Program
showcases
American opera

imberly Swan's enthusinsm for
apera increases a8 she speaks
about the Italian tradition, Swan,
along with tenor Jack Morris end bari-
tone Dino Valle of the Verdi Opera The-
atre of Michigan, will sing highlighta
from favorite Italinn operas Sunday,
Feb, 27, at Summit on the Park. Spon-
sored by Canton Project Arts, the
“Opera Encorel” program surveys the
renlm of the art
{rom ita history
to the music.

Swan heard a
lot of music grow-
ing up in Livonia.
Her dad woa
Jerry Smith,
“the” choir dirce-
tor at Bentloy
High Schoo! for
many years, and
her mother a
pianiat and
accompanist for
the choir. Smith
founded the Cre-
ative and Per-
forming Arts pro-
gram based at
Churchill High
School. A soprane
now living in
Westland, Swan
teaches voice at
Tioketa: $15, call (734) Willinm Tyndale

i 315 College in Farm-
ag:faso forasorva o Hilla, the
School of Sacred
Arts ot Ward Presbyterian Church in
Livonia and in her private atudio.

“Italian opera is very passionate,”
said Swan. “Verdi is peabably the most
prominent comporer. He wrote for the
voice. When L aing it, it's like magic.”

Verdi Opera ‘Theatre president John
Zaretti designed the program and slide
presentation. “Opera in America; Sto-
ries, People, Places” will fecus on the
development and history of opera from
the 18003 to the present.

“John wanta to educate, then we sing
the examples of what he talked about,”
said Swan. “His whole idea is how the
Italian opera came to America ~ Rossi-
ni, Puccini and Verdi. The Verdi Opera
Theatre doea a lot to educate, The con-
cept ia to continue the Verdi tradition.
Sometimes tho MET doca Verdi's Rigo-
letto, but they're doing more contempo-
rary music. We're trying to keep the
Italian tradition alive. Italians are very
passionate people. They juat love life
and singing, All vocal music comes from
Itady, tha church in Rome, around the
15th-16th century”

Zarotti, in addition to talking sbout
the histary of opera, will also display
‘his collection of rare opora posters.

“It's a fascinating story,” said Zaretti,
a Canton resident. “During the gold
rush days, opera houses were abave
bars and would burn down all the time
because they didn't have electricity. The
program will follow the history with
arias from Puccini's ‘Girl of the Golden
‘Wesat' and ‘La Boheme.' Carnso came in
the era of the phonograph around 1804,
There's o lot of great atars in opera and
alot of storion.”

Zorett! hopea in the near future that
the Vardi Opera Theatre of Michigan
will be ablo to take productiona such an
“Opera Encore!” to the new perfo

Kimbosly Swan

_“Opora Encorol™
What: Canton Project
Atta progrom fontures a
sli48 presentation about
tho history of apera in
America, and perfor.
mence by the Verdi
Opets Theatre of Michl-
gon,

¥ihor: 3 p.m. Sunday,
Fab. 27. Roception fol-
lows the concert.
Whores Summit on the
Park, 46000 Summit
Parkway, Canton.
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“Sonata for

Violin and

Piano.”

inctte Popoff-Parka calmly
talka nbout the upcoming
faculty recital at Madonna
University. The music
department chairman is
excited about tho eclectic program
but states matter-of-factly that fac-
ulty frequently perform throughout
metro Detroit. That's one of the ben-
ofits students recoive whon they
take music courses at the uni
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con:cmpomry song at Nardin Park
United N dist Church in Farm-

Y.

“Wo're performora anyway,” said
Popoff-Parks, o Plymouth resident.
“It gives the student a chance to
hear us. It’s important for them to
hear what we can do. And it's impor-
tant for the community. We're offer-
ing them the opportunity to enjoy
music. We will also talk about the
music we're going to play, so weo're
an educator as well as an entertain-
er”

Popoff-Parks will be joined by
three faculty membors for the pro-
gram on Sunday, Feb, 27, in Kresgo
Hall.

An accompanist and chamber
musician for series such as the
Birmingham Musicale and the
Grosse Puinte Chamber Music Soci-
cty, Popoff-Parks recently accompa-
nied New York baritone Erik Chal-
fant in an afternoon of classical and

ington Hille. She'll play Edward
Elgar’s “Sonata for Violin and Piano®
with guest violinist Velda Kelly nt
the Madonna University recital, Pro-
ceeds from the $6 admission will
support the music scholarship fund.

