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‘The Beach’ is hardly a paradlse for film-goers.

BY JON KAt
BPECIAL WRITER

‘The groans of the girls said it
all. Not moxns of desire, mind
you, but groans of bewilderment
and disappointment. Thir is the
project the “Titanic” one waited
two years to make? “What was
Leo thinking?® said one young
film-goer, hurrying off as if the
memory would fade more quickly
that way.

Weil, what, indecod, was
Leonardo DiCaprio thinking
when he committed to “The
Beach™? And why such reoction
from its audience?

After all, they'd just seon Leo
as Richard (no one has a last
name in this movie), an aimlcss

American who, by a stroke of
luck, winda up traveling in the
company of n beautiful girl and
her companion. In due courso,
his natural charm wins the girl
away from her jealous beau. And
not long aftor that, he and the
girl end up underwater together.

Sounds like an unsinkable
story, doean't it? It worked for
Leo once before, didn't it? *Tho
Beach,” however, is anchored
down by its vapid characters,
sonselesa plot and jame humor.
Charm alone can get you just so
far.

In this hybrid of “Apocalypse
Now,” *Lord of the Flies,” “Blue
Lagoon® and, if unintentional,
“Titanic,” too, Richard runs away
(from what?) to Bangkok, seck-

ing “something more boautiful
and exciting and dangerous.”
Before his first night in town is
over, he drinks snake blood with
some local lowlifes, checks into a
fleabag motel and amokes pot
with the guy in the next room, o
flamed-out druggic named Daffy,
as in the duck.

Daffy tells Richard about a
hidden island paradise. The next
morning Daffy slashes his
wriats, but not before he's taped
a map to this super secret hide-
away onto Richard’s door. Not
slipped it under the door, you
understand, but right there out
in tho hall. You can’t expect any-
one called Daffy to think of such
things.

Richard persuades the young

Paradise lost: Etienne (Guillaume Canet) and Francois (Virginie LeDoyen) watch

chharcl (Leonardo DiCa

Beach,” now playing in theaters.

French couple two doors down to
go with him: the beautiful Fran-
cois (Virginie Ledoyen) and
boyfriend Etienne (Guillaume
Canet). Swimming through miles
of shark-infested waters, they
reach the island and discover its
secrets. On one side: cannabis
ficlds farever, guarded by Uzi-
wielding Thais right out of Cen-
tral Casting. On the other side:
two-dozen descendants of Gilli-
gan, Ginger, the Professor and
Maryann.

Paradise, thoy come to realize,
i8 good for maybe a weck, ten
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PITCH BLACK .

When a palice officer, prisoner snd
pilot crash 1and on & nightless, Iife-
loss planet, the group Snds its a
steuggle ta survive when 2n eclipse
brlngs nignt to the planet for the first
tima in 22 yeara — giving life to lethel
nocturmnal cresturas, Stars Vin Diesal
and Cole Hauser.

DITERENCE o
Thls positical thriller ja oot in 2008
and tefls the story of g incumbent,
peasident of the United States why
becomes trapped in B Coloredo show.
storm when snd Intematlonal jncldent
occurs. Stars Kevin Pollack.

TANMONLS -

A retlred prizo fighter embarks on o
Jouraiey wih his son ant grannuon to
soarch for 13 long-lost dlamonda, -
St Kirk Dou[lm. men Bmul ond
Dln Ackrﬂyd.

RORIORGTRE .
Hung Fu moets Np hop on the saody
waterfront of Oakiang Californds, when
A shaky 1ruco between Auan and
Africon Amarican crime gonga disinte-

. greto, Gtocs Jet L and Delroy hindo.

days tops. DiCaprio's descent
into hia own peraonal “Heart of
Darkness” includes imagining
himself in a video game and
imagining he's as good an actor
as Martin Sheen in “Apocalypse
Now." Delivering narration lines
like, “I tried to remember the
person I used to be, but I just
couldn't” doesn't help his cause,
DiCaprio as nction hero still
deems a stretch, but he does
have a convincing way as an
international girlfriend-stealer.
British actress Tildn Swinton ia
the atrongest presence on the

rio) burn the map to a secret island paradise in “The

screen as Sal, the commune’s’

despotic leader.

But even her character is.
ridiculous; Sal refuses to let any-
one go for help when one of the -
flock necds serious medical-
attention, but she has no preb- -

lem jumping into a boat and

making for the mainland when*

they need batteries for thmr
Gameboy.

It's hard watching the screen;
when you're 8o busy rolling ynur
oyes.

B - wguinst a tanm of criminats who

' Pltoh Black: Stars (left to

right) Keith David; Rhi-
ith, Rhada

ana Gri
Mitchell and Vin Diesel.

