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‘Reindeer Games won’t win over movie- goers

BY JON KATZ
SPECIAL WIUTER

When o studio bumps the
relende date of a motion picture
from crowded Christras Day to
the limbo of late February, thut's
like a platoun leader volunteer-
ing one of the soldiers for a sui-
cide minsion, “Reindeer Games”
Tuss been went to the front, and it
won't be coming back.

Stare Ben Affleck, Charlize
Theron and Gary Sinise are
three of the more appealing per-
formers un the big screen today.
Pluying, respectively, an ex-con
und twao slenze buckets, their
appeal in erime-thriller “Rein.
deer Games” is whittled down so
cxtensively that only their

won't miss the money spent on
seeing it.

Awaiting his impending
relense from a five-year prison
sentence for grind theft auto,
Rudy Duncan (Aflleck) is envi-
ous of cellmate Nick (James
Frain). Nick has been exchang-
ing letters and life storics with a
woman named Ashley (Theran),
whom he has never met. Pictures
of the gorgeous pen pal adorn
their cell wall.

Just before their parale, Nick
is killed in a prison riot. When
Rudy is released and Ashley mis-
tekes him for Nick, Rudy takes
one look at the girl in the flesh
and doesn't argue. You don't
have to have been a prisoner for
five years to go along with him

But to cnjoy the bencefits of
Nick’s future, Rudy must also
assume the burdanp of Nick’s
pest. Having learned thet Nick
had worked at an Indian casino
in northern Michigun, Ashley's
brother Gabrie) (Sinise) has heen
planning for montha to rob the
place using Nick's inside infor-
mation. In too deep by now, Rudy
is forced to continue the identity
switch, despite having almost
none of Nick's knowledge of the
casino,

There are more twists and
turns in “Games” than on the
snowy stute roads they teke to
the casino. Who can Rudy trust,
and how long can he stay one lie
aheod of those he can't? Oddiy
enough, the “surprise ending”

as those in the film's middle.
Once you've got thoe rhythm of
the thing, you may just nod your
head knowingly when the plot
plays out.

Affleck is more than capable of
playing the boob caught in his
own deception, Wanting only to
return home for some of mom's
hot chocalate, he finds himself
lacked in a motel room, trapped
under o frozen pond snd on the
wrong end of a few million
rounds of machine gun fire.

Through it =&ll, his Steve
McQueen-like charm and churis.
ma get him out of trouble both
within the movie and in being in
the maovie in the first place.
Sinise and Theron don't fare
as well. Scraggly haired Gabriel
i# un insult to scum everywhere;
as o villain, his te cherac-

When her motives emerge, how-
ever, Theron can't pull it off as »
lenther-tough moll, Her South
African nccent comes out clesrly
during her few emotional
moments.
Velerun

director Jolm

“The
un Candidate,” “Ronin”) is at hix

ter seems an unnecessary and
ill-advised pit stop for the overly
qualified Sinise. Theron is cute
and convincing in her first
scenes as the dupe in the atory.

beat choreographing the multiple
chases und gun fights. When the
characters have to speak, one
waita for the Uzid to drown them
out again.

Film blends horror, realism
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BesT PicTURE: Best ’ BEST ACTRESS
A LEADING ROLE: IN A SuPPORTING ROLE:  IN A LEADING ROLE:
OAMERICAN BEAUTY T Russell Crowe Q Michael Caine U Annette Benning
in THE INSIDER in THECIDERHOUSERULES  in AMERICAN BEAUTY
O THE CIDER HOUSE RULES O Richard Farnaworth Q Tom Cruise U Janet McTeor
in THE STRAIGHT STORY in MAGNOLtA in TUMBLEWEEDS
O THE GREEN MILE Q Sean Penn Q Michael Clarke Duncan Q Julianne Moote
in SWEET AND LOWDOWN  in THE GREEN MILE Un THE END OF THE AFFAIR
O THE INSICER Q Kevin Spacey Jude Lew U Metyl Streep
. in AMERICAN BEAUTY in THE TALENTED MR RIPLEY  in MUSIC OF TIHE HEART
QI THE SIXTH SENSE Q Denze! Washington Q Haley Joel Osment L1 Hilary Swank
. in THE HURRICANE in THE SIXTH SENSE in BOYS DONT CRY
Noomt wede § aalied lwr X138 ACTR
-, b MK Soeronma RoLe: A~ : oy
G Toni Collette 0 Sam Modes Q Alan Bal
in THE SI}GH SENSE 1n AMERICAN BEAUTY for AMERICAN BEAUTY
Q Angaling J Spike Jonza J Charlie Keufman
in GIRL INTERRUPTED 1 BEING JOHN MALKOVICH for BEING JOHN MALKCOVICH
Q Cathsrine Keanes Q Lasse Halistrom 1 Paut Thomas Anderson
in BEING JO“N MALKOVICH in THE CIDER HOUSE RULES for MAGNOLIA
Q Samantha Morton JMichas! Mann 3 M. Night Shyamalan
in SWEET AND LOWDOWN n THE INSIDER for THE SIXTH SENSE
D Chice Sevigny QM. Night Shyamalan J Mike Leigh
in BOYS DONT CRY 10 THE SIXTH SENSE for TOPSY-TURVY
Send or fax entries by 5 p.m. Monday, March 13, 2000
To: Keely Wygonlk, Entertainmaent Editor, Observer & Ecconlric Newspapers
38261 Schoolcraft Rd » Livonia, MI 48150 « Fax (734) 591-727¢
J] NAME: DAYTIMEPHONE: ______ ‘
N ADDRESS:




