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o¢ Wobar and his mother,
. §Jdonn, were enjoying lunch

and cach other’s company in
a booth at the nowly opened La
Shish Livonio,

“It'a very nico; wo came hero
Inat week, too,” said Weber, a La
8hish fan for “at lenst five
yeara.” Ha'a caten at La Shish
restaurants in Denrborn and
Farmington Hills and was happy
when one opencd in Livonia.

*“Quality, varioty and freshneas
aro tho reasone he keepa coming
back. The servico is polite; it's
always good,” he snid. Weber
enjoyed the chicken shish kabob
he ordered, and his mom, a Livo-
nin resident, had her favorite,
chicken shawarma with aalad.

The opening of La Shish Livo-
nin was a much anticipated
evant. “People kept knocking on
the door asking us when were
going to opon,” sajd Charlea
8nad, vice presidont of opera-
tions.

“Every timu wo open a new
location there's a half hour to an
hour wait for dinner, 5-1¢ min-
utes for lunch,” said Saad.
“Weckends have been crazy” If
you don't wont to wait, order a
carryout, or visit between 3-6
p.m. which is the slow, stoady
time.

Tho new Livenia La Shish is &

_. beautiful reataurant, twico the

size of the new Cantan locatian.
There's a mixture of comfortable
booths and tables of four, Help-
ing to creats an Arabian Night
atmosphere are custom arched
windews, a gigantic brass chan-
delier, and fabric draped across
the ceiling. Adding o a warm
and welcoming feeling is & La
Shish trudemark, the scent of
freah-baked brend from the on-
premise oven sorved warm nat
vour table.

Executive Chef/aonior vice

ident Jamil Eid is resp

blo for all of the food, and trains
the chefs. “Bofore you taste the
food with your mouth, you taste
it with your eyes,” said Eid
explaining his philosophy about
food. “Cooking in an art and I
love cooking.”

New items he recently added
to the menu include Hummuns
with veggics, Mediterranecan
chicken wings, Shish Tawook
{chicken knbob) with lemon and
eregano, quail, and salmon fillot.
©If you want to wow your
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B The Dotrolt Big Smoke,

7-10 p.m, Wodnesday, Feb. 29,
Detroit Marriott, $160 per per-
aon. Over 4,000 cigar lovers
attended “Cigar Aficionado” mag-
azine's Las Vegaa Big Smoke
v Weekend and 2,600 enjoyed its
:New York Big Smoke. Now it’s

La Shish Livonla

Where: 37367 Newburgh, cornar of Six Mlle Roed, Livonla, (734) 464
{8200,

i0pon: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday-Thursdoy; 10 a.m. to midnight Fri
day-Soturday,

Menu: Middle Eastorn spaclalties including shish kabob, shishy
awook, Iamb chiops, kibbee, hummus, tabbouli, spinach ple and grape]
eaves. Freshly squeozed Juices, soups, selads and sandwliches. Cony
os and porty trays also avaltable.

[Surprises: Some Items you'il find on the menu, but vouldn't expect to
lare o Ceosar turkey snlad, chicken kabab with lemon-oregano, qualk,
ihole red snapper, and saimon fiflet,

Senta: 250 poople, seml-private ares avallable Sunday-Thursdoy for]
parties of 40-50 peoplo. If you're planning a party, coll the restaurant
ffor Informatlon. They're flexlble, and will make every effort to accom-

Imodate your roquest,

ICrodit Cards: All mojors accopted
Camry-out: All menu ltems

Imore Information,
Other locations
Canton — 1689 Canton Center

00
72:3111!!!2!0“ Hilis — 37610 W. 12 Milo Road (at Halsted) (248) 553

West Bloomfleld — 8303 Orchard

Esst Doaithorm — 12918 Michigan Ava., (313)
‘Wost Dsarbom -~ 22032 Michigan Ave., (313) 562-7200

[Resarvations: Not acceptod, but you can call ahead Monday-Thursday]
lto have your name placed on a walting list.

ICatering: Availgble, call La Shish headquarters, (313) 441-2900 fo

Road at Ford Road, (734) 983

Lako Road, (248) 538-0800
584-4477

friends, order the Flaming Tower
— a spectacular Las Vegas-atyle
showpieco of 12 akewers of shish
kabob, shish tawook, kafta,
shrimp, swordfish and vegeta-
bles, served with n large salad
platter.

Future growth

Customers like tho Webers arce
one of the reasons Talal K.
Chahine decided to expand his
growing chain of Lebansese
restaurants to Livonia.