“The recital ia a nice variety of
genres, styles, and colors with differ-
ent instruments — flute, piano and
voice," said Popoff-Parks. “We look to
hire adjunct professors who are
strong performers. All of our ataff
are devoted teachers who have the
lovo of music in their hearts that
drives thom everyday.”

Popoff-Parks ie proud of the uni-
veraity that offers a major in music,
with concentrations in performance,
cducution, management and church
music. I

Vi
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" Whats The Madonna
University music fac-
ulty plays a cechal of

scholarship fund. For
more informetion,
call {734)432:5709.
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Vibrant sculptures: Michael
Ragins stands by “Pennsyl-
vania Moon Set.”

Artist creates
works of beauty
s M 4, 2
in spite of ‘fate
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

BTAY? WRITER
ichominOGoo.homocomm.net

“Fate” is an appropriate title
for the firat work of Michael
Ragins’ nowest series, which
combines sculpture and paint-
ing. If it hadn't been for the
dovastating illness Neurofibro-
matosis, Ragins may nover
have begun to create works
consisting primarily of yarn
and sticks, The nerve disorder-
caused fibrous tumors to grow
on his spine and mude it diffi-
cult for him to use his arma
and legs.

After surgery to remaove the
fibromas, Ragins began the
long road back to recovery in
rehah at the University of
Michigan Med- yypy A1 exniot
ical Center. ofwal scuprure
Instead of by Detroit artist
working in Michael Ragins. .
stained glass Whes Through
with the rest of Fflday. March 10,
the patients, WhersExhiit
Ragins asked 2’:,"’,::&";'
his wife Annie  the Lisvary Wing
to bring him atmadonns Unk
some yarn and Vversity in Lvonia,
sticks, For mace informa-

tion, coll (734}
A graduate 4325710,

of Centor for
Creative Studies, Ragina began
his career as a painter, After
earning a certificate for K-12
art education from Marygrove
College, he taught in Detroit
Public Schoola but continued to
paint. He discove: sculpture
in graduate school at Waynoe
State University. It wes during
this time, that he developed
medical probloms. Within two
years he was completely dis-
abled and unable to continue
teaching.

“I wanted to be a pootry
painter but thon the Dada

Ploasa cee FAIE, C3

arta center in Canton.

“We'd like to expand beyond just
plane accompaniment to maybe even
atage operas,” snid Zavetti. “We're find-
ing the community is realizing the
value of the arts. Tha heart and soul of
tho community is the arts program.”

1t Jooks Like Zaretti mny got his wish.
Joan Nericks, a board member of Part-
norship far the Arts, which is overseeing
the praject, said decisiony about the
now performing arta center will be
made sometimo in March,

“It's very exciting,” said Noricks. “In
the next couple of wecks we'll bs receiv-
ing the report from the consultant
(AMS Planaing & Resoarch in Con-
nacticut) and the Partnership for the
Arta will coma together to analyze it
and make a determination of what's
next - a fund-rising plan and perhaps
a ground-broaking in spring 2001.”

Have an intererting idea for o story!
Call arss reporter Linda Ann Chomin at
gw 553:2145 or send e-mail to

@oe.homecomm.net
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DETROIT INSTTTUTY OF ARTY
3olf portrait: This oil painting
from the Vincent van Gogh,
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam is
one of 70 works in an exhibi-
tion opening March 12 at the
Detroit Institute of Arts.

Art museum searches for volunteers
for van Gogh’s ‘Face to Face’ exhibit

INSIDE:
Tmyel

Pago 1, Sectlon &

Theatre Guild of
Livonia-Redford
presents ‘Godspell’

BY EEELY WYGONIK
BTAY? WRITEZR
kwygonik@os.homecomninet L

“‘Godspell’ is one of Teri Giordand's
favorite musicals. She auditioned for
a part in the Theatre Guild of Live-
nia-Redford’s production, hoping to
get cast in the m"mhlcvi But director

bisz decided Giord:
would be perfect as Mary Magdalene
in the show that opened Fridsy and
continuea weockends through March
11

“Tho song that she sings is ‘By My
Side, und Teri han o beautiful sopra-
no voice,” anid Rombisz. *She alan
read very well for the part, and I
knew ahe could pull it off even though
she didn't have the actiny cxperience.
After all, that's what directors are for,
to direct the actors and help them
devolop their characters.”

*It's a great opportunity,” said Gmr-
dano, a Livonia resident and graduate
of Stevenson High
School. “I've learned .On Stage
so much. It's heen mﬁmzl&
really interesting to ot of Livo-
step into the charac- 2’,’:‘"‘.";:&",',.
ter and sce how Bome- e a0
one Iikc'hcr would fal-  gynday, Feb. 20;
low Christ.” and Morch 3: 8 -

Giordano is taking p.m. Fridey-Sdtur-
voice lessons and ¢ Feb2570:
sings at weddings and  yareh 3011,
memorial services, Whers: 15138

“My mom always @eech Daly, Red-
wanted to sing but fod.

God gave me tho Tickets: $12, or
voice,” said Giordano. ”°o:°' :rwg: f’
“I sing for my mother
and my family. My (314) 5310554,
mom and sister encouraged me to
audition for the show.”

In high school Giordano sang in the
choir and was cast in the enusmble uf
two
;._hc Arts, o summer theuler pmzram

or teens.

Background . .

Based on the Gospel nccordmg to
St. Matthew, “Godspell,” an award-
winning musical by John-Michael Tel-
belak with music and lyrice by
Stephen Schwartz, opened off-Broad-
way on May 17, 1971. It ran for 2,127
performances off-Broadway, and 527
on Broadway.

Rembisz set the play in the year
2000 instead of the 1970s so audi-
ences could identify with it better,

“It read well then, and it was very
controversial,” ahe said. The charac-
ters wore clown-like costumes. Jesus
had a clown nose, and wore o Supee-
man shirt.

In the Thoeatre Guild of Livonia-
Redford production, Jesus still wears
a Superman shirt, but he's also wear-
ing carpenter jeans because, Rembiaz
explains, Jesus was a carpenter.

To add authenticity to the show,
Rembisz went to the Bible and read
the Goapel according to St. Matthew.
*The show made a lot more sense

On the set: Caleb Gilbert (left.
to right), Jemufer Rembisz, . .
Kevin Hentkowski and Keri. -
Wayne on the set of “Godspell.”

Volunteers for van Gogh
For Information on volunteseing
n the gellories for the “Ven
Gogh: Face to Face™ exhidition
at the Datrott ln-:nm of Arts,

000w ar! [
{313) 8330247 or visit the

BY LmnAMN CroMIN
Iehomln@oe homecomm.not

‘Three weeka to go and counting. Dianne
Abel is keeping track of the days until - *Van
Gogh: Fuce to Face” — the exhibit of the year
opena at the Detroit lnautuw qurts Abel,

inte director of d
scrvices and special events, is reaponsible for
recruiting volunteers to staff the 11 galleries
that will showcase 70 paintings and draw-
ings on loan from private collections and
museums around the world.

*I don’t think anyonc ever imagined the
magnitude of this exhibit,” said Abel. *We're
secking to fill 2,800 volunteer positions dur-

ing the 13.week run. We've already sold
80,000 tickets, and have people calling from
Indinna to Chicago and Cleveland. Excited is
an understatement. Ovorwhelmed ia closer to
it, We've never had an exhibit of this magni-
tude.”

“The 18 shifta a week we'll have for van
Gogh is above and beyond everything we do,”
added volunteer coordinator Gloria Parker,
*We're excited but it's a littlo scary, also”

More than 300,000 visitors walked through
the “Splendors of Ancient Egypt™ exhibit in a
span of six months in 1997. The museum
expects aa many peoplo to visit the van Gogh

Flonsc sco VAN GOON, (3

une

thele choice of these shifta:

. rdday/snm zo am.to
1:30pm. 1. 4:30p.m.,
4.7:30p.m.or 7 xo P m

* Sundsy/Thursday - 10:30
am.to2pm or1:30.8pm.

W An ortentetion In the lecture

hall 12:30 p.m. Sundsy, Feb.

27, will accuaint prospective

votunteers with the DIA's eight

saivice committees. The prime-
fy focus of the mesting wllibe

o0 van Gogh volunteers.




