Norm Stulz,
Michigan’s pre-
miere gtory
teller, performs
8 p.m.and
10:30 p.m. at
Joey's Comedy
Club, 36071
Plymouth
Rood, Livonia.
Admission 312,
call (734) 261-
0555, or visit
the Web site:
wwiw. joeyscom-
edyclub. com

The Plymouth
Symphony
Orchestra pre- |
sents “All That
Jazz,” featuring.
drummer Pete
Siers, 8 p.m. at
Qur Lady of
Good Counsel
Churck, 1160
Penniman, Ply-
maouth. Precon-
cert chat with
director Nan
Washburn and
composer
Harold Farber-
man at 7 p.m.
Afterglow at the
Outback Steak
House, 42871
Ford, Canton.
Tickets $12
adults, $10
seniors/ college
students. No
lergc or stu-
dents through *
grude 12,
(734) -
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The Phoenix Ensemble join the
Gemini brothers for a magical,
musical concert for children and
the whole family 3 p.m. at the
Michigan Theuter, 603 E. Liberty
St., Ann Arbor. Festivitics begin
at 2 p.m. with an instrunient pet-
ting zoo where children can
touch and play orchestra instru-
ments, in the lobby. Tickets $16
adults, $10 students/ children,
call (734) 763-8587 or (248) 645-
6666,

Hot Ticket fteen: The
Martha Grakam Dance

Com,

nyw:ll ba on at
" the Music Hall flg
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URCHINS

CONTINUE TO

) WARM HEARTS
OF AUDIENCES

tacie Guerreso removed

her cap to tousle what was

left of her shoulder length
locka. The 12-year-old East Mid-
dle School student neemed
almost matter-of-fact about
“Oliver!” director Ralph Roaati
cutting her hair before
rehearsal. It was port of the deal
if Guerreso nccopted the lead
role in the Plymouth Theatre
Guild production, which opens
Friday, Feb. 18.

Guerreso has mado plenty of
sacrifices since accepting her
first role at age 7, Fern in “Char-
lotte's Web" at the Marquis The-
atre in Northville, The long
hours of rehearsal are well-
worth the experience, including

- professional theater, that she's
Dbeen able to list on her resume,
In 1998, sho played a young
Helen Kellor in “The Miracle
Worker” at Meadow Brook The-
atre in Rochester.

“It's atill new,” snid Guerreso,
n Farmington Hills resident who
began dancing at ago 3 ot
Encore Dance Academy in West-
land. “But it's OK. The raost dif-
ficult thing about this role is
getting thrown around. I'm the
youngest of five 8o I'm kind of
used toit”

Big production

Mary Lynn Kuna and Robert
Czaplicki are tcaming up to co-
produce the show taken from
Charles Dickens' story about an
orphan who's headed for trouble
unless he changes his'woys. Set
in the 1860s, tho play by Lionel
Bart, closely follows Dickena’
“Oliver Twist.”

“Usually musicalg need two
people,” said Kuna, a8 Plymouth

Steppin’ out:
Di

—. e

Rosati leada
the cast
members in
a few steps
for 'Oliuer’
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on the road.to no good.

rumkem. working on her 22nd
consecutive show with the Ply-
mouth Theatre Guild. “This a
large cast — 36 individusls
including 16 children also musi-
cinns and choreography. But we
have fun. The music - there’s a
lot of it with familiar melodiea
like “Consider Youraslf,” and
there’s so many children in it.
Feople like shows with children
in it. Thoy like to sce shows with
their children in it and bring
their relatives.”

This is Czaplicki’s firat time
as co-producer 80 he's learning
*a lot on the job.” Czaplicki pro-
vioualy worked on the electrical
and sot construction for the

i (Bloom
gg dirnc:ed and choreo-
and

Temptatlon Mare Rosati (I’agm) shows Stacie Guerre-
so (Oliver) some stolen goods as the two rehearse the
Plymouth Theatre Guild’s production about an orphan

_ tion for what it takes. Qur stor-

Wat: Tho Plymouth Thaatre Guild par-
form ~Olivert”

Vihen: 8 p.m. Fridoy-Soturday, Feb. 18-
19, Feb. 25-26 and March 3-4; ond 6
p.m. Sundat, Feb. 27.

Whaete: Water Towor Theatro, 41001
W, Soven Mile Roud, betwenn Haggerty
and Northvlila ronds on the campus of
the Northwille Psychiatric Hospito!,
Northwillo.

Tioketa: $12 odulls. $8 students ages
18 and under, call (248} 349-7110.

Guild's *Wait Until Dark” and
“It's a Wonderful Life.”