Eleven years ago, o sense of
responaibility, and pride in his
homeland, prompted Chahine to
open his firat reotaurant on
Michigan Avenue in Enst Dear-
born He soon opened a second in
West Denrborn, and then began
following customers to other
metropolitan Detroit suburbs.

In the nine years since he left
a career in engineering to open
his sccond La Shish restaurant,
Chahine has been satisfying a
growing hunger in metro Detroit
for good Middle Eastern food.

“I trust my taste buds,” he
said. “I can't be steering the pub-
lic wreng.”

Now, as he approaches 400
employees, Chahine looka to the
future, and *Inshaa Allah™ (God
willing) to more opportunitics to
cxpand his trademark “La
Shish,” which translated menns
“the skewer.”

“If I can humbly state, [
always envisioned o chain of
restaurants,” he said. Chahine
has two potential growth pat-
terns in mind: Entering fran-
chise agresmuenta with people in
other otates, and developing o
new ling of restaurants, La Shish
Express, that would offer quick,
top quality, healthy, value-orient-
ed meals to go. He's actively
looking for sites, and plans to
open La Shish Express in the
near future. *I have great hope
and expectations for La Shish

SIAFT PIOTO DY MATTIEN TAVLINGER
Middle Eastern delights: La Shish executive chef/senior vice president Jamil Eid
(left) and Charles Saad, vice president of operations, present some of the items you'll
find on the menu at the new La Shish Livonia, and other La Shish locations. The
Flaming Tower, (center} is a spectacular display of 12 skewers of shish kabob, shish
tawook, kafta, shrimp, swordfish, and vegetables.

More Middle Eastern restaurants

If you enjoy Middle Eantern cuisine, here are some other reataurants to try in your hometown.
M Anita’s Kitchen — 31005 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills, {248) 865-4150. Open 10 a.m. to 9
p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday-Saturday.
W Bushel's Cafe — 985 N. Mill, Plymouth, (734) 454-9404. Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday;
9am.tod p.m.
@ Cluopatra’s -~ 7888 N. Wayno Road, Westland, (734) 427-2100, Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-
Thursday; 11 n.m. to 10 p.m, Friday; noon to 10 p.m. Saturday, and noon to 10 p.m. Sunday.
B Pine Land — two 1 820 {734) 421-4084; and 33320 Farmington
Road, (at 12 Milc), Farmington Hills, (248) 324-1163. Open 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 9 a.m.
to midnight Friday-Sunday.

B Panin! Cafo and Grill — 42087 Ford, Canton, (734) 881-7000. Open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-
Saturday. Closed Sunday.

If we missed one of your favorite Middle Eastern reatauranis, send a note attention Keely Wygonik,
assistant managing editor Observer Features, via e-mail, fax (734) 591-7278, or to the Obscrver News-
popers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150, and we'll share the information with our readers next

Express,” he said. “Fast food
doesn’t have to be unhealthy”
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,nnetrchtmll’s turn. This high- 13007 W. Warren » Daarborn « (313) 582-4849.
(!y visual event ia one whore ded-
gcuted cigar lovers can indulge
Stheir passion and support
T()ul’(.'!ur(:. a research organiza-
#tion socking a cure for prostate
neer.
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 Bdetroit Big Smoke (212) 481-

#5238 or order online at
www.cigaraficionado.com.
'( B Mardl Grus Browors Din.
fiwer — 1 p.m. Sunday, Feh. 27 at
ZBonfire Bistro & Browery, 395650
Zfeven Mile Road, Northville, Tho
Zeost io $60 prr person, all tables
“reserved, call (734) 735-4570.

Den't Miss the Blggest
Events of 2000
Sunday, February 27,
at 12:30 p.m.
Excaiibur Banquet Center

Steakhouse

Now Appearing...
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3. Chef David Flatzer and brewer s
jllon Jeffrics are teaming up to S““d:z.[h;a;‘(:)h 19, )

ipreaent a five course reenl and a
* pre-aclected beer per course. The
ontree is Rotisaerie Cornish
Game Hen served with andouille
sausage and crawfish corn bread
ntuffing over red and yollow pep-
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Waterman Campus Center at
Schooleraft College. 'Hchta ars
$36 a perscn, and may be
ordered by calling (784) 402-
4417, VISA, MaaterCard or Dis-
cover cards are accepted.
raeda support studsant scholar-
abips. Join fellow revelers as
_thay dine on a tradi
Orleans meal, and danca to
. music of Tom Saunders and the
‘Detrolt AlStars. -
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