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Tape: Farmington police arc looking for the men shown
in this surveillance tape at a Redford Township party

store.

@@@@@@y from page Al

. cnce. “The photo is a still photo
of a surveillance video in Red-
- ford of them cashing lottery tick-
et
© Police roports described the
three suapects ea short-haired
“black malea, ages 30-36. Two are
§-foot, 4-inches tall with the
ird G-foot, 9-inchea tall. They
igh 140-160 pounds,
The armed robbery look place
ebout § p.m. when three aus-
{wcts victimized the clerk, a 39-
boar-ald Farmington Hilla man,
{crrmann eoid.
7 According to police reports,
;wo men entered Grand Orchard
“Party Store shortly before 8
.p.m., with one inquiring about
- fouory ticketa. Subsequently,

Sy

w2orthey walked over to separate

~1)mll caolers and brought eingle

sheic bcvurngcu and had thum
placed into amall brown paper

AES.

Two of the men then allegedly
took out nickel-plated seini-auto-
matic handgune from under
their coats, pointed them at tho
clerk nnd ordered him to go to n
back room.

While the clerk waa being
tuken to the back reom, he told
police n third man entered the
store, also pointing a handgun ut
him, reporta continued.

The victim wau tied up in the

“hack room with an extension

. cord, although he was able to

free himself as soon as he heard

. the suspects leave the store,

Herrmann said.

About $140 in cash was taken

- from the lottery machine, with

* money also taken from the main

cash register and under the
counter near the register.

“They were pretty profivient,”

{ THINKING.ABQUT \

The Groat Doctor”

248-358- 7383

FARMEINGTON

snid Herrmann about the sus-

Herrmana, however, said he
wasn't sure “at this juncture
whether they've been involved in
other” convenience atore rob-
beries.

Anyone with information
about the case is asked to call
the Farmington Public Safety
Department at (248) 477-4700,
ext. 240,

-
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bora that merchants

PAFF bourd members during
Friday morning’s mesting,

1 irclude:

W Why was tho feo not charged
in previous y:are?

M Ia the money for n general
participation fee or for specific
expenses?

M Is the Farmington Area
Family Fost intcnded to be o
profit-making venture?

M What are this ycar's rates
for participating in the featival's
Founder’s Day Parado?

The now Jook revalves around
a restructuring of the event that
began in late 1898 and early
1999. Those chianges centered on
the feativa) becoming finoncially
self-sustnining and more of a
regional draw, and not needing
to be managed by the Farming-
ton Area Chamber of C ce.

had an opportunity ail along to
participate In the ongoing
changes to the festival. But they
veadily ngros that a better job
could have been done about com-
municating matters, such as a
city ordinance for apecial events
approved in 1888.

The ordinance states that a foo
can be charged merchants to dis-
play merchandise for special
events, such as the festival. The
fec will help pay for insurance
coverage, to protect the city
agoinat a trip-and-fall lnwsuit,
for example.

It also will defray costa for
marketing and promoting the
event, said Carleigh Flaharty,
FAFF board secrotary and presi-
dent of the Farmington Arca
Chumber of Commerce. Tho

formerly d the

“The festival is not the featival
of old,” aaid Farmington City
Manager Frank Lauhoff. “It
won't be operating, it can't be
operating the way it used to ...
because there’s nobody to pay for
it. It's got to be aclf-supporting.”

Two other questions not on
their list but which could have
been, are what prompted the

in name and month. This
year, the festival will be called
the “Farmington Area Family
Fest,” and be held June 22-24,
rather thon in July.

The move to Juns, explained

founder’s festival until it was
turned over in early 1999 to
Watts-UP Inc.

But Clothes Encounters’ owner
Larry Sallen already spends sov-
era) hundred dollars ench year to
sond out 2,100 postcards about
the festival, sajd Stacy Wallach,

of the
ladies boutique.

“He pays taxes, he pays rent,
he's been here 13 years,” Wal-
lach snid about Sallen and his
Grand River store. “He brings
Farmington a tremendous
amount of busi: Every year,

Ary

Lauhoff at the time of that

change, was to minimize direct

compstition with other similar

oventa and to hold it prior to the

Ju]y 4 hnhday weekend. As it u;,
’s event will coi

wnh the Livonia Spree.

Protection
Lauhoff and other board mem-

people come from all vver for
Founder's Featival to come to
our store. ... They should be pay-
ing us $60."

Efforta to smooth over commu-
nication snags are already under
way, said Flaharty, noting t.hu\‘.
the merchanta’ list of

Talking sbout change
Flaharty said a “town hall®
mooting in late March at the
Farmington Training Conter will
give residenta another chauce to
beconme informed sbout anything
they want to know about the fes-
tival.

sgaingt
by the chamber of commerce or
-Farmt D Develo,

it's an sanet to the downtown,
aund to tho entive community, to
have a otrong business .-noda-

Thea city meanager u!d he does-
o't view the re-formation as n
slam heixg douo

She agreed that, in
such a mecting should have been
held previously. “We can ull
agree that, from an ed

P
ment Authority. ) .

aumdpoim, we could have made
some improvements in that
regard.”

Concurring was Lauhoff, who
naid a lot of the problom is due to
anxiety over change.

“It'a obvious to nll members of
the board that, geez, we nced to
gnt the information out so they
can understand what's going on,”
Lauhoff said Friday afternoon.
“Once the right information gots
out, at least then there'll be a
thnrough understanding. And
we're hopeful thoyll all want to
participnte in their community.”

Despite thn unhappiness from

merchants fver the fee, with
somo of thenk-signing o petition
to not pay if; Lauhoff insisted

that they hgd an opportunity
carly on to be'heard,

“At the bcgmmng, 1 committee
of 30 people was furmed,”
Lauhoff said, referring to the
1998-99 restructuring of the fes-
tival. “We actually solicited peo-
ple to be part of it. ... So there
were cfforts made, major eflorts
made. We wish more people from
the downtown area had wanted
to be involved. That may have
helped a little bit.”

Lauhoff said the resurrection
of the d D Form-

will be answered in writing by
the beginning of next week.”

ington Business Association will
be a plus for the city. “Certainly,
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“If the t for them got-
ting back toge is the fostival,
I think that’s good,” Lauhoff
seid. “Anything that can bring
the business peo] Inge!hnr will
ultimataly be positive.”

The merchants’ group held a
meeting last week, hosted by
Books Abound co-owners Skip
Rosenthal and Alice McCoy.
Rosenthal enid between 20-26
businesscs participated.

“We feol we should be more
involved® with the festival's
planning, Rosenthal said. “There
arc things happening that we
were not informed about. We're
sure it was unintontional. It wap
a lack of communication.”

Tom Petros, owner of the
Cigar and Wine Emporium busi-
neases in the Downtown Farm-
ington Center, said the mer-
chants are “all in this together,”
and that the feo caught them by
surprise.

Flnhnrty doesn't think the fes-
tival would cease to exist if the
$50 fee wera not paid.

But it “sends a messnge that
we nll buy into the concept that
bringing a festival to the area is
not just about bringing paople
downtown over the courae of
three days. But it's (about)
broadening the exposure out
there, in the arcas surrounding
Farmington and Farmington
Hills,” she eaid.
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