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How is the unusually
warm wenthor of the past
weok affecting our wildlife?

In my lifetime, I can't
remember drastic weather
changes like we've experienced
in tho laat fow years.

Nature has been a hobby of
mine since childhood and I feel
that we humans are largely
responaible for the environ-
mental changes we are seeing
worldwide. You ean't elear cut
millions of acres of rainforest
without causing weather pat-
terna to change. But that's
another article for the future.

The biggest impact I've
noticed with this warm weath-
er is that some birde are
already migrating back to

Unseasonably
warm days
upset balance
of nature

those sources are not available
in any great abundance. If that
happens, soms will survive
and some will perish. That's
the way of nature.

I heard a male mnurmnx
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dove cooing this
prepavation for neeting whxch
is way too early in our area.
‘The cottontail rabbits are also
runging around, even in day-
light hours, as they prepare for
their first family of the new
season.

Time will tell
Many things seem to be
occurring a month early, in
comparison to other yearsa. I've
noticed a few night crawlers
out already in our flower beds.
This is the earliest I've ever
seen them out. At this time of
the year, with tho days becom-
ing longer, nature is of course
ding to the beginning of

Michigan. This past !

we had a couple of male red-
wing blackbirds at our bird-
foeder. I normally don't see
them in our area until the end
of March.

Grackles, which are black
with a long tail and about the
aizo of a bluejay, have also
returned. Many animals that
hibernate or remain dermant
through the cold months have
come out of their dens. Our
local roads, the past weeks
have had quite a few roadkills
due to the breek in the weath-
er.

Upsetting the balance
What problem can occur is
that too many bird species
could return that feed primari-
1y on insects and berries and of
course at this time of the year

a new season. Whethor the
abpormally warmer days will
harm or help our wildlife
remaing to be seen. The next
few weeks will tell.

I enjoy the warmer days,
although I also enjoy winter. I
am concerned, however, with
these worldwide drastic
changes in weather patterna.
1t bothera me when many poo-
ple don't seem to be too con-
cerned, Theae patterns will
affect how we and the world of
nature, of which wo are a part,
survive in future. We need
to atop worrying about only
ourselves and take s look at
the big picture. It bears watch-

ing.
Joe Derck is the city natural-
ul for Farmington Hills. Leave
or

Allan and Jonel Carswell of
Farmington Hills annsunce the
engagement of their daughter

Bob and Sharric Branton of

Boyne City announce the

t of their daugh
Jennifer Ann, to Mark Man-
riquez, son ol‘SoFu Maariquez of
Houston, Texas.

The bride-to-be iz a graduate
of Western Michigan University.
8he teaches high school Spanish
in Houston, Texas.

Her fiance is employed in busi-
ness administration at MCI
World Corn in Houaton, Texas.

An August wedding i m planned
at Nardin Park  United
Methodist Church in Farming-
ton Hills.

Lee Albrecht to Shaun Szuba,
the son of Gayle Hinman of
Fayottoville, N.Y.

The bride-to-be is a graduate
of Mercy High School and the
Univarsity of Michigan. She is
employed as o professional rep-
resentative for Merck and Com-
pony.

The groom ia a graduate of
Liverpool High 8chool, Brown
University and Syracuse Univer-
sity, and is presently attending
the Univeraity of Michigan for
his MBA. He is employed as &
bio-engineer at Johnson Control
in Plymouth,

An October
planned.

wedding is

hoo

SRSTERENMCELY
Mr, and Mra. Harry Beuste-
rien of Farmington Hills

SURMA-DUIRLINGER

Charles and Phyllis Surma of
Farmington Hills, and Thomas
and Phyllis Guirlinger of Com-
merce, have announced the
engagement of their children,
Meluu P. Suma and Matthew

uirlinger.

Mehul is a graduate of Farm-
ington High 8chool and Michi-
gan State University. She is
employed at Burdines “the Flori-
da Store” in Miami, Fla., as a
young contemporary clothing
buyer.

Matthew is o graduate of
Walled Lake Central High
School and 8tate Uni-
versity. He is employed by
Nabisco Inc. in Miami as a cua-

'd

announce the engagement of
their daughter, Kathleen, to
Andrew Nicely, son of Mr. and
Mrs. William Nicely of Plndhl
Valley, Ariz.

The bride-to-be is a mdm
of the University of Michigan
with a bachelor's dogres and:
masters degree in haalth,
Bhe C:v employed as & consultant

m zrvom is a graduste of t)a-
University of Pennsylvania. Ha
is an attorney at Mayer, Brown
& Platt in Washingten.

An April wedding is phmud
at Fox Hills Country Club in
Plymouth. -

tomer sales representative.
A June wedding is planned.

North students ponder career choices

BY Tid BMITH
BTAFY WRITER
temithCoc.homocomm.net

Want to know what it takes to
build a backyard deck in the
middle of winter? How about
getting the skinny on architec-
tural blucprints or gotting an
important story into the newspa-
per before the printing presses
roli?

The recent career cluster dur-
ing Student Earichment Time at

at
248-473-9574.

Korean War

The Commemorative Commu-
nity Committee to honor veter-
ans of the Korean War era is
currently conducting a seerch to
locate veterans of the armed
forces who served from 1950-53.

