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Are Net users isolating themselves from family, friends?

Brace your-
solf for a bar-
rage of anti-Net
hype and hyate-
ria from the tra-
ditional media
about huw regu-
iar Net users
aro socially iso-
lated and aban-
doning family

“his and frionds for
MIKE  their PCs,
WENDLAND A new study

from a couple of
California researchers has been
roleased that concludcs thnt
1 use leads to i
social isolation, Tho conclusions
are based on the rosults from
juat three questions on social iso-
lation. It surveyed 4,113 Ameri-
can adults in 2,689 households.
Thirteen porcent of “regular”
Internaot users (those apending
five or more hours per woek
online) reported apending less
time with friends and family.
Eight porcent said they were
attending fewer social eventa.
And 26 percent said they wero

Items from the Obscrveriand
area for the Business Calendar
can be sent to: Qbserver Newspa-
per, 36251 Schooleraft Road,
Livonia, MI 48150 attention:
Buasiness Calendar.
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GRGWING UP GRACEFLILY
Growing up gracefully — a sem-
inar on etiquette for young
ladies and gentleman {ages 8-
12) will be held from 10 a.m.
until 2:30 p.m, Saturdny, March
4 in the banquet room at the
Country Epicure restaurant in
Novi, Current aubjects include
letter writing and thank you

Dental Implants have recelved wide
atlention because ihe,
advantages over other deatal prostheses
Much uf thelf ad:antage slems from the
£act that an Implant arly resembles a
oatursl tooth rool. The imp r’m s surgicalty
inverted Thio the Jawbone. which theis
Cenies (0 resort (shimk). AN artilist tooth
is then permanentiy altixed to the fplant
10 that {t tites out of the gumi like &
natural tooth. As a result of d
the mplant 1 eld fimiy in place by the
g boae, patlents wilh implants
repart chewing iieney ot comes very
y natural teeth.
peech and canfidence are alo at high
levels with littfe fear of slipping or
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talking less to iriends and family
on the phone.

*“The Internet could bo the ulti-
mate isolating technology that
further reduces our participation
in communities even moro than
telovision,” snid Stanford Uni-
versity Professor Norman Nie,
ono of the authors,

‘Who aays people are isolated?
E-mail, chat rooms, discudsion
groups and most Web sites aro
all about interactive communica-
tiona, Frankly, I think this is a
study nimed to give the televi-
sion induetry ammunition to
attack the Internet, which is
stealing away TV viewers by the
millions. But it’s very shaky
ammo.

And I'm not alone in dis-ing
this so-called “scientific atudy.”
On Nando-Net (www,
nandonet.com) Internot author
Jakob Nielson says the conelu.
sions could hold true for many
modern conveniences.

“How do you define what you
count as personal contact?”
Nielsen asked. “You could have
had some other report a hundred
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notes; the proper way to answer
the telephone and what to say;
how to introduce your parents
and friends; developing good
personal grooming haobita; the
do's and don' of tiaveling and
other topics of proper social
gracea. The newly-rovised semi-
nar also includes topics such as
family values, behavior at school
and on schoot buses, participat-
ing in sports events and being
with people different than our-
selves,

It also includes a write-in work-
book, handouts, pertinent litera-
turce and other items, The fee is
$126. For enrollment informa-
tion call Margit Erickson et
(248) 471.6170.

fooveness.

Dentsl implanss can, give you & more
natural looki d feciing smile, We
welcame new lectinotody 1o Improve
dertal heaith, Uke ulh« ‘medical sclences,
the dental profession s constantl
Chancinn. At VORI VILLACE DENTA.
ASSOCIATES, we atay informed ebout the
latest Ie(hnlquel and sclentific advances in
dentistry. We're located a1 19171 Metiman

, where we will gladiy answer any

Qunllnm lbou nrwl‘ lll‘rllmenh and
We beliove in |In ﬁ'y.pomrm of tegular
preventive dental heaith care. Call us at
#78:2110 to'schedule an sppointment.
Smiles are
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years ago that said the telcphone
would cause a loas in social rela-
tions and human contact. The
big problem is that the defini-
tions do not hold in the new
human experioncs.”

