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during livo broadcasts. Those
will be seen locally at the prima-
ry intoractive network site at
Lamphere High School.

Marine ocosystems, such as
the offect of algae on coral reefs,
for example, will be tho subject
of experimentation during their
4wo weeks in tho simulated envi-
ronment. She also will spond a
day at NASA's Johnaon Space
Centor in Houstan, Texas,

“I'm starting to get norvous,”
said Pitts, after a diving practice
at the Mercy pool. “When you
think about it, everybody’a going
to soe you — live - and if you
make a mistake, averybody will
see it

Thoas closest to the teen don't
think she has much to worry
abiout. Thorough study habits,
time management skiils and
interest in science should help
hor overcome any “mistakes,”
and she alao is a certified diver.

Pitts became intereated in the
JASON Project while in sixth
grade at Hartland Middle School
at Ore Creck. “I'vo just always
been curious of things,”
exploined Pitts, a Hartland resi-
dent whose mom, Kathy, drives
her to and from Mercy almost
every day of the school weck.
The youngater transferred from
the Hartland district before this

H ‘'m starting to got nervous. When you think
about it, averyhody's going to sae you ~ {lve -
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Kelle% Pitts
—Chosen for JASON project

it away,™ Kathy Pitts said. “And
she attacked it with a scrow
driver and took it all npart.”

According to Eshelman, §t's not
enay to compare Pitts to other
kida her age.

“When I need to find a stu-
dont, the firat placo I go is tho
cafoteria, but I'va never found
Kelley thero,” he azid, with a
chuckle. “Id find her in the com-
puter lab or the library.”

In the lab, she'd probably be
chocking out an Internet site for
the JASON Projoct or some-
thing.

Actually, Pitts did use the
Worla Wide Web to research
where she wants to attend col-
lege. Hev choice was Texas A&M
in Galveston, Texas, where she
intends to study marine biology. |

“Kelley found them on the
Internet one day and she said,
‘Mom, I want to do Texns A&M,™
Kathy explained. “That’s the
kind of child Aho‘_hs."

C

year in order to p ona
competitive girls swim team.

And that curiosity stands to
soun pay off for Pitta.

“I think it's really cool,” said
Pitta, “because I'll get to go sce
Aquarius, and not too many
divers get to see it now because
it's in a closcd-off aren.”

Quest to learn

Both Kathy Pitty and Kelley's
biology teacher at Mercy, John
Eshelman, recently talked abtout
the youngster's determination
oand a quest for knowledgo that

- belies her age. .

“When the VCR broke, she

oaid, ‘Dod (Ed Pitts), don’t throw

ry (provid-
ed by EDS) also is a big part of
the JASON Project. Students in
computer labs around the United
States can interact with the
teams in a variety of ways. They
can: participate in chat rooms;
watch a live broadcast via com-
putorized stroaming video;
explore an underwater scienco
station using Quick-Time Virtu-
nl Reality; and post research
findings in virtual labs all
through the Internet.

Natural connection
Eshelman said Pitts being

hooked onto science and the
JASON Project is a natural for

hor,

“She just woema to cat it up;
anything in scienco is right up
her alley,” he waid. “An | told
someone the other day, ... any-
thing that keeps kids involved
and interested in science, I'm alt

for.”

Actunlly, Pitts completed the
formal application process to
participate in the 1999 Jason
Project, when O.E. Dunckel Mid-
dle School student John Szymu-
sink traveled to the Peruvian
rain forest. She was not chosen,
but ghe did not hesitate to try
again for JASON XI.

Susan Fishburn, public rela-
tions representative for EDS in
Troy, will nccompany Pitts to
Florida next week. Fishburn
commented about the atudent's
determination:

“Something [ thought was
really special nbout Kelley was
that this was her second year for
applying,” Fishburn said. “She
did not make it (in 1899), and
thia year she applied and I
thought, ‘Wow, what tenacity, to
want it that badly.”™

Concurring about Pitta’s char-
acter and work cthic was Eshel-
man.

“She’s n good performer,” he
soid. “She aticks to it. Sho has
the orgnnizational skills. She
knows how to follow through and
go through a series of stepa ...
much botter than the averago
ninth grader. Most kids want to
get to the finish line. Kelley likea
to know how she got there,”

Both Kathy and Kelloy know a
good lcarning opportunity when
they neo it, and that's how thoy
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Preparing: Kelley Pitts will team up with others in
Florida who competed in the rigorous application

process.

view the JASON Project. While
in Florida, she will team up with

1 ncientiata, r hors
and other students who complot-
ed the rigoroun application pro-

mission statement.

“EDS hno been involved with
this since Day One of the
JASON Project,” Fishburn said.
“Weo're idered the foundi
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JASON?

What: JASON XI, “Golng
to Extremes” axpedition. The
objoct {s for guest sciontiata,
patronputa, student arg-
onauts and toachera to
‘“gxplore tho extremes by
which scientiats go to
explore both inner and outer

apace.”

Whont Fob. 28 through
March 10.

Whoro: NASA's Johnson
Space Centor in Houaton,
Texas and tho Aquarius
Underwater Laboratory in
Key Lorgo, Florida. Live
broadcast dates at the local
primary interactive network
site (Lamphere High School)
are scheduled.

Who: Kelley Pitts, 16, of
Mercy High School in Farm-
ington Hills, is one of two
motro Detroit atudenta par-
ticipating at the JASON XI
expedition sites. Kelley is
the argonaut sponsored for
this year's program by Elec.
tronic Data Systems Corp.,

cess. Fishburn said 129 &
were picked for the entiro pro-
ject, with Pitts being one of just
seven student divers.

Meanwhile, the studenta will
work with modern-day explarer
Ballard, who discovered the
RMS Titanic on the floor of the
Atladtic Occan. Batlard founded
the JASON Project in 1889.

“The things she’s going to do,
the people she’s going to meet
down in Florida will only
enhance her chances” of success
later in life, said Kathy Pitts,
adding that she is Kelley’s main
cheerleader.

Supportive sponsor

Alpo cheering Pitts on is her
sponsor, EDS, which touts "edu-
cation through technology” as its

sponsor and the Internet solu-
tion provider for the JASON
Foundation and the JASON Pro-
ject”

More than 200 southcastern
Michigan EDS employecs will
volunteer'during the two weeka
of.broadcast time at Lamphere
High, Fishburn said.

“They'ro a really good spon-
sor,” Pitts said of EDS. “They've
really helped me a lot with
media training and getting ready
to go.”

But Kathy doesn’t think her
daughter needed much direction
in the firat place. “Kelloy’s a peo-
ple person.”

cund: According
to materinls publicizing this
year's program, the JASON
Project (founded in 1989 by
modern-day explorer Dr.
Robert Ballard) strives to
every year lend student
explorers “on expeditions to
arcas innccessible to moat
people — from volcanoes and
rainforests to shipwrecks
and apaceships.

“Named for the mythical
Greok hero who was on a
queat for the Golden Fleeco,
JASON is bringing the thrill

- of adventure to millions of

students and teachers
around the globe through
science, education and tech-
nology.”
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