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During a wide-ranging discus-
sion that covered the waterfront,
local city and achool officials, and
student leaders, last week
delved into what could be dono
to ensure that what kids have to
say doean't fall on deaf ears.

“Aro We Listening to Our Chil-
dren” was the theme of the
annual joint meeting of the
Farmington and Farmington
Hills city councils and Farming-
ton school board, hold at Farm-
ington Hills Firo Station No. 6.

“It’s 80 good to have you here,”
said Farmington Hilla Mayor
Nancy Batea to the group of stu-

donta, “Most of the time people *

ask what to do for you ... It's
timo somobedy asked you,”

Most of tho students, whe
attend several middle and high
schools, talked about a desire to
learn about what makea local
government work. But they also
said it is crucial to includo other
studenta in the procosa ~ name-
ly, those in tho silent majority,
who typically do not join clubs or
attend meotinga about issuea
that affect ther.

Finding ways to connect with
all students was discussed at
leagth, with ideas posed such as:
taking anmngtnn Hills City
Council meeungu ‘on thn rond

on their minds. '

“You kids are thoe elite,” Olive-
rio said. “We neod to grab the
kids who aren’t.”

Farmington city council mem-
ber JoAnne McShane suggested
ways for the general student
body to learn about the workings
of local government. One idea
was for middlo achool atudonta to
bo required to attend council
mcetings.

McShane alas mentioned
offurts such ns Michigan Week
and Student G

to schools; b
representative for the Fl\mL‘\g-

Dnay,
the lnm:r in which high nchaol
“partray” administra-

ton Downtown Dovel
Authority; and inviting kids to
shadow city officials for several
‘Woeexs.

One student said a meeting
with kids might work, but only if
it was presented in a way that
kida wouldn't fecl as if they wore
being lectured.

Farmington High 8chool
junior Raj Bingh Bedi empha-
sized that a group discuasion
during Student Managoed Aca-
demic Resource Time (SMART)
with students and adulta proba-
bly would work better than offi-
clals meeting on stoge with stu-
dents Hatening from their audi-
torium seats, for cxample,

“The majority of guys (at
school) don’t know you guys
exist,” said Raj, to city officiula,
*Make yoursclf known. Show
yourself to ths kids.”

He continued that youngstcrs
need to “want” to participate in
such communication efforts.

Meanwhile, discussing stoging
possible city meoting at schoola,
Farmington Hills city couacil
membor Cheryl Oliverie reas-
sured students that they weren’t
*trying to recruit” them for city
boards and commissions. The
objective of meetings would be
for officials to better underatand
what problems and concerns are

tors and council members during
a mock meeting, “Thers are waya
wo could extend that to so many
other people.”

Concurring were two of
McShane’s collengues, Arnic
Campbell and Farmington
Mayor Bill Hartsock,

“Ninety percent {of studonts)
don't know the function of city
government and probably a lot of
them think Farmington and
Farmington Hills are the same
city,” Campbell said.

He talked about, at FHS, for
example, SMART time being
used for student leadera to taks
what they obeerved during the
Student Government Day back
to other students, during class-
room discissions.

“It’s not mbout how to con-
struct a bond isaue (propesal),”
Hartsock said. “But it's (about)
issues that affect your daily
tives. It'a putting togcther tail-
gate parties and doing things wo
can really connect, with.”

Hartsock did say that “from
time to time there's a missing
link” in teérms of etudent awarc-
ness of government. “*But you
don't know unleas you're told.”

The test
Kicking off the meeting was a
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Raj Bmgh Bedz

junior to city offi

speech by foderal bankruptey
Judgo Ray Reynolