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{movement) introduced mo to
discarded or ready mades that
revolted against salon artists,”
said Ragins. *I started doing con-
struotions, dark violets and
brown, until my- -surgery in
March 1998. That's when I used
& bed pan as e form to wrap coils
of yarn around. They formed a
heart and then I ndded the
aticks.'I began doing brighter
tolora. They got braver with
color and design and breaking
up tho form. The red, white nnd
blue ‘Annje T* was done for my
wife. You can sec the painting
techniques moro.”

Ragins crossen two bicycle
tires then wrapa them with yarn
in “Louisiana Charm.” The strue-
ture for another fibor wrapped
work is a chain link fence, Most
of the picces are based on the fig-
ure. Roople play an important
role in Ragins life, He credits his
wife of 15 years, their two
teenngers, family, friends, end
the dactors and rehab ataff for
continuing to stand by him
through the illness. The fact,
they've touch his lifo and “mako
it a joy to be alive” shows in his
art. .

“I want people to enjoy it,” snid
tho 42.year-old Ragins, who's
exhibited at the Detroit Reperto-
ry Theatre and the Sherry
Washington Gallery which rep-
resenta him. “I want them to
walk dway with something and
something that sticks with the
thousands of ifmnges they'll see
in their lives.”

Madonna Univeraity art
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Wall sculpture: Michael
Ragins created this
vibrant blue and red work
titled “Light.”

department chairman Doug
Semivan thinks viewers will be
moved by the works and the
courage it took to create them.
He's glad that he asked Detroit
artist Gilda Snowden to curate
Rngine' exhibition at Madonna
University.

“Michaol's ideas aro fresh,”
anid Semivan. “f don't think any-
one here has scen anything quite
like them. He explores his per-,
wonal vision, the struggles he's
been through. I try to motivate
the students, for them to realize
every moment counts.”

]
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HILL AUDITORIUM &

“We may be amall but that's
ono of the advantages of study-
ing hero - individualized atten-
tion,” said PopofT-Parks, n fucul-

. ty-member for 21 years, “And in
“the past two.to throe years,
we've increased our concert nffer-
ings. The chorale performw at
least four times a year and
thoy'ro going to Ireland this
summer.”

“Students have the opportuni.
ty to audition and perform with

the Livonia Symphony unLd wri!e :

to further their own growth. We
also offer a certificate {n pinno
pedagogy. The 33-hours includes
training to avoid pianistic
injurioa such as carpal tunnnl
syndrome.”

Donna Kallie is as big a cheer-
loader for music atudics at
Madonna Univeraity as Popoff-
Parks. An adjunct associate pro-
fossor of flute and voico for 20
years, Kallle, in addition to
teaching 36 flute and piano stu-
denta, ia an {natructor of music

h

program notes for the
Popoff-Parks said. - *Weo're
always looking to improve the
program. Faculty members are
getting involved with organizu-
tions like the Michigan Music
Teachors Association and tho
Livonia Piono Teachers Forum

Van Gogh

for classroom N
She believos carly oxposure to
muale influonces childron to
deovelop a love for it. Kallie’s
father was a professional clar-
inetist/saxophonist and her
mother a pianist. Threo of the
four siblings in her family went
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on to teach munic,

“1 tell my students to porform
as ofton as thoy can and fro-
quentiy accompany them on
plaac. at recitals and competi-
tions,* said Kallie. I tell them
the flute is the framework of the
purzle, When you add the pianc,
you're able to look at the whale
plcture.”

Although Kallie began piano
studics in sccond grade, she did-
n't take up flute until the eighth
grade, She belioves it's nover too
late to learn to play an instru-
ment.

“Flute is the hardest beginning
instrument,” said Hallie. “It han
no recd or mouthpisce but hear-
ing the pleasant sound and tone
of tho instrument I wanted to
play it.”

Kallio puts her talents into
play when sho joins Dave Wngn-
or, an ussocinto professor of
music, in the firet four movo-
monts of Claude Bolling's
*HBonata for Flute and Jazz
Piano.”

“Thia combination af;nu and
baroquo is vory unique,” said
Kallio, a Plymouth resident. “It's
a modem work, a classical work
‘hut with jazz accompaniment.
It's fun Lo play with syncopated
rhythms, It's not what you'd
expeet.”

in addition to Popoff-Parks,
Kallie and Wagner, adjunct
music and voico inatructor Gini
Robison performs three selec.
tions, including Poulenc's cycle
of songs about animals, with
pianist Nuncy LeGrand.

exhibit.

“Wo're going to be open seven
days a week,” said Abel. “We'll
need nino voluntecrs per shift
beeause of the high liability of
the works. Each painting is enti-
mated at $30 to $40 million.”

Abel expects the Friday ond

 Saturday evening volunteer

shifts will be the most difficult to
fill.

*“We're going to be recruiting
van Gogh volunteers during a
voluntecr oricntation on Feb, 27
and we'll have a signed inter-
pretor,” said Abel. “We're vory
diverse and invite people who
are interested but physically
challenged to volunteer. We
wnnt everyone to have the oppor-
tunity, We need volunteers to
grect people as the enter and
exit the galleriea. It's a perk. The
goal is to rotate volunteers dur-
ing their shift so they'll be able
to see nll of the exhibition.”

