach shades
while searching for hidden sea treasures in the sand box.

Under the sea

ATAFY PIGTOS BY TLZABETR CARSYAIT

Kids learn swimmingly

Today's Lesson, an accasional serivx
which chronicles classroom activitics
in Farmington Public Schools,

BY TIM SMITH
WRITER
umllhﬂoe homecomm.net

1t wasn't exactly like trying to find
the Titanic deep in the Atlantic, but
kindergartners at
Alameda
Childhood Center
recently had a
unique chance to
explore their own
peraanal “ocean.”

Htment of

ing ix anuther il

Early

Who? Mr. Bones” wears a

snorkel, mask and water

They visited science teacher Terry
Schneider’s aquatic-themed class-
roam, complete with sand boxes, “Iigy
the Iguana,” scuba gear and windaws
featuring blue tint and stenciled fish
decorations. Many items on display

were brought in by the entire Alameda

wings.
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Home rule issues pit locals against lawmakers

BY JONT HUBRED
BYAY? WRITER
hubred@osiomecomm.net

To hear city officials in Farmington
and Farmington Hilla tell the tale, this
year's crop of state lawmakera has
trampled all ovor their rights to gov-
ern.

But legislaters like Androw
Raczkowski (R-Farmington Hills) sny
local officiale don't really understand
;vhnt people in Lansing are trying to

“I am a proponent of lacal control,
local ordinances, local zoning, locnl
ways of doing things, local

‘'l am a proponent of local contro), local ordinunces,
local zoning, local ways of doing things, local communities
taking charge of the way they want to run themselves. But
when It comes to state issues, a very minimal number of
them but the sizable onss, then it becomes problematic.’

Andrew Raczkowski
~-State representative

to run themaclves,” Raczkownki said in
a recent interview. *But when it comes
to atato iraves, a vory minimal number
nl' them but the nimblr ones, then it

ties taking chargo of the way thoy want

ic”

For example, he believes “livable
wage” rules present a significant prob-
lem for non-profit agencics. A group
based in Farmington that does busi-
ness in Detroit, for i could be

forced to pay whntever salaries proval
in the larger city, leaving less money to
help the needy, Raczkownki said.

Farmington Hillx Mayor Nnncy
Butes said Hills officials are simply
concerned with the erasion of “home
rule.” She thinks tawmakers, particu-
larly during this scasion, have nibbled
awny at cities' righta and budgets, and
she'd like to help them understand the
challenges local officinle face.

“I don’t support happily all the taxes
out there, but we do have to have taxes
to run our city,” Bates said. “They don't
understand what we're going through,
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