THE WHOLE NINT YARDS

Nicholaa "Oz" Gsaranksy It 8 nico den-
tist living In suburban Montreal, His
new aeighbor, Jimmy “The Tulip™
Tudeskl [$ 8 nit man in hiding, Oz and
Jimny find thormsolves with eomething
I commaen, somaone’o tryng 1o kill
them and thay hava to find a way to
work togather 1n wold untimely ends.
Stars Matthuwy Perry, Brucs Willla,

1 ‘Siheduted (o open Friday. Fob. 25

+. A newiyteiansed convicl e ot to
st 8 now tifo when ho finds himaolt

- Datieve he has fnformation an o job
they're planning. Sta:s Don Alnteck,
Gary Sinise end Chastize Theron.

SRIPATICO
Pychclogical thriller 1akes plece In
tha fost-paced world of thoroughbred
horsn rocing. Throe friends hateh a
olan to exdeute the ultimate scoie.
But tho plen goes awry whon two of
them run of with their take. Partners
in crime, the throe find themsoives
bound by @ cocret and yet divioad oy o
bateayat of the heurt, Starg Sharon
Stone, Joff Bridges and Nick NoRe, .

WORDER BOTS

Flim adagtation of the Michoe! Chabon
novel sters Michwsl Dougias, Francls.”
McDonmand and Katle Hotmes. Dou-
@las pleys English professar, ari nov
elist Grady Tripp who |8 struggling whh

Drobiams ¢ fy astolencir, a -
dond dog and an unfinished 2,800
poge navel,

‘Boiler Room’ a wild journey into
unethical money-making scam

BY LANA MINT
STATY WRITER
Imini@oe.homecomm.net

Midway into the *Beiler
Room,” an arrogant gang of
money-crazed stackbrokers guz-
zles beer, and together recite
lines from the movie “Wall
Street” as it plays on a hig screen
telavision.

The scene initially makes
sense that uncthical atockbro-
kev/telemarketers hold Michael
Dougles' acedy “Wall Street”
character as their inspiration to
scam a quick million bucks. But
a later scene in “Boiler Room,”
whoro the movio's main charac-
ters ruin a restaurant's ploasant
atmosphere ala “Goodfellas
style” — with loud profanity,
Mafia-style suits and even a Joe
Posci charactér who'a ready to
beat up anyone at any moment —
gives a cheap twist to a script
with a fascinating concept: the
fast world of illegal, fly-by-night-
stockbroker firms,

Whils it's true that a group of
young, wild, disrespectful,
money-grubbing men willing to
auck anyone of thair life’s sav-
ings could in fact behave as

ely ar a “Goodfellas” charac-
ter, most of “Beller Room's” chare
acters seemed too predictable,

But Giovanni Ribisi, who plays
lead character Seth Davis, not

£

I ‘Those who say that money is the root of all

evll, don't have any.’

“Boiler Room”

only ndds depth to the movie, but
also makes it enjoyable.

Ribisi portrays Seth, a college-
dropout who runs an cfficient
illegal casino from his amall
Quecns apartment. His clionts
are neighborhond tecenngers
whom Scth treats with sympa-
thy while sucking their menger
college funds and lunch money
(frustrated blackjack losers are
comforted with free folafel sand-
wiches and Cokes.) His business
infurintes his judge-father (Ron
Rifkin). To win his approval,
Seth decides to become a atock-
broker.

Instend of working his way
slowly up tho corporate ladder,
Seth 1anda a job at the smarmy
J.T. Marlin company, where hia
boss (Ben Affleck) tolls the new
crew of telemarkoting/brokera
that they will earn & cool million
dollars within three years.

“These who say that mouey is
tho root of all evil, don't have
any,” ia the line Afflock usos to
woo his now employecs.

What he doesn’t tell them is
the businenss is illegal ~ anl
uncthical - and forces Scth 1o

make a moral decision, on behalf !
of his father and the pcople he |

scammed, on the heels of an FBE
bust,

Those attending New me
Cinema’s “Boiler Room" hecause -
of Ben Affleck will be dmnppuml-
od as his role in the movie m
minimal.

Written and well directed by
Ben Younger, the movie takes |

viewers on a wild ride into the |
immoral lives of get-rich-quick'

seam artists who care more for |
now Forrarig than the families
thoy destroy. The romance
between Soth and Abby (Nia
Long) is undeveloped and unnec-
esnary, but the plot of the lucra- 1
tive brokerage acam - and the
well-ghot fast scenes of the scam ©
artists working their cruel mamc

- {a intriguing.

A buge illegal business, the

struggle for approval betweon *

#son-and-father, and chariamatic !
characters like Seth and sneaky |
mentor Chris (played by Vin
Diesel) make "Boiler Room”
worthwhile.
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