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e are plop in the middie of the great-
est surgo of technological
since the Industrinl Revolution in the
18th century. Information technology and its
'variaua applications such as the Internet will

duce an range of- that

ml] bring fundamental changes to our entire
pociety.
. We saw a great example in Michigan last
week.

It was the decision by Ford Motor Co to pro-
vide home and I
access to all 350, ,000 employees for a cost of $5
per month.

What a sensible and far-reaching step! At
me stroke, Ford not only brought its entire
work force up to date with tomorrow but 2lso
gave each worker an incentive to engage in the
technology that will change profoundly every-
thing in our society, including automobiles.

To achicve by traditional means such
engagement and patential productivity gain
would have taken yeara of complicated head-
butting negotiations with the UAW. Now Ford
js ahend of the pack, with DaimlerChrysler
and General Motors scrambling to catch up,
Many other employers are sure to follow.
‘Already, Delta Airlines has announced a simi-
lnr plan,

Moreover, the sheer numbers of people who
‘will enter into IT through employer-subsidized
plans will propagate the technology through-
out all reaches of society in a way never
believed possible. And for a big state like
Michigan, where class divisions have often
stalled profound social change, the impact will
be-unimaginably great.

A couple of years ago, I served on the Infor-
mation Technology Commission, a t.hmk group
put together by the Kellogg F A

ndeed Ford has a better 1dea

X Yo achieve by traditional means
such engagemont and potential pro-
ductivity gain would have taken
yoars of complicated head-butting
nogotistions with tho UAW.

alR . But the was unsuc-
cessful in figuring out ways to do it, partly
because the cost was high and partly because
nobody believed a government body would be
efficient enough to da it.

Now the distribution of IT throughout soci-
ety is going to come about through the simple
device of employer self-interest in a competi-
tive global economy.

‘What way particularly striking sbout the
Ford move ie how it resonates with the Ford
family history.

R ber, it was Ford chai William
Clay Ford Jr.'s great-grandfather, Henry Ford.
who carried the consequences of the Industrial

group of Michigan leaders from business,
labor, education and government all struggled
to make sense of the coming IT revolution and
worked to figure out how Michigan could gain
competitive advantage from it.

One of the big warries that surfaced was the
uneven distribution of computers and Internet
acceas through the society. In relatively
wealthy counties like Onkland, as many as 60
percent of all b holds have home

)t to Michigan in the early days of

thia century when he perfected the nssembly
line in manufacturing. .

The exponential increase in labor productiv-
ity brought about by the assembly line made it
possible for Ford to pay hia workers at the pre-
viously unheard-of rate of $5 per month,

Now, nearly a century later, the Fords have
preduced an equally revolutionary and far-
reaching idea based on similar insights about

and modems. But in poor and working class
areas, the penetration of IT drops to near noth-
ing.
Speaker after speaker argued that not to
equalize the distribution of computers
throughout our seciety would inevitably lead to
the kinds of conflict that followed the Industri-

We continue to recelve many positive
comments about our fIrst three Job
Falrs and want you to experience
personally how effective they are. If
you've participated In the past, you've
already discovered thelr value to your
recruitment program. We're pleased
to offer you this opportunity to be
part of our Fourth Job Fair and save at
the same tims!

QUR MARCH 29 JOB FAIR IS $725

and Includes:

One-quarter page ad in our official J0B
FAIR supplement with distribution to
more thar 260,000 homes / An 8-foot
skirted table and Chalrs ino bootns, please s
2 Box unches for two (2) staffers :
taaditionat lunches avaltable for $12 each) /
nclusion in all Falr advertising and
ectitoriat in The observer & Eccentric,
HomeTown and Mirror Newspapers / 3
nclusion on our Web sites promotion
of the Job Falr / Radio promotion on
20 stations / An excellent opportunity
to meet prospective employaes.

P ity.

Phil Power is chairmon of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm.net

vour pace or for
more Ihfornntuon
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POINTS OF VIEW

State could be perilous for Bush

ohn McCain is pretty much running m—= bolicved to have its palitiesl
j.mu to atate at this point, says his . GOP leaders

Mickigan campaign courdinator Sen. said it was done to icereare
John Schwerz (R-Baitle Creek), the state's profile in the yei-

No doubt about it, his presidential candi- mary, but critics believe j§ wes

dacy against front-runner George W, Bush more intended to give Bosh
got a significant shot in the arm by his 18- *uid and mwwm
poiat victory in the New Hampshire primary. March 7.
And the reaction here was immediaie. In the And it may well backire
days after the vote, voluntcers were calling mwrr on them Schwars cantends,
McCain's stato headquarters in Grand .. Probably 21 or 32 per-
Rapida to sign up at the rate of one every cent of Michigan voters are devout indegan-

minute, Schwarz said.

