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‘Customers
only’ parking
pilot approved‘

By Tnt SMITH
STAFP WIUTER
tzmlthQoc.homecomm.net

Spotting an empty parking apace
cloge ta Salon LEGATO in downtown
Farmington never is n chore for
client Shoron Knapp.

*I have great parking knrma,”
Knapp, a Farmington Hills resident,
anid Tuenday. “I nover heve prob-
lems finding o apot.”

But, that spparently isn't the case
for everybody. On Mondny night, the
Farmington City Council ndopted o
piiot ordinance restricting employees
from parking in the up-frant spots.

“For Customers Only™ signs will
soon o up designating a row of 18
spaces closest tu the back entrances
of steres on the north side of Grand
River - from the Civiz Theatre cast
to Clothea Encounters, said Farm- -
ington City Manager Frank Lauhoff.
Violators stand to be issued tickets,

The spaces, part of a municipal lot
located on the north side of thase
businesscs, will be regularly moni-
tored by the Farmington Public Safe-
ty Department, the same way
they do othor such lots,

“It's going to be interesting,”
Lauboff said. “We're going to watch
it and seo what kind of reaction the
customers give {t. We'll get feedback
from the busincsses and cvaluate it
{tho ordinance) in six montha.”

Lauhoff said the lack of parking in
downtown, particularly north of
Grand Rivor and cast of Farmington,
continuca to be an issue that the city
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Looking for a new job?
Find a great one that’s just
- right for you in the
Employment Section of
today's

Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills hel&:d statewide
voters push ublican
darkhorse cnn;idate John
McCain to the primary top.

By TIM S8MITH AND JONI HUBRED
STAFY WRITERS

Foarmington and Farmington Hills:

voteras were among those in Michigan
who put John McCain aver the top in
Tueadny’s Presidentin] primary.

In both cities the battle between
McCain and George W. Bush sparked
voter interest — enough to, in Farming-
ton, double the percentage turnout in
the 1996 Presidential primary.

In 1986, said Farmington City Clerk
Patsy. Cantrell, about 13.3 pereent of
registered voters come out to the city’s
six precincts. Tuesday night's turnout
wans 27.68 percent. Of 7,728 registered
voters, 2,138 voted, with virtually all
(2,104) voting solely on the Republican
Party ticket,

Nearly 95 percent of those who cast
their ballots in Farmington Hills vated
as Republicans, and 52 percent of those
voted for MeCain. The 26.78 percent
turn-out was higher than for the 1996
Presidential primary, when 18.6 per-
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STAYY PTIOTO BY BILL BRESLER
Voting: Maribeth Knight pre-
pares to vote at Precinct 2 in
Farmington Hills Tuesday. Poll
chairwoman Marie Cole checks
Lerin.

cent of Hills' voters cast a ballot.

“Wo were steady all day,” said city
¢lerk Kathy Dornan.

Among Republicans who did their
civic duty was Marion Ringe of Farm-
ington. As Ringe left Precinct 1 at
Farmington City Hall, she gave a solid
endorsoment for the man and party she
voted for.

*1 feel the Republican party has done

Former Compuware
worker charged with
weapons violations

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
Jhubred@oc.homecommmet

Twao th d rounds of

800 of them armor-picrcing.
wo FNFAL & LIAT autdmatie'”
weapons, disassembled.

A speed-loader.

A bandolier,

Compuware headquariers, home to
several hundred employees and dozens
of children in a day care center,

Farmington Hilly
Police believe 40-
year-ald Kevin
Peter Olender of
Wyandotte would
have completed that
recipe for disaster
last week, before he
wag arrested at his

home Feb. 18.
Instead, the for-
mer Compuware
employee WBB  kavin Peter
arraigned Monday  gjanger

in Romulus, via
videotape, on
charges of possession of au illegal
fircorm, a fnlony punishable by up to
five years in prison, and

two years in prison,

lender has been on probation since
being convicted of assault with a dead-
ly weapon in 1995 and was ireligible to
possens a weapon, according to Hlllu
Pallte Chisf Bill Dwyer, Tires-atin't
stop him from
hardware to build two automatic
weapons, which Internet sources indi-
cate can circumvent foderal firearms
bans,

“He had the gun up on the computer
sereen at work and told co-workers he
waa huilding one like it at home,”
Dwyer said.

Though Olender was prepared to
make bail Tuesday, representatives
from Hills and Wyandotte police and
the Bureau of Alcuhol, Tobacco and
Firearms appeared in district court in
Wyandotte Wednesday to ask that he
be held pending hearings on his parcle
violation, as well as federal charges

from of
tion, Dwyer said. Olender wilt be held
another 14 dayn.

