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"“Big Spender” a5 n student in tho Creative
und Performing Arts program ot Livonin's
Churchill High Schaol in the late 19804,

Crud debut draws neat reviews

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER
i by scasol P net

_“Growing up 1 was really infl
Gene Kelly and Fred Astaire,” said Reuter.
“Fosac was a contemporary, o song and
dunce mmnn and one of my biggest influ-
enced.”

Reater and the cast went through six
weeks of intensive rehenrsals with Ann
Teinking end Gwen Verdon.

Verdon, for whom Fosse created “What.
cver Lola Wants™ in “Damn Yankees,”
serves as artistic adviser to the produc-
tion, Rheinking waos a principal duncer in
many of Fosse's showa,

In fart, Reuter originally worked with
Reinking in the revival of "Chicago” on
Broadway.

“They're the keepers of the torch,” said
the 28-yenr-old Reuter, who started out in
the chorus nt Walt Digney World and even-
tunlly worked his way to New York where
he sang at Radio City Musical Hall with
‘f'he Rockettes und us a backup singer for
Liza Minnelli. “They have all the original
information and don't let you get away
with much.”

Reuter will give a voeal workshop for the
students al Waterford Mott. Higgh School.

Steve Kosinski, Reuter's instructor in
the CAPA program, now teaches ol Water-
ford Mott.

Juining Reuter for the vocal workshop
will be Marsh Huneon, a member of his
vocal jazz group New York Bopp and a cast
member of the “Irish and How They Got
Thet Way” opening at Music Hall in
March.

While studying for a degrue in music
theater performance at Western Michijan
University, Reuter developed a love for
vocal jazz mu

Todny Reuter in founder nnd artistic
director of the vocal jazz group New York
Bapp.

— Eceentric staff writers contributed o
this article. |

“You guys must be crazy,” shouted one fan stand-
ing in a long line leading down the corridor outside
Lili's 21 in Hamtramck, But the crowd of people
rushing out of tho club weren't loaving - they were
heading for tho stage door, ready to make thoir
entrance.

In a moment ‘made for local music history, Vinnio
Dombroski, Joey Mazzola, Robby Graham and
Jimwny Paluzzi debuted on Lili's stage as the newly
formed Crud, These former members of Detroit-
based bands Sponge and Hoarse have been rehears-
ing for just more than a month, but the buzz sur-
rounding them is growing louder by the minute.

The crowd pushed and prodded its way as close to
the atage os possible Friday, Feb. 11, anxious to
catch a glimpse of Crud's first public performance.
Four white-hot spotlights shined down ~ one on
cach band member. .

Vinnie — dressed in blnck with his hend tilted
toward the light - sang with such force and convic-

, tion, it wns hard to look away. But each spotlight

burned as brightly nbove this group of musicians
who've proved themselves worthy of national atten-
tion. Paluzzi, Sponge’a original drummer, and Gra-
ham had long solidified their places behind the
drums and bass guitars as half of Hearse. Vinnie
and Mazzola made headlinea as the voice and gui-
tar behind Sponge. There was hardly a stranger in
the club.

“It fuoll together really nuturally,” said Vinnic in o
phone interview.

Welcome home

Debuting at Lili’s seemed u natural choice.
Sponge had chosen the venue for several record
release parties, and even recorded “Live at Lili's”
there four years aga. *It made sense to play there
again,” said Vinnie, “I feel weleome there”

Now it's time to put the past aside. Crud has a
decidedly different sound, a far cry from the pop-
driven melodics of Sponge hits like “Molly” and
“Plowed.” These songs possess more of an edge, a
deeper, darker side of rock. “Dig My Own Grave"

STAPP Prugos By Gany Aluyey

New reality: Introducing Crud (left to right), otherwise known as Joey Mazzola,
Jimmy Paluzzi, Vinnic Dombroski and Robby Graham — the latest, greatest m wusical
Jincarnation of these longtime Detroit musicians.

and “Meat Detination® are real, raw, rock and roll.
Vinnie calls it “Zombie meets the Pilots doing a
soundtrack to ‘Easy Rider™

And it shows on-stage. It showa in the way Vin-
nie forcefully clutches the microphone, the way
Jimmy Paluzzi grinds his teeth behing the drums.

You can see it when Joey Mazzola heps up and
down with fervor and Robby Graham intensely
rocks back and forth cradling hio bass.

“There's a certain napect, that heart aspect, I
think can really work for you,” said Vinnie of his
band nates, “When you work with people you've
hnd some kind of history with, you know their
gonna give 120 percent.”

With that kind of energy, the name Crud docsn't
secem to do the music justice, but Vinnie admits it’s
“near und denr™ to him. “The name was a focal
point for me,” he said. “When these songs started
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to emerge, I wanted to call them something. These
songs fit so perfectly into that iden of thia thing
calied Crud, it just scemed to work.”

One to watch

Crud has already been teuted as the one new
band to watch in metro Detroit. Greg Pawlowski
came out to Lili's not knowing what to expect,
He'd never heard Sponge or Hoarse before, but
now he's hooked on Crud.

“It wns awesome,” declared the Farmington
Hills resident. “I'm actually really surprised. I've
never heard any of these songs. I'd come see them
anytime.”

Pawlowski was one of a lucky few who mannged
to eatch the show front and center. Chria Hutt, o
Bloomficld Hills native, struggied to see the show
from farther back. He weuldn't have missed it. “It
was rockin’,” said Hutt. “I believe it was their first
show. Nobody knew the songs, but the place was
packed ... everyone wns standing on the chairs.”

‘That curiosity hung heavily in the air. Theresn
Gallagher and Jenny Zaccaro read about the show
on a message board on the Internet and trekked all
the way from Chicago to catch the band. “Vinnie is
the greatest,” gushed Zaccaro, “Whatever band he's
in, were fans.” All this attention comes long before
Crud has even begun work on an album.

Vinnic snid he’s constantly writing new material.
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strings a tunc for Crud, a local band to
watch. .

~The stuff never shuts off. It jist happens,

“I've always used the live shows to gage the sue-
cess of the music. All the songs we plnyed worked
out welt.” "

If Crud gets its way, there will bemanother show
soon. For now, Vinnie's concentrating on getting the
music out. “I'd love to hr erything U've done
recorded and mixed ... Give it a Jittle time.”
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BOATS (NEW & USED) « TRAILERS
STORAGE « TACKLE « BAIT SHOPS
CHARTER SERVICES * MARINAS
RESORTS » MAPS & CHARTS
MARINE SUPPLIES » MOTORS
DOCK RENTALS « FINANCING
GRAPHIC ART & MUCH MORE!
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