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Sid Abel from page C1

Fremember Abel as much for his
broadcast work. and
xadio, he provided celor commen-
4ary alongside play-by-plsy man
‘Bruce Murtyn from the mid
719708 until he retired after the
:1885-86 season.

“We firat m

in 1950 when I
3 ut of high
%chool for u radio stativn in
Sault Ste. Murie,” recalled Mur-
tyn, who is now retived and kiv-
Jing in Florida.

“Sid was centering the Produc-
‘tion Line up there with Lindsay
‘und Howe, and I went down to
‘usk Sid if 1 could interview him.
:He wos so friendly 1 couldn't
‘belicve it, ond (their fnundulnp)
‘continued for 50 years.

Abcel was one of the most
‘knowledgeable hockey people he
hu 5 ever knawn, Martyn added.

“1 just learned more hockcy
“from Sid than anybedy in the
Aworld, just sitting beside him
wand listening to him explain
“things, being with him before
“and after games and listening to
.his staries,” he said.

~OF alk the peaple [ know from
231 yenrs with the Red Wings, the
‘one 1 know best and consider
‘closest to me was Sid, (former
‘broadcaster) Budd Lynch, tes,
“but Sid was right there.

- “He was nn amnzing peraon,
~and he wan respected around the
league. Anytime you went into
“another NHE city, people want-
“ed to tulk to him, He had the
greatest senne of humor in the
“world. Everything about him
“was gesuine.”

2 Abel spent the last two yenrs
cof his playing coreer as player-

It wos a game for the goalies
“Tuesdny at Compuware Arena,
“The Plymouth Whalers' Rob
“Zepp shone n hit brighter.
4 Zepp turned away 19 shots on
“goal, including a pennlty shot, in
Zlending the Whalers to their
“third-straight win, this one by a
#1-0 count over the Surnin Sting
m an Ontario Hockey League
“gume Tuesduy.

The victory b«mxud Plymouth
iinto o tie for first in the OHL's
‘West Division with Sault Ste.
1Murm The Whalers are 29.17-4,

conch of the Chicago Black.
hawks, but he returned to
Detroit in 1858 to coach the fled
Wings and later bocame gencral
manager.

Abel signed former Red Wings
dofenseman Gary Bergman, now
president of !ho Red Wings
Alugni t and a matro-
ares busincssman, to his first
NHL contract in the mid 1960s.

“More importantly than hock-
ey, we were great friends, and
our families were very close,”
Bergman said. “I always soid 8id
was the Mnest gentleman who
ever walked into a hockey rink.
He was on honorable man.

“Onec of the most important
things to u player is knowing he
can trust his boss. Anything Sid
told you you could take to the
bank. He was a firnt-class guy.

“He's the kind of guy we're
rmlly, really, really going to
miga.”

Abel's grandeon, Brent John-
son, is a gonlie with the St. Louis
Blues organization, and Abel,
whe wax coach and genera) man-
ager of the Blues from 1871.73,
wis one of his biggest fans,

“5id, even ofter he got ill and
Brent wan doing well and was
drafted, his wish wos to live long
enough to see him piny in the
NHL," Mrs, Abel said.

“Hig wish was granted when
St. Louis brought him up last
year, (and he wod in goal for sev-
eral vietories). Hin grandpn was
su proud of him, and his proyer
wat answered when he did soe
him play in the NHL."

Awany {rom hockey, one of
Abel's faverite huunts was Cow-

[ HOCKEY

the Greyhounds 27-20-4. Both
teamn hove 63 points, but the
Whalers have played one less
game, Sarnie, which is also chal-
lenging for the top spot in the
West, iy 27-20-7 with 61 points.
The game's only goal was
scored in the opening period by
Eric Gooldy off a feed from
Shaun Fisher with 9:04 elapsed.,
With 4:26 to play in the first,
Piymouth's Andre Robichaud

ley's Old Vilinge Inn in down-
town Farmington,

He enjoyed playing euchre
with friends, including longtime
friecnd Michael McEvoy of Red-
ford, whom he met at the tavern.

“He was one of the finest gen-
tlemnn I've ever met,” said
McEvay, who knew Abel for
more than 20 years. “He never
said 8 bad word about anybody
even if ho could.”

Abel's ice skilla far outshone
his card playing akills, however.

“He was a better hockey ployer
than euchre pluy:.-r," he said, jok-
ingly.

McEvoy and two other friends
were looking for a fourth player
Tuesdny afterncon at Cowley’s.

“I'll miss the camoraderie, and
the hockey stories were tremen-
dous,” McEvoy said. “He knew
(juat) about everybody since
hockey was invented. He liked to
have n drink and talk — he wus
o greot talker.”

