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SPORTS

Henry Ford beats OCC

Oakland Community College
reduced an eight-point halftime
deficit in women's basketball Wednea-
day but not far enough.

The Lady Raiders, who trailed 25-
17 at tho intermission, wero still on
the short end of a 5249 score with
visiting Henry Ford.

Mahogany Fletcher scored 17 points
and grabbed 17 rebounds to lead
QCC. Nicolo Schulte added 11 points
and Sare Wesa eight.

Nazek Mroueh's game-high 18
points aparked the Hawks, whe also
had 13 points and 11 rebounds from
Lindsay Livernoia.

OCC dropped to 6-10 in the
MCCAA Eonstern Conference and 7-18
overall. Heary Ford improved to 10-5
ond 12-13.

The OCC men's team also lost to
Henry Ford on Wednesday, 64-561.

Walter Malone and Jefl Townsend
led the Raiders in scoring with 13 and
11 points, respectively, Elverio Peter-
son had 10 rebounds.,

The Hawks had three players in
double figures — Daryl Mason (18),
Josh Boven (16) and Jeff Kvalevog
{11),

OCC is 1-14 in the conference and
6-20 overnl]; Ford is 9-6 and 14-11.

Ambassador commits

Alex Sawruk, a forward on the
Compuware Ambassaders, has com-
mitted to attend Northern Michigan
University in the fall.

“Alex has been a great addition to
our team thig season with his mix of
speed and ekill,” Ambassadors coach
and general manager Mike Vellucei
caid, “He is sure to be an asact at
Northern Michigan on the Wildeats'
Olympic-sized ice sheet.

“Alex certainly has the potential to
join the over-growing list of impacs

freshmen in the CCHA who are com- .

in); out of the North American Hockey
Lenpue.”

A 5-foot-11, i86.pound native of
Sault Ste. Muric, the 19-yenar-old
Sawralz has collected 14 goals and 18
nssists (32 points) while picking up 60
penalty minutes in 39 games this uea-
ron. He was acquired in a trade with
Grand Repids Nav. 24,

Sawruk ia the sixth Ambassador to
commit to an NCAA Division I achool
this season. The others are Andy
Burnes (Michigan), Craig Kowalski
(Northern Michigan), Michael Smith
(Niagara), Steve Jackson (Michigan
State} and Mike Roemensky (Michi-
gan). Jackson and Reemensky are
already with their collegiate teams.

Lions tale to court

Membera of the Detruit Lions foot-
bnll team will challenge members of
tho Thurston High School band and
school ataff in a benefit basketball
game Thursday, March 2, in the
Thurston gymnasium at 26255
Schoolcraft, just weat of Beech Daly.

Tickets arc $7 for adults, $6 for
those age 12 and under. Tickets can
be purchased from any band member
or at the door or by calling 313-536-
4000. Doers open at 6:156 p.m. The
Lions will sign autographs beginning
at 6:30 p.m. and during halitime. The
game starts at 7 p.m,

Polaroid pictures at $5 each can be
purchased for the autograph signing.
Salect autographed Liono itema will
be available for a silent auction.

Procecds from the event will help
defray expensaes for the Thurston
High band trip to Carnegic Hall on
April 21. The band hopes to rajse
$65,000 to help fund the trip.

Big M to sign books

Frank Mahovlich, a former Detroit
Red Wing standout now in the NHL
Hall of Fame, will vieit soveral book
ntores in the Dotroit area to auto-
graph copies of his biography, The Big
M: The Frank Mahouvlich Story,
authored by his scn, Ted Mahovlich,

Frank Mehovlich played several
seasona in Dotroit after helping take
Tervnte to four Stanley Cup titles. Ha
completed his 22-yoar NHL caroer
with Montroeal, collacting two more
Stanley Cup rings.

Mahovlich, who had 833 carecer
goals and 570 asaists, currantly
26rv03 as n sonatar from Ontario in
the Caasdian Parliament,

Mahovlich will be at Waldanbooks
in the Woodland Square (30200 Ply-
mouth) in Livonia 7-8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 26. He will be at Borders in
Dearborn and Barnes and Noble in
Groess Pointe on Feb, 27,
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Basics with breakfast

Adults hit ice for early- mornzng hockey instruction

HYASY PROTON OT 0L BRTAYs

Hockey school: Ken Stern of Furmington Hills takes his turn dur-
ing a drill (above) and takes a break (right) Thursday merning at
Suburban Training Center. Stern i is a veteran member of the
Broakfast Club and finds the experience to be beneficial,

Hﬂls skaters sharpen skﬂls knowledge

domearafoc.] hommm-\et

Don't bo misled by the name —
Breakfast Club! It haa nothing ta do
with the morning menl, and it’s cer-
tainly no culinary clasa.

Instead of pouring a cup of coffec for
a lttle pick-me-up, some Formington
Hills residents jump-start their day by
tying on their ice skates and going to
hockey practice.

