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One in a million

Local homemaker tries for big TV bucks

BY DAN WEST
BTAYY WRITER
dwesi@oe homocomm.not

Judy Tigay envisioned her fate
the night beforo she returned to
the hot seat.

The West Bloomficld resident,
whose husband of 30 years,
Bnrry, runs a psychological cl)mc
in 1 Hills, was &l

H ‘it's very exciting yet

noerve-wracking ...

You're out there your-
seolf with just your gut
nstinct.’

Judy Tigay

game show contestant

in her New York hotel room on a
Sunday night before her big
vidoo-taping Feb. 7 on popu-
lar TV game show, “Who Wants
To Be A Millionaire” and dreamt
her winning streak would end.

“I was gitting in that chair and
1 snswered the question wrong
und there wus nothing I could do
sbout it,” Tigoy said.

After answering 12 questions
and reaching the $126,000
money-winnings jevel, Tigay
incorrectly answered the
$250,000 question when she did
not pick Alan Smithee an the fic-
titious name movie directors use
when they don't want to be listed
in o film's credits. She still left
New York $32,000 richer.

Going for it

“1 wanted to go for it,” Tigay

seid. “] didn't want to walk away
from the challenge, I wanted to
go for the million.”

She's not losing sleep over her
agyressive decision,

“No amount of money com-
pares to the Jove of your fomily,”
Tigay said “I have no regrets and
I stand by my choice and the way
Isawit.”

The Tigays have six children,
The five oldest, Jeony, Sarah,
Denielle, David and Joey, are
graduates of Bloomfield Hills
Andover High School. The
youngest, Benjy, is a sixth grad-
cr ot Weat Hills Middle School.

Judy Tigay suid she loved the
five-day trip to New York, which
she took with two daughters and
where some of her extended fam-
ily lives. The game show puid for
two reund-trip plane tickets,
hotel accommodations and $60
per diem.

The Tuesday “Millionaire”
show was taped the previous Fri-
day nnd Thursday's show was
the one recorded Monday. At age
b4, Tigay was the show's oldest

’'Byo kiss:
Judy Tigay
receives a
goodbye kiss
from game
show host
Regis Philbin
before leaving
the show with
$32,000 and
fond memo-
ries of the Big
Apple.
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Famlly: Judy Tigay, her daughter, Sarah, and husband,
Barry, in their West Bloomfield home.

contestant to reach the hot seat
so far.

“It wus very exciting, yet
nerve-rucking because there's a
lot of pressure on one person,”
she said. “You're out there by
yoursedf with just your gut
instinct.”

Flirting with Regis

She flirted with host Regis
Philbin, seying in the British
version of the game show, the
host kisses o contestant after
carrectly answering a question.

“I snid that off camera and the
producer and Regis both said I
should suy that on camera,”
Tigay enid, laughing. “I said no
several times, but they convinced
me to doit.”

As Tigay left the studio, she
got her kiss from Philbin.

“He was very charming,” she
paid. “I can't suy anything bad
about him, he's just wonderful.”

Tigay seid she'll use her win-

nings to help her daughter's
boyfriend buy an engagement
ring and give some cash to her
other five children and two
grandchildren.

After teaching in Du.ran. for
five years, she stayed at home to
raise the couple’s three daugh-
ters and three sons, whose ages
range from 27 to 11

Tigay returned to her alma
mater, Wayne State University,
three years ngo to teke classes in
pursuit of her goal to become a
physician’s assistant.

But her focus now is to break
free from her “16 minutes of
fame.”

“It’s going to take a little
while, but I have to get back to
normal,” she uaid. “I ran into the
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FAAC seeks nominations

Nominations are being accept-
cd for candidntes for Artist in
Residence and Distinguished
Service to the Arts awards for

Each year the Farmington
Areca Arts Commission has rec-
ognized individuala and groups
by naming honorees from candi-
dates in art, drama, dance, liter-
ature and music,

The Artist in Residence award
recognizes the talent and accom-

liak of an individual who

vacuum store (Wedncsday) and
someone in the swre recognized
who I was.

“I den't like it too much
because it's not me, but I want to
be polite.”

resides in the city of Farmington
or Farmington Hills with a cash

an artwork or gratis perfor-
mance to benefit city residents.
The Distinguished Service
award recogoizes outstanding
service to the community in the
creative arts. Groupa or individ-
uals may receive this award for
support, promotion, manage-
ment or teaching of the arts and
are honored with a cash award
and plaque at the formal recep-
tion during the annual week
long Festival of the Arts at the
Costick Activities Center in late

uward, plaque and in
his or her honor, Traditionally,
the artist in residence presents

‘For information call
248-851-7342.
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Super Summers for Kids:

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2000
11:00 A M. - 3:30 PM.

Birmingham Public Schools
Corporate Training & Conference Center
31301 Evergreen Road in Beverly Hills
Free Admission - Families Invited

Meet representatives of local and national
summer programs who will help you choose the right summer experience

for kids, 3 - 18

» Day Camps ¢ Overnight Camps » Specialty Camps
 Year Round Cultural Programs
* Teen Adventures and Tours
» Academic Enrichment ¢ Summer Employment
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April.
Applxcalmru must bo  accompa-
nied by elip-

pings, resume and other infor-
mation.

Havdalah
event Saturday

Reservations are still available
for “Havdalah Under the Stars,”
Saturday, Feb. 26, at 8 p.m. at
the Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence, 1221 N. Woodward, Bloom-
field Hills, eponsored by the Jew-
ish Community Center of Metro-
politan Detroit and Jewish Expe-
riences for Familiea.

The progrem will include
aLaser Swing muiti-media show
and families can make a Hav-
dalah set to take home, Familiea
with children ages 4 and up are
invited. Cost in $2.60 per person,
and reservations are a must.

For information or reserva-
tions, call Andy Roisman at the
JCC’s Jimmy Prentis Morris
Building at 867-4030.
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