Wally Christensen, active in
American Legion Post 346 in
Farmington and crganizer of the
annunl Memorial Day parade,
would like to assemble a cadre of
Korean War veterans to march
in this year's parade. The parade
in scheduled for 10 a.m. Monday,
May 29,

vets sought

tival of the Arts celebration in
April, and special recognition in
November during the Farming-
ton Hilla Senior Activities Cen-
ter’s annua! “Stars and Stripes"
program.

The commemorative period
officially begins June 25, 2000 -
the 60th anniversary of the out-
break of the war — and officially
closea Nov. 11, 2003. The iden is
to thank and honor theso veter-
ans and their families for their
service, especially those who loat
loved ones; re‘cuguizo and

Several groups are
planning programs and tributea
throughout the year. Some of the
plans include Korean War veter-
ans speaking to students in
Farmington Schools as part of a
living history program, a musi-
cal salute from the

r ber the of war
and those missing in action, and
pmwdu !hn public with a clearer

and
of the lessons, hmnry and legacy
of the Korean Wi
For more infurmntion, call
Wally Chri: at 474-8554,

Musicale during the annual Fes-

or fill out the coupon below.

Veteren or famity

‘Commemorative Community
22408 Floral, Farmington, MI 48338

i you wish to purchase 8 Kovesn War £10
Convnemocalive Fiag similae to the one ptcmled
here, please contact the commuttee addre:

=

“Farmington/Farmington Hi
BOth Anntversary of Korean War Era
Committee |

Address

Phone Number

Service & D Rank.
D or Medals

Volunteer to talk to Schools/History Class (yes) (no)

THl:il;I’NG AHQU‘F.T “G
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FREEESTIMATES
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é“j)'lq‘JILEIDD * LIVONIA

FREE ESTIMATES

The Grout Doctor
248-358-7383

North Far High School
gave ninth graders the chance to
check out two of nine different
professions, with each student
attending two 35-minute ses-

aions.

Perhaps those presentations,
on Tuesday, Feb, -1, might have
cven sparked enough interest for
students to begin seriously pur-
suing a particular field with an
eye on college in four yeara.

“It gets you ready for when
you want to make a decision
about what career you want,”
said North freshman Ben
Panock, who attended sessions
on print journaliam and con-
struction from Farmington
Observer reporter Tim Smith
and North alum Mike McCoy,
CEO of Design/Salcs for Walled
Lake-based Coy Construction

ne.

Brian List, who also gat in on
the McCoy presentation, said the
SET career clusters is “a renlis-
tic way of learning. It's helping
me figure out what I want to do.”

During McCoy’s talk, he

advised students to not get
uptight if they didn't already
have a career path chosen, More
important, he explained, was
finding something they liked to
do and go from there.

“Make surc you like what you
do,” said McCoy, a former Raider
athlete, “You're going to be doing
it for a long time.”

Establishing good habits
McCoy also touched on the
importance of ing

scheduled every Tuesday from
about 8:10 to 10:40 a.m. - was
helpmg ninth gradera make an
easier transition to high school.

Making the uvsulabxlhy of SET
electives possible in the first
place was the high school’s move
to block scheduling for the 1989
2000 year,

One of the teachers instru-
mental in the move to block,
Mark Wilson, said last 'Nudly
wos a nmquc SET session

b . Fresh-

employment attributes such an
showing up for work every day,
being reliable and having a good
attitude.

er careers scheduled to be
represented during the Feb. 1
niorning seasions included medi-
cine, law enforcement, law, engi-
necnng, accounting and finance,
architecture, government, coun-
selmg, sales nnd mnrkenng. vet-
erinary medi

men lenrned about future
careers, while in the auditorium
seniors were getting information
about graduation, prom, all-
night parties and ordering caps

classroom discussion and pro-
Jects.

Wilson emphasized that,
under the former “traditional”
achedule, Tuesday’s visits from
professionals would have forced
the lose of instructional time.
Students would huve been
pulled out of other classes in
order to attend a special assem-
bly, for example.

The North schedule includes
one day (Monday) filled with
seven 47-minute classcs. On
Thursday morning is an “option-
al X-block” in which students are
not required to be in school until
9:10 a.m. Eurher Thursday
spend time on

and gowns.

As of next year, all three high
schools will have one form or
onother of block scheduling,
which enables time for more

staff development and plenning.
Students attend the same
three classes on Tuesday and
‘Thursday, and four other classcs
both Wednesday and Friday.

music, massage t.hcmpy and pm—
fessional athletics.

Prior to one of two sessions on
journnlism held in his classroom,
North teacher Jeff Simpson
agreed about the importance of
carcer clusters.

“It's getting acclimated to high
school and planning ahead,”
Simpson said. *I think, going
into college these days, you nced
to have some idea (for a career)
if you want to get done in four or
five years ... If you don't have an
idea you could be there for a lot
longer period,”

Simpson alwe said SET -~
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Rapt attention: Studenta listen to a presentation on

print journalism.
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Read our Classifieds!
You never know what treasures you'll find!!!
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Closer look: After the main pr
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tation ends, architect

Marty Smith explains technical drawings to student

Glenn Legacki.
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