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“Thoy’ve been very gencrous, both ho and his wife,”

Lauhoff said. “Thoae folks certainly have community
. spirit, and it's appreciated.”

Building tho shaft and lift won't disrupt theater oper-
ationa. The bidding proceos fan't expected to toke very
tong so offielala will havo time to more closcly oxamine

+ all nspects of the plan and watch how theater opern-

tionn shoko out.
RENOVATION

Inereased facility use will help the theater out of o
$29,000 deticit, which Lauhoff stressed waa anticipat-
ed. Thoe figure sits on tho high end of a projected
$26,000 to $30,000 operating loas officials expected to
see, duo to one-timo expenses at opening and the natu-
ra) learning curve of growing a business.

o only have five months under our belts, ond it's
beon an unusually alow period of time,” he said,
oxplaining that applicd to movie houses throughout the
arca. *“Wo seo groater revenues in the last several
months of the (fiscal) year.”

An aren of initial concern appeara to be under con-
trol, Lauhoff reported. He has been keeping a close eye
on dny-to-day aperations and viewing all thenter-relat-
ed bille, with the intent of reatly learning what it takes
te run thin typo of business.

At first, ho worried concession costs could take a hit
through small thefts of a box of candy here or there.
But theater management conducta a weckly inventory

* and remains cloge to its benchmarl for profit.

*They'ro keeping track of what's happeniag over
ion, the ratio of
nales han steadily increascd. The biggest sellers overall
have boon the 48-ounce popcorn and 24-ounce pop.
Movie-goers looking for n awoot troat have chosen
M&Ms, SnoCaps, Raisinotta and Skittles most ofton.

sales. to ticket -
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Plana: The rear exit of the Civic Theater will be rebuilt
for wheelchair access.
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is attempting to address. The
long-torm viability of the city-
owned Civic i ot lepst partially
hinged on a solution,

“People can use it to go to the
thenter,” Lauhoff said. “It's for
anybody who's a customer in
thoce shops.”

Employcos such as Salon
LEGATO's John Barber aro
boing asked to park in tho public
parking lot at the Farmington
Tronining Centor, about two
blocks oast of the salon, But,

employees typically park “along
the back,” and that the business-
s recently have been more cohe-
sive about the ismue. |

“In the lnst couple yeara all of
us have mado a joint offert to not
park in the front spaces,” she
said. “So it's working out pretty
good.”
Jim Rue at Marketing Com-
munications Counsel said the
ordinance is somothing that
monat morchants agree with. But

oxcept for spocial

such as heavy snowfall, ho doce-

n't think amployces of tho stores

have mado it  hubit of pulling

into promium parking spaces
djacent to thejr busi

Rue pointed out one theory, that
somo part-time omployees might
inadvertently park up front, per-
haps not attuned to the lack of

“When there's bad weathor,
emplayces (from all of the stores)
park right up front,” Barber
snid. "It (the ance} will he
nice, bocausé'$vo many times
i drive around and
L, It's dofinitely

Mgelle, ownor of
il Gallery, said
will help protect
customers, to ensure better-
pvanileble perking whonever they
come to the stores and shopa.
“Right now, we'ro gotting some
complaints that customers nre
inconvenienced by the parking
pituation,” said Loiselle, adding
that the ordinance is something
that the businesses are Jooking
forward to seving take effect.
Loiscllo, however, said her

Mercury Mountaineer V-8 AWD with Convenience
group and Luxury group features [nclude: 5.0L

OHV V-8 engine * AllkWheel Drive » Power windows
and door locks » Dua! front airbags™ * 4-wheel disc
antiHock brakes ¢ Fingertip speed control with tap-
upitapdown feature » SecuriLock™ passive anti-
theft systerm ¢ Remote keyless entry ¢ Electronic

automatic temperature control
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includes refundable security deposit
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Live life in your own lane

www.mercuryvehicles.com
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cial lease terms or cash

parking.

“We're trying to address a
unique downtown with a unique
solution,” Lauhoff caid. “Some-
timos, we'll be succossful and
somotimes we won't. But this
one, I think ia a positive” step.

“Wo can’t expand the parking
lot, so we have to bite the bullet
sometimes,” noted Salon LEGA-
TO's Barber, alluding to the
cramped downtown district.

The ordinance was recom-
monded to the council following
a study made by the city’s Traffic
and Safety Board. Farmington
Public Safety Diroctor Gary
Goes, n member of the board,
interviowoed employees and cus-
tomers about such an ordinance,
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