Vince McDermott, Jodi S8andvik and

Aduits who sign up for the Breakfast Club, a
class offered by Suburban Hockey Schools at
Suburban Training Center in Farmington
Hills, are taught the finer points of hockey
once a week over the course of 22 weeks.

Ken Stern are among the participants
in Suburban Hockey Scheols’ Breakfnst
Club who receive instruction and a
workout onco a week at the Suburban
Training Center in Farmington Hills,

The program is aimed at adults who
want to Jearn more about the game or
sharpen their skills and is taught by a
aix-man atafl of former professional
and college hockey playern,

Sandvik, 30, joined the club three
years ago to learn how to play hockoy
for the purpose of eventually joining a

OHL action: Rand. iv
tle for a loose puc

Fitzgerald (17) and Justin Williams (21) bat-
with Sting defenseman Scott Heffernan.

wamen's hockey team. She grew up in
GChio and saw greater opportunities to
play the game when she moved to
Michigan.

“I didn’t know how to skate or play
hockey, but it waa something I wanted
to do,” she said. “So when [ saw the
brochures I thought it was a better way
to atart than to just join a league and
pray for the best,”

Sandvik, who now plays for the Ann
Arbor-based Iron Maidens in the
Women's Metro Skaters League, said
the program has helped her a lot.

“Yenh, it’s great,” she said. “I've
probably progressed faster than some
of my teammates who started about
the same time I did but don’t have that
constant instruction.”

Sandvik anid she has learned the cor-

rect technique for everything from
bending tho knees to shooting the puck
and stick handling.

She attended a1 WMSL tryout and
quickly realized she needed help. Con-
sequently, ahe spent n full 22.week ses-
sion attending only the Breakfast Club
before going back to the WMSL.,

“I learned 1 was way over my head,”
she said. “(The Breakfast Club has
given her) a good base and has made a
huge difference.

*I've gone from nowhere to being one
of the better players on my team at the
i crmedinte level. It’s worth every
pouny.”

McDermott, 49, and Storn, 45, want-
ed to reacquaint themsolves with the
game they played as youths when their
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Whalers edge Sting
in OHL contest, 2-1

BY ED WRIGHT
BTAFY WRITIR

Imagine standing directly in the path
of a speeding, out-of-control stcam-
roller that has just lost its brakes.

You can now relate to the Plymouth
‘Whalers' next opponent.

‘The Whalers continued their two-
month long impression of a juggernaut
Friday night, edging Sarnia, 2-1, on a
third-period goal from rookie fourth-
line winger Rob MeBride.

SBarnia defenseman Scott Heffernan
came within an eyelash of sending the
gamo into overtime when his slapshot
eluded Whaler goalic Rob Zepp and
dinged the crossbar with 2:10 remain-
ing.

Plymouth has now won cight gamen

B HOCKEY

in a row and 11 out of 12, to improve
its Ontario Hockey League West Divi
sion-leading record to 34-17-4. The
fourth-place Sting dropped to 28-22.7,

McBride's unassisted goal — his
eight of the season — made a winner
out of Zepp, who turned away 16 shots,
including three break-aways.

Zepp's only blemish came five min-
utes into the game when Sarnia right
wing Alex Buturlin one-timed the puck
into the net while the Sting were cqjay-
ing a two-man advantage.

“Tho talent leve) of this team is not

Farmington repeats as wrestling champion

BY DN O'MEARA
BTAYY WiITER

ot

Farmington High wrestlers won their socond dis-
‘Rd championship in a row and fourth in five years

ursday.

Tha Falcons crushed host Oak Park in the final for
the second consecutive yoar, 46-21, after trouncing
Redford Thurston in the semifinals, 69-9.

*1 thought we wrestled real woll,” Farmington

Al Boyar said. "I thought we were up for the
nutchu, we knew what had to be done and got it

done.”

B _DISTRICT TOURNAMENT

Farmington, with a 15-6-1 record in dual meets,
will return to Oak Park for a Division II regional
tournament Wedneaday to face Adrian (14-10).

‘The other semifinal cuntest will heve Trenton (15-
6-2) wrostling against Southgate Anderson (19-7).
The final match will follow Wedneaday evening.

Despite all of their recent auccesa in the district,
the Falcons haven't won ». regional match since 1996
when they baat Oxford, 42-34, and lost to Hartland in

the fina, 59-14.

added.

Ypsilanti Lincoln defeated Farmington in last
yenr's regional at Monroe Jefferzon, 42-38, and
regional host Birmingham Groves was a 43-25 win-
ner over Farmington thres years ago.

“If everyone is healthy and everyone ia there, we
should be competitive with (Adrian),” Beyar said. “It
will probably be one of Lhole matches that comes
down to one match either way.”

Last year's match with Lincoln, in which Farming-
ton rallied from a 36-8 deficit, was a one-bout differ-
ence and a match that could've gone either wny, he
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