Cowley's manager Carol Ren-
odin ngreed with McEvoy's
agsessment of Abe) as n gentle-
man, especially when it came to
his fans.

“He wouldn't refuse anybody
an sutograph,” Renodin said. “It
was always o treat to wait on
him.” An autographed photo of
Abel sits in a prominent spot at
the bar.

Abel often visited Cowley's
with his wife, His favorite drinks
were vodka and water with o
aplash of orange juice, whiskey
and water or n Miller Lite,

Another friend, Bill Richard-
son of Farmington Hills, said
Abel had been sick for some

waus called for a trip and a penal-
ty ahot was awarded. Zepp, how-
ever, made the save on the
Sting’s Dusty Jamicson.

It was a sign of things to come
for both teams as the defenses
touk over. Sarnia goalic Greg
Hewitt was nearly Zepp's equal;
he had 24 saves.

The Whalers were just a bit
better, against onc of the hotlest
teams in the OHL.

Going into the gnme, the Sting
had been 7-2-1 in its last 10
matches,

time. Like McEvoy, Richardson
met Abet ot Cowley’s,

“It's ko #nd,” Richardson said.
“Iie’d been sick for over a year;
he just slowly wasted away, The
only reason he hung on so long
was for his grandson.

“He was just an all-around
nice person -- he and his wife,
He was very down to carth ond
never hud o bad word to say
about anybody.”

Friend Steve Nohina, who met
Abe) 35 years ago, said Abel
shared n special friendship with
uthietes, including Cowley's
owner John Cowley, o former
Gaelic (Irish) foothall player und
winner of three Gold Cups,

“You know athletes; they tend
to stick together,” Nahina said.

81D ABEL CARLER FACTS: Avel wat boin
Feh. 22, 1918, In telille, Satkatchewon, the
sama Conadian piovinze that sroduced follow
Red Viwigs great Gordie Howe,

Abel's HHL cotect begun with the Wings io
1938 and was Intacrupted fof iwo yaare
{1943-45) while he sorved with the Roya)
Conadian Atr Force during World War (1. He
Foturned to plsy L&ven MOre 1083008 wilh the
¥4ings (194552) nnd 1w0 m3 player-cusch of
Ihe Chicago Blachtiawks (1952.54).

Abel 15 bast known 03 the veteran center
mon on the Red Wings’ famaus Production
ine, which wvluded young wingers Ted Ling-
sy 02 Gorgue Howe.

I 612 fegulur 166%0n gomos, Abel scored
14U gouls anvd havd 283 osusts; in D7 playotis
gumnes, s totals were 28 ond 30, reopective:
Iy, Mis best sea%0n wis 194950 when he had
34 gonls and 3% assits, tnishing cecond in
tesgue scunng betind Lindeay; Howa was
e

Abel w03 named to the KL AN Stor tcam
four times and played on thrae Stantey Cup
championstup tesms (o Detioit (1942-43,
1949 50 and 1951.52. Ho won the Hart
$Acaonsl Troply ag he HHL'e most vatunile
Glayer 800 wus pamed “Huckey's Mun af the
Yeor® iy Soatt Maganna in 1934 49 whcn he
ind the league with 24 gows.

Whalers stop Sting for 3rd straight victory

WHALERS WIN PAIR OF GAMES: Ploying In
froat of 0 crowd of 3,613 In Sault Ste. Mo,
homa of the Wast Divisionteading Gray-
hounds, Ihe Whaicra faced long odds in & hos
tile susrounting. And they oveicams them,
Steptinn Mornis 6canng the game tying goz!
Vot 4:11 I¢ft 10 eeguintion, then getling 1
gome winnor trom Hate Kiser 3:01 inta over
time 10 claim a 7.6 win ovrr tha Greyhourte.

For the second 1ime o thios waoeks, thi
Whalers tuad 10 tiavel to Sautt Ste. Masia for o
Frioay pgnL game, then bus sia houts back 10
Plymouth for a Saturday game. i onch cae,
(he Whalers cume ol doublo winnwrs,

Saturday (holr victim was the Guelph
Slom, whom hoy thumpod B4.

Fridoy's gamo ogalnst the Grayhounds wos
2 hey ono. Plymouth twice had £0 battl huck
fiam voe goal denGits.

T e %

: :{l:umnt of host Watorford

Praston Peard scored two
goats end bad four assists as
the Plyers wan for the sixth
time in thoir Iset seven

games.

Farmington improved its
record to 15-8 overall, tripling
the number of victaries it had
last year during its inaugural

soason,

Brien Marion and Mike
Lautenbach also scored two
goalo aplece, Jeff Swanson
rad Eric Zelman chipped in
ope goal and one assist each,
and Matt Lee accounted for
the final goal.

Mprion had a pair of
assista, too; Glen Hearn wos
credited with three assists,
and David Brown and Kurt
Laird aesisted on one gosl
apiaco.

Bven Farmington goalic
Logan McLean, who earned
hie fourth shutout of the sea-
son, had an assist.

The Captains fired 10 shote
at MclLean in the second pevi-
od, hut the Farmingion
defense was less giving in the
first and last.

MecLean turncd four and
three zhots in those periods,
respectively, Meaawhile, the
Flyers peppered the Kettering
net with 40 total shots.

Farmington led 4-0 after
one period at Lukeland lce
Arone and 6-0 at the end of
two,

On Saturday, the Flyers
booated their Western Lakes
Activities Association record
ta 10-5 by beating host Walled
Lake Western, 3-1.

Tho first of twe gools by
Kevin Tomeroweki gave
Farmington a 1-0 Jead in the
gocond perind, but Western
tied the score in the third,

Farmington's Rosa Pattee-
son broke the tie with the
game-winnor, sad Temerows-

Flyers extend win

-Las, Lajed. Marion and Pate

torson hud ono agsist apiecs.
Greg Diven was in gosl the
entice gawme, 20 saves’,
fnr the Flyors, who took 28
at the Westar aet.
Fnrminawn concludes the
reguilar season with a nou-
lnsgue game Frlday night
ngainst West B odmm) A!
the Farmiugton H
Arcna, Tho Plyers' bont kku
Lakers in lste November, ti-1,
Farmington's game sched-
uled for Wednesdsy, Feb. 16,
with Livonia Churchill has
been concelled.
Livonin Public Bchools
decided to cancel tha
der of the regular sei fvr
the Churchill und leonin
Stovenson teams
brawl at the end of their pmo
PFridoy. Thore's & pouﬂ:lﬂty
the teams could still
pate in tho atate tournsment. .

SHASHNOCKS Wit AL TOURY.

for & taanaant text weckand
tath ga

Too Shamiocks m' 1) Gotentéd u- '
auetta. 4.3, s the openet Fridey mght
Hanked mocmr.alu Hilis Crmntrook,

“and (
10 51818 UD Ihar

Agaiast Cranbiook, Kalarischt o
twice aod azuisted on CC'p other twa |
£outs whils Ratigan had » gool phu twd
osttrts, Defensaman Rypn Yout lull;d
ot 1o 0f the tour gONS.

Gefansemon Andfow E£EeIt #COMRS
CC's oo ok whitn hact s
osust

“) shou'd 5oy this,” B1, )nhn uid. :
“Hyai Yout wea tho best Gefansumen in
tho toumnamant. Forget the acoring. he
{uet wus all ovor the placs. He woe muoeh”
fent.

Bon Dunne was In goal for both dotw:
teste and enncd the #ot o0 the oo
nament toam.

Morguatta narrowod 1he Mlmu M
70 seconds inta ihe middie pedod bit.H.
want bask out 10 & two-gonl murgla’ af -
9:48 whan Tim Rybinek) stored, asaiaced
by Jonn Petkonich and Davia,

Roas notctsed his second gosl st 1342
of the finok genod, ummuum
deawing the szslsts. i

So, say you want to get rid of that old exercige thing, and that fairly new
trimming thing, and that thing that could be great if it were fixed up a little. And
say that your whole pile of household things that you don’t want anymore totals
an asking price of $80. We'll put your ad in the next two issues of your hometown
newspaper and it won't cost you a thing!—nothing, nada, zip, zero, zilch,

Then sit back and wait for the phone to ring.

There are a few exclusions to this offer: Dealers, collectibles, pets and garage
sales, Other than those four your home FREE,

There are only three ways you can submit your FREE ad: You can FAX us at
7134.953-2232, or you can e-mail it to mulfig@oe.homecomm.net, or you can

[

spendzng a dime.
Here's the deal. For a limited time we are offering FREE three-line want ads for folks who have things to sell for a few bucks ( $160 or less).

I know a good deal when { see one.

Run my three-line ad in the next two issues of my hometown newspaper’s
classified section under Merchandise For Sale (#700—-#799 with the exception of

Garage Sales).

NAME:.

ADDRESS:.

2Ip.

DAY TIME PHONE

MY 3-LINE AD

2

3

W raservo the right to &dit your ad 1o fit three lines.

4 fillin the thing there at the right, and mail it to us. MALLTO: @l)lms:nm}r 8 Eccenirtc

! i . 36251 SCHOOLCRAFT, LIVONIA MI 48150

R So, go for it Attention: Freo Classified Ad Offer

: --------'-.l—-----------
: Limited Time Ofter / One &d per househoid per month ' .

: 4 ,

-t