“Being a co-producer is like
construction,” said Czaplicki of
Plymouth “You see the actars
turn into the characters whon
they put on their clothos. But

t has always i
me. You really got an approcia-

age space is limited a0 we keop
reusing scta. To look at a scene
or prop there’s no telling how
many lives it's had. All you can
do is count the coats of paint.”
Show choreographer Barbara
designed the *Oliver!” set.

graphed over 70 shows, and was

Actors kick up their heels in “A Chorus Line”

BY LINDA ANN CEOMIN
STAFY WRITER
Jchomin@oe.homocommnet |

Darren Piorson and Laura Cable
havo stars in their eyes. It may only be
a dream naw, but the two teenagors
hope to one day dance their way onto &
Broadway stoge. In the meantime,

+ they're ainging up a storm in tho Tin-

darbox Productions presentation of "A
Chorun Line” opening Friday, Feb. 18 at
the Musonic Temple in Detroit.

Pierson ia already an old hand whon
it comes to theater. The Rodford
Thurston High School senior began act-
ing in 1990 at the Redford Youth The-
ater. He's been involved with Tho The-
atre Guild of Livania Redford, Lunch
Bunch Players and productions at his
high achool. Ho met Cable, a sopho-
mors at Troy Athens High School,
whils playing Rooster in Tinderbox
Productions’ presentation of “Annic”
earlicr this yerr.

“1 really liko playing Mark Anthony
in “A Chorus Line,” said Pierson. "He'n
20 yearn old and thia is his ﬁr:( audi.

. Miekatet $18 rasrved, $10-837 g
Mn”.cl’ (813) uusaz. A i

tion. The musical is all about an audi-
tion. This is his first 80 it's very excit-
ing. He's very optimistic. My favorite
song is “What 1 Did For Love.” It meana
a lot to e and shows what people have
done for theater.”

Falling in love with Val, the girl next
to him in “A Chorus Line” camo casy to
Piorson au an actor. Ho did the show
last year with The Theatre Guild of
Livonia Redford. Tinderbox Produc-
tiona’ adult enacmble, in cooperation
with Tarna-Witmark, ia presenting the
original Broadway nho;v directed and

choreographed by Michael Bennett.
“The challenge for me ia the ballet,”

said Pierson. “I haven't had much bal-

1st. It: cool, I juat wish I could do it

1.
Cable is still adjusting her schedute
to accnmmodlte uhaurauls l'or the
show d
The adult ensemble is practicing its
ateps every day. .

“You have to make time for it,” said
Cable. “But I love theater. It's the sense
that anything can happen because you
have live people in front of you per-
forming.

Cobln plays Judy Turner in her sec-
ond Tinderbox Production. Unlike the
charactera in “A Chorus Line,” Cable
was new at auditioning when she won
a role in “Annie.” Ballet studies since
kindcrgnrlcn helped hor secure the

'Ita been a challengn learmning all the
dancea and polishing it up in time,”
snld Cable. “Darren ond other poaple in

Flopen sce KICK UF, £2
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Dance ensemble .
makes ‘entrance’
at Smith Theatre

BY KEELY WYGONIRK
STAFP WRITER
kwygonik@oc.homecomm.net

Building on the mementum of ita suc-
cessful June debut at the Dance Thenter
Workshop in New York City, the Eien-
hower Dance Ensemble is focusing on
developing its local audience,

On Fridoy, you cun sca the group por-
form at the Smith Theatre on the
Orchard Ridge campus of Qakland Com-
munity College in Farmington Hilla.

The program of repertory favorites,
titled “Entrances and Exitg: Dance for a
New Millennium,” will include works by
artistic director Laurie Ejsenhower and
internationally known choreographers
Colin Connor and Billy Siegenfeld.

A highlight ia Sicgenfeld's jazzy
“Lunncy,” an upbeat, fun new wark the
company commissioned earlier this
year,

*I am looking for-
ward to presenting
my company once
again at Oakland
Community Col-
lege's Smith The-
atre,” said artiatic
director Lauric
Eisenhawer. "It'a a
luvely little the-
ater.”

Eisenhower will
present a section of
a work in progress
that takes a look at
aging, and will
lond her voice to
*Moen Dances.” This work, set to n
Robert Moran composition, blends
ensemble symmetry with lyrical virtu-
osity.

One of the mare dramatic works an
the program is Connor's “Pyre,” sct to
the music of Gavin Bryars, *It's a decper
piace, a little more classical, that
roflects on the impression one individ:
ual passing from this existence leaves
on those remaining behind,” said Anne
Bak, & company member, and associate
manager. “But there's a real senso of

T "Fleaso sce ENSEMBLE, 12

\What: Elsenbower
Dance Ensemble pre:
sents “Entrances And
Exits: Dance for a
New Mitlennlum®
¥iea: 8 p.m. Fridoy,
Feb. 18

Whars: Smith Ther
otre on tha Orchard
Ridge campus of
Oakland Community
Coliege, 27055
Orchard toke Road,
Farmington Hills.
Ticketa: $16 gencral
odmission, call (248)
471.7687

Hoofiy’ It: Laura Ceble (lef?),
Darren Pierson, and Shannon
Van Esley put on their dancing
shoes for “A Qhorus Line.”
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