“We got excellent cooperation from
presecutors in Oakland and Wayne
Counties and the ATF," Dwyer com-
meonted, “We're very pleased.”

ofa
firearm by a felop, punishable by up to
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Second floor of theater
tapped for next phase

BY JONI HURRRD
STAFY WRITKR
Jhubred@oc.bomocomm.net

‘When Farmington Mayor Bill Hart-
sock went to the movies over the weck-
end, he got an idea what regular folks
think of the newly renovated Civic The-
ater.

*“We overheard people saying ‘Look at
this theater. It's almost too good for us,’
* he said at a council work scasion
Monday night.

Officiala were meeting to determine
whether to proceed on the second
phase of renovations to this historic
movie house, which is now a city-
owned property. Mnking it good

Authority will
help distribute
promotional
brochures to area
hotels,

Second-phase
construction,
which construe-
tion manoagers
anticipate will
take about aix
weeks, is designed
to complete the
renovation pro-
ject. It will require
a loan of about
$400,000 from the city's capital
fund, LauhofT said.

CORMING
ATTRACTIONS 1

enough for med f
on their minds as thoy dxrectod Clty
Manager Frank Lauhoff to move for-
ward with plans to add a wheelchair
1ift and expand the upatairz lobby arca.
' *The theater has been renovated cer-
tainly to an oxtent where the public
likes what’s beon done,” he said.
“Upstairs is not the guality the public
that's leasing or renting would expect.”

- Officials have already reccived
numarous reguests to rent the Civic,

for everything from a church-sponsored

of “The Ten Commandments”

showing
:to school eventa, Within the neat few
-'weeks, the Downtown Development

In addition to the lift, workers would
replace cutdated clectrical lines on the
second floor, to match new wiring
installed downstairs. They'll alzo have
to relocate the back door of an adjacent
business, Books Abound, to accommo-
date the shoft for the lift and a new
renr entrance for the theater,

Because the change will make his
door less visible, owner Skip Rosenthal
asked whether the city could provide a
nign for the new entrance letting peo-
ple know his business is there, too.

puschasing most of the
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a good job for Mlchmnn, Ringe snid.
*So I voted Republican.”

Shé also predicted that the primary
race betwann the Presidentinl candi-
dates would go down to the wire. “It's
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going to be very close and hopefully the
best man we'll win.”

In her opinion, the best man is Bush.

“From what I've heard from McCain,
I don't like what he says and how he
aaya it,” Ringe said,

According to Farmington precinct
totals, however, not enough concurred
with Ringe as McCain bested Bush,
1,0564-t0-945.

In Farmington Hills, Precinct 16
recorded the largest number of votea
overnll (624) and Precinet 6, the lowest
(134).

Pracinet 1 had the biggest voter
turnout in Farmington, with 31.82 per-
cent participating.

The hoated race brewing between
McCain and Bush likely contributed to
the larger-than-expected turnout,
Cantrell soid.

“Apparently people are more inter-
eated in it than in the previous prima-
ry,” said Cantrell, adding that ballots
had to be mimeographed to meet
demand. “It's just the level of competi-
tion between the two candidntes, There
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The Farmington Vote: _ -
* George W. Bush - 945

* Alan Koyes - 83

* John McCaln - 1,044 ¢/

The Farmington Hilis Vote:

« George W. Bush - 6,043 o
« Alan Keyes - 461

® John McCain - 7,298 v

Unofficial xote Lulals

Vole totas e for Farmungton/T srmangion i,
Check mark indictes w1 stewide mirne.,

just seems to be on intense competition
between Bush and McCain.”

Six or fewer Democratic votes were
cast in all Farmington Hills precincts,
with 662 absentee ballots cast in that
party’s race.

The only named candidate, Lyndon

Please sco PRIMARY,

Exploring

B{m PrivTo BY BIRL Baraurs

Underwater: Kclhy Pitts of Mercy High School will take a

100-foot dive to an underwater laboratory. Titanic explorer
obert Ballard will join her

BY T4 SHITH
STAFY WRITER
tamith@oe.homecomm.net
en it comes to exploring
and lenrning, Kelley Pitta
likes to dive right in -~ lit-
crally.

And that modus operandi applies
to everything from household appli-
ances to the decp, deep sea. Later
this month, Pitts, a acuba-diving
freshman at Mercy High School in
Farmington Hills, will take the
plunge for science during JASON
XI “Going to Extremes,” scheduled
from Monday, Feb. 28 through Fri-
day, March 10.

'l’hn 15-year-old P:l.;z, a student

Student will dive into
the deep extreme

N Kelley Pitts will dive
more than 100 fest below
sea level to an underwa-
ter! ory.

Datn Systema Corp., is one of seven
divers selected to go more than 100
feet below sea level to the Aquariua
Underwater Laboratory in Key
I .rgo, Fla. Her dives down to the
vase of the Aquarius dome, accom-
pnmod by professionals including
* Dr. Robert Ballard, will be viewed
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