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Farmington Players present
John Steinbeck’s *Of Mice and
Men” 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 11-12 and 18-19, Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 24-26, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 13 and 20, at the
Farmington Players Barn, Farm-
ington and Orchard Lake roads.
Tickets $12, call (248) 663-2955.

BY EO]I!Z.RT WEIREL
BPECIAL W1

John Steinbeck's elnsaic moral-
ity tale, “Of Mice and Men" is sot
in the Salinne River valley of
Californin in the 1930s, America
ia in the depths of the Great
Depregsion.

Today's prosperity is almoat
surreal compared to those dea-
perate times. Under the thought-
ful direction of Sue Rogers, the
Farmington Players precede the
play with black and white slides
of the poorest of the poor farmers

Museums

With Aracrica
being pelted by
a tarrent of triv-
in TV game
shows, permit
me to ride the
wave by anking
a couple of quick
questions in the
visunl and per-
forming arts cat-

BACKSTAGE
PASS

- egory.

oM 1) Which of
the following
dance crazes

receivod their creative spirit
from African American dance?

a) The Slow Drag

b) The Charleston

©) The Twist

d) All of the above

2} Which of the following
Detrait area cultura) institutions
is presenting the exhibit:

“When the Spirit Moves:
African American Dance in His-
tory and Art?"

a) The Charles H. Wright
Musecum of African American
History

b) ’l‘hc Detroit Historical
Muscum

) All of the above

‘The answers to both quustions
are: all of the above {(d and ¢).

In a unique colluboration, the
Detroit Hiaterical Museum and
the Charles H, Wright Muscum
of Africnn American History are

to create n mood of despair.
About all these folks have are
drenms of better times. And so it
in with George and Lennie, two
migrants moving on to another
job, whom we meeat on a river
hank.

Lennie, played superbly by
John Boufford, is huge man-
child, Possessed of strength
beyond his understanding, he
can outwork any three men. He
loves to pet aoft things like a
mouse, a rabbit, a puppy. He is 8
strong, he can and does on occa-
aion, innocently kill them with
too much love. Boufford wisely
avojds playing Lennie as a
atercotypical villoge idiot. He
creates a character of dimension
and sympathy. Thomns Adams
effectively plays his tragic
friend, George, who attempts to
keep Lennie out of trouble.

A greater use of inflections

and pauses would add impact to
his important scenes. Trouble is
on the horizon as we mect fellow
workers on the ranch. Jim Snide-
man, Phil Hadley, Dave Gilkes,
Jim Jomnigan nnd Gene Connolly
play a variety of ranch hands.
Snideman, aa Candy, who has
lost a hand in an accident and
Connotly, a black man who lives
by himself in the stable, create
exceptionally good characters.
Mike Corraway, the boss, looks
terrific, but nceds to be more
forceful to put the fear of God in
hia new workers. Frank Ginie
plays his son, Curley, with nppro-
priate nastiness.

Kathleen Warner does n nice
job as Curley’s bored new wife,
who as they say, has “the eye” for
other men. Warner would be
even better if she were a bigger
tease and more flirtatious. At
any rate, she menses with

Lennie, he strokes her hair, she
serenms, and in trying to quiet
her, Lennie inadvertently stran-
gles her, A posse takes off after
Lennie. The play ends tragically
where it began, on a river bank.
George realizes he and Lennie
will never have that little place
of their own. Lennie never meant
no harm.

With a flawed lovo, George,
ends their mutual misery the
only way he knows how. The real
harm, perhaps, was the way
George covered up for Lennie,
because aociety woan't struc-
tured to take care of the Lennie'a
of the world.

One hopes we're doing a better
job of it today.

Bob Weibel is a Westland resi-
dent who writes community the-
ater revicws for the Observer
Newspapers.

HTASY Puctu BT B, Bori
Depresslon Era: ¥armington Players Jim Snideman
(left), Gene Connolly, John Boufford, Kathleen Warner,
and Thomas Adams (background) rehearse John Stein-,
beck’s riveting story.

collaborate to tell story of African-American dance

Detroit History Museum on
Woodward Avenuc tells the story
of African American dance from
its beginnings in Africa to the
present. With video, rare musi-
cal instruments and masks used
in African dance through the
ages, it makes a strong cose
about the dominant influence of
African dance in the shaping of
American cultural identity. Par-
ticularly fascinating is a demon-
stration of how the melding of
features in African and Euro-
pean line dancing formed the
raots of the “called”™ American
square dance tradition.

“Spirit Moves”

Doh-sec-doh down the road a
piece to the Charles H, Wright
Museum of African American
History on East Warren and you

ONEIAT

Breaking the Code
by Hugh Whitemore

an 1 docusdnima about

Alnn ring, the man who broke

the Enigma code durtng WIVIL

Hilberry Theatre
Feb. 11 - April 8

Tickets $11-$18

jvintly pri g this P
cxhibit through mid-April fram
two  distinctly  different
appronches.

The history exhibit at the

Group D
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NQUSEHOLD PROBLEMS?

Tune-in Bob Allison's

{WNZK 690 Al « Mon.Fri. 9 am-11 am)

can the expericnce the artiatic
component of the “When the
Spirit Moves” exhibit, The works
of more than three dozen African
American artista arc exhibited,
including Benny Andrews, John
Biggers and Elizabeth Catlett,
with each piece reflecting the
history of African dance.

In the words of exhibit curator
Dr. Samella Lewis, “The art
responds to cultural impulses
and historical realities. African
American dance gave meaning
and beauty to its people. The
strength and appeal of this
dance tradition was so great that
it nlso shaped and impacted
White dance and culture.”

On the next edition of Detroit
Public TV's BACKSTAGE PASS,
niring 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 13,
segment host Nkenge Zola takes
viewers on a tour of both
exhibits.

One last question.

Why is “When the Spirit
Moves: African American Dance
in History and Art" such an
appealing exhibition?

a) It celebrates a form of
expression that has had tremen-
dous impact on American cul-
ture.

b) It exposes the works of some
great artists to a broad audicnce,
both at the museums and to
viewera of BACKSTAGE PASS.

Nm: Appearin,

® NOW EVERY
| e TUESDAY & THURSDAY

p THE SIHOWCASEMEN.

DINNERS
Srom 8 p.m.

DINNERS
fram

°6.95

.

d) All of the above.

I think you know the answer
You've been a wonderful contes.
tant. As a parting gift. dan’t for.
get to play the home version of
Detroit’s cultural scene, BACK-
STAGE PASS.

¢) It represcnts a significant
collaboration between two war-
thy cultural institutions, which
are offering workshops with
shuttle service to the exhibits,
and discounted ticketa for those
visiting both venues,

Warm Up At Buddy's

Voted #1 Pizza In Metro Detroit!

We're Your K
Party Place..
Cal us About
« Party reservations
« Carry-out Party Trays

Take Out! "+ All-you-can-eal Panly Packuges
Livonia * 248-261-3550
33605 Piymouth Road « Just W. of Farmington Road
Or Visit One o] Our Othar Buddy's Locations:

Farmington Hills « Bioomfield « Royal Oak » Auburn Hills
lbom . Delvoﬂ -Warren + Pointe Plaza

AL
PESTAURANY
PIZZERIA

Lairary

2300 Festherstone Road
Auburn Hills, MI 48326
248-334-2222
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lll*lllﬂllllll\h . Ilﬂl\l lllil!llll\l* « 1l ‘I[I“llllll\

8051 Mlddlcbell (heeen Jay Rd. & Ann Arbos Trail)
421-6990
OPEN MON. THRU SAT, 11 A M. - 1AM,
SUN. Noon - 2 A M,

5
Read our Classifieds!
You never know what treasures you'll findil!
@hscmug Feeentric W’

HOMETOWN CLASSIFIEDS

248504170 w-muco\nymumom
3222 Clarkston, . Oxtor,
oeonwne com

7

LUNCHEON 11:00 - 4:00 ‘Oaxtand M
Camryouts Avallable ¢ Banguets Available Nochester Rochewte: M 148.852. Waleriord 249-475-4500

0 £
PRIME RIB Au jus 312,%
51 9 95
FILET MIGNON & JUMBO SHRIMP SCAMPI .
ONE POUND ALASKAN KING CRAB LEGS $21.%
SAUTEED ALMOND PERCH W/RICE PILAF 11,9
Call for reservations!

Take your pick of romantic weekond escapes. Each includ s a
NUNOUS TWO-00M SuIlD, evening beverage recepton, froe
Prepared-10-0rder breaktast. use of «xkaor pool whirtpool and
hitness conter ~ plus Oxtras as descnbed belxw

+ Filet Mignon with Sauteed Mushrooms
« Grilted Satmon wilh Dl Sauce

* Chicken Cordon Blen

Al dinners served with soup, salod,

duuu' Qf potate and rofls with butter

Romance Package Inclixdes a bottks of champagne.
chocolates. bubbie bath and use of terry robes
BounceBack Weekend® Our kv BounceBack rate starts
as early 25 Thursday wath a Satuxday mght stay

For reservations vist www. hitton.com. Or call your
professional travel agent. 1-800-HILTONS, ot the

Hilton Surtes Auburn Hills at 248-334-2222.

It happens " -

Present this adl at check-it and recowe §20 off jrces hsted sbovi
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44142 Warren Road » Canton.

734-416-0880 )