You don't have to know any-
thing about art to volunteer.
There will be a short volunteer
troining svssion before every
shift,

“They don't have to feel that
they won’t know what to do,”
said Abel. “We just want them to
be a fricndly face because when
people feel welcome Lhcy want to
come back.” .

A volunteor for 16 years and a

member of the DIA spenkers
bureau, Wendy Evans has boen
giving presentations on' tho van
Gogh exhibit at a varioty of
venues. The Bloomfield Town-
ship resident ie volunteer com-
mittea chairmaon. Like Abel and
Parker she thinks the exhibit
will bo deluged with visitors and
wants them to enjoy their stay.

“We loarned a lot during'

Egypt,” said Evans, “We're more
pro-active. We're restricting the
numbers of school groups and
the number of people we let into
the galleries at any ono time. We
ask for people who can he a
{riendly fuce in the gatleries but
not discusa the art. They're to
extra cyes for the gecurity force
as visitors will only be allowed
only so ¢lose to tha art, There
reajly isn't ony criteria except
they’ll have to bo able to atand
for that length of time with short
brenks.”

Eilson Kozloff is looking for-
ward to the van Gogh exhibit
even though she'll be volunteer-
ing more hours than usual. The
West Bloomficld resident is vol-
unteer chairman. Sho gives 600-
800 hours of her time to the
museum aach year, Only 60
hours are mqmred from volun-
teera.

“Wo desperately nccd n.s many
volunteers us pnumb].r.. smd
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Kozloff, Whan you're repreaent-
ing the museum you put your
best foot forward. We want them
to like what they're doing and to
smile and greet the visitors that
we're 80 happy to seé. And volun-
teers got back more than they
give. For Egypt and 'Angels from
the Vatican’ it wasa b exciting to
sce the onthusinsm'of the visi-
tora. The kids had so much fun
sceing thair names fn hiero-
glyphica. For ‘Angols’ it wan
exciting to seo o rhany elderly
people in wheelchaire. It was
almont spiritual.”

Abel said membera of corpora-
tions, book study and garden
clubs, the PTA, and:co-workers
should consider volunteering in
groups.

“We're taking teams of 10,” sho
snid. “We'ro going to take a
photo of the groupa for our Wall
of Fame in the volunteer office.
This is especially fitting sinece
the exhibit is van Gogh’s por-
traits.”

Bornadine Bennott balieves
volunteering in tho gallerics is a
good way to find out-more about
what's invelved with donating
time on a regular basio, As chair-

“man of the museum shop volun-

teers, Bennett recruita sales peo-
ple to help custumera with mer-

.chandise. They must become

members of the DIA’s Foundera
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Society and aerve 50 hours a
year.
The ericntation on Feb 27 will

with rervice in tho gnllerics and
the neven other arcas of the muse-
um, Bennett, u Canton resident,
will need more help than usual to
staff not oniy the museum shop
but the 1,800 squara-foot outpost
storo on the second level. In addi-
tion to helping customers, volun-
teern will restock shelves.

“I've sent out a van Gogh alert
asking our voluntrera to serve
extra shifts,” said Bennett. “Our
buyer has ordered everything
from tiny tea pots with van Gogh
paintings on them to T-shirts
with the DIA's van Gogh on it.
We're launching our online cata-
logue March 1. Tell people to
Took for us at www.din.org.”

Godspell
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after I read it,” she explained.
“We worked on character devel-
opment.”

On stage, Coleb Gilbert who
portrays Judas and John the
Baptist, paints a mural as & way
of fareshadowing the coming of
Chrint.

Kevin Hentkowski, n theater
mojor at Wayne State Universi-
ty, purtrays Jesus in the ahow.
Jim Diggs of Plymouth ix St.
John.

*He has the most beautiful
tenor voice,” snid Rembisz, “He
did ‘Godapell’ in the early 1980s
at Mercy High School in Farm-
ington Hilla and is a gruduate of
Brother Rice High School in
Birmingham.”

Keri Wayne is choreographing
the show, Julie Yurconis is musi-
cal director and Giordano ix
assiatant vocal director. A four-
plece band will provide musical
accompaniment for the show.
Bryon Harvey portrays Mutthew
and is also assistant director,

Thia is tho first time Rembisz
is divecting a show for the The-
atre Guild of Livonia-Redford.
Matthew Ripper of Redford,
president of the Theatre Guild of
Livonia-Redford, ia the producer

. for “Godapell.”

Rembisz, o Livonia resident
end grodunte of Mercy High
Hchool, graduates in April from

. the University of Michigan. In

tho fall she'll start law achool. In
1990 she founded Jack-in-the
Box Productions, a non-profit
theator company dedicated to
presonting high quality shows at
an affordable price.

ol slrrehs,

n‘.'.....,. will ot be o ilobia dus
‘manufacturing shipping ¢ delay

u uuvl any I mvon]m
srroc may hava eaused our customers.

e.l."

AL

LIty

in The Sports Authorlly
220 Inser, the HMEAD
Men's Veats for $28.99
dispiayed on paga 7 wil
not bs available at this
time due to marchandise
dellvary delays.

Wae apalogize for any
inconvenionce this may
Caused our Customers.