“I've spent more time with the media in
the last 30 hours than [ have in the last 30
years,” Schwarz said. “There’s been so much

.. he (McCain) couldn’t buy that kind of pub-
licity.”

This month is the critical time for McCain.
Bush already has enormous support nation-
wide. With legendary networking slulh
Bush has already built “
tiona throughcut the nation, his backers say.
He certoinly has a hefty campaign war chest.

Bush also has the Republican loyalists
working for him. From Gov, John Engler on
down through the legislative ranks, a majori-
ty of the players in Michigan GOP politics
signed on to support George “Dubya” long
2go.

The key to keeping the McCain candidacy
alive then, Schwarz said, is for his support~
ers to take his new-found resources — volun-
teers and contributions - and deploy them
swiftly and intelligently betwzen now and
Feb. 22,

With only a few primaries left before
Super Tuesday, McCain has to keep the
momentum going — in South Carolina Feb.
19 and in Arizona and Michigan on Feb. 22,

Would a loss in Michigan kill the McCain
campaign? Xt's been thought McCain's position as the

“Certainly a loss in both South Carolina bli was a political liability.
and Michigan would pretty much put a cap- | That's not likely to be true in deugnn
per ap it,” Schwarz said. “He's running state | Croesing Dems, it seems tc me, are more
to state and he would be out of money head- | likely to lock to him than to Bush, or Steve
ing into Supcr Tuesday.” Forbes, or Alan Keyes,

Arizona is McCain's home state. South Michigan was once thought ta be Bush
Curulmu is small by eumpumwn. That makes | country, It may turn out to be perilous terri-

str to the tory for him.
point that we'll see a presidential primary
campaign here in the next couple of weeks
unlike nnything we've seen beftye, -+ ¢

The state Legistature's decision to move
up the primary election date to Feb, 22 was

dents and ticket splitters, A majority of them
will vote for McCain,” Schwarz

There's yet another factor thet may make
the outcome of Michigan's primary even
more difficult to get a handle on — Demacrat-
ic croasover. We're likely to see a Iot of that
this year.

In some idential primaries in
Michigan, voters have been asked to name a
party prefe That’s gone now. And in
most other primaries, typically, the voter is
confronted with a choice — vote on the Repub-
lican ballot or the Democratic ballot. Mixing
ticketa cancels out the vote.

‘That's not the case this year. In fact, with
the Democrata voting in caucuses on March
11, their primary balloting doesn’t even take
place the same day. According to the Secre-
tary of State's office, there is no crosa check-
ing taking place to assure that voters don’t
cast ballots in both contests. The parties may
be “officially discouraging” it, but from what
1 can tell there is little real reason why vot-
ers should avoid voting twice.

Dems want their votes to count, to have an
impact, a8 much as anyone. And their own
party admits things will pretty well be decid-
ed between Al Gore and Bill Bradley by the
time its caucuses rol! around.

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state.and regional events, He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.nct
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Retirement

Redefining Living

Expenence the pleasure of independent living
Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks

Visit our new center ats
27475 Huron Circle
(248} 735-1500

adjocent 1o Tweive Oaks Mall

Waltonwood communities offer
the finest in independent living
and assisted living. Call today
for a personal tour:

Rochester Hills (248) 375-2500
3250 Walton Blvd.

Royal Oak (248) 549-6400
3450 W. Thirteen Mile R4 |
Canton (734) 844-3060
2000 N.Canton Center Rd.

Take comMFOrt in this etegant community that
offers the ultimate in independent living. Choose from
one or two-bedroom luxury apartments with kitchens
and patios or balconies. Enjoy our fitness center, hair
salon, activities, transportation and more. We offer every-
thing you need 1o live In style with extras such as pre-
pated meals, housekeeping and laundry. Just minutes
away from shoppling, dining, golf and other pleasures. Call
today for more information about our exciting new com-
munity or visit our website at www.waltonwood.com,
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