Should you upgrade?

Not if you are a typical home
or user running Windows 85 or
98. Win2K, which is now on
store shelves everywhere, in
aimed at medium and large busi-
nesa enterprises, places with lota
of networked PC's. Thero are lots
of glitches and incompatibilities
with the hardware and software
on typical home systems running
Windows 98. Windows 2000
offers the business user great
stability, lots of new laptop sup-
port thnt Windows NT dicdn't
provide and a less cumbersome
interface.

But the high tech research
firm the GartnerGroup forecasts
that over the next two years 50
percent of medium-sized and
large cumpumes will encounter

problems bet n
Windows 2000 and businocss
applications or network infras-

#l Who says people are
isolated? E-mall, chat
rooms, discussion
groups and most Webh
sites are all about
Interactive commun}-
cations. Fraakly,
think this Is a study
almed to give the tele-
vislon Industry ammu-
nition to attack the
Internet, which is
stoaling away TV view-
ers by the milllons. But
it's very shaky ammo.

tructure. PC Mike's advice: On
brand new aystems, it makes a
lot of senue to have Win2K
instailed. For older syatems, you
may want to wait until the bugs
are ironed out a bit,

Do we really need this? Intel
has introduced “the world's

faatest computer chip,” running
at 1,5 gigahertz., Thut'l very
nice. But the new chip, code-
namad “Willamette,” is way
more... WAY more... than the
average computer user will ever
need, On the other hand, Intel
aays that that computers on
Windows 2000, Microsoft's new
business operating system,
would require about 260 more
mogahertz of power to provide
the aame levol of processing per-
formanco as current NT desk-
tops.

Online documentary

If you want to get an idea
what hackera are like, there's n
short film called “Disinforma-
tion"” available for viewing on the
Net at a sito called Under-
groundfilm.com (www.under-
groundfilm.com) , The film is
about some Internct-obsessed
people who call themselves tho
“Cult of the Dead Cow”, a group
of computer hackers who devel-
oped tho *Back Orifice.”

The “Back Orifice” is a com-
puter application that allows
anyone with marginal knowli-

edgo of computers to gain remote
acceas control over Microsoft
Windows conne to
the Intarnet. The Web site is o
bit balky and sometimes the
videos don't pley so if you can’t
see it when you visit, try again.
But it'a worth checking out. The
film is 11 minutes long.

PC Mike's number ono inter-
net rule is; If you get on e-majl
that says "forward this on to as
many people as you can”.... don't.
It's rude to forward unsolicited
mesaages. Besides, 89.9 percent
of the time whatever you're
being asked to forward in a hoax
or a atupid joke. So... don't.

LEASE!
“73” until next week.

Mike Wendland covers the
Internet for NBC-TV Newschan-
nel stations across the country.
Hig "PC Talk® radio show airs
Saturday and Sundoy after.
noons on Detroit's WXYT-Radio
AM1270. He is the author of a
geries of Internet books. You con
reach hint through his Web site
at http:! JTwww.pemike.com
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Attertion: Fres Classified Ad Offer

Your next three-i
classified a

Wea have a really great offer going on right now.

Yes, you read that right. When you place an ad for merchandise that has a totai asking price of under
£100, your three-line 20 Is totally froet

In fact, we'it run your ad in two Issues of your hometown newspaper—FREE!

The excepttons to this Incredible offer are deaters, collectibles, pets and garage sales, Everything else
In our Merchandise classfication (#700-#799) Is falr game.

Se look around your house, garage, basement or attic.
Select an item or collect a plie of stuff—remember you can't
ask more than $100— and make your move.

Actually, you have a choice of three maves:

1. Fax your ad to us: 734-953-2232 o

2. e-mall it muifigdoe.iomecomm.net

3. or fillin the form at the right and send It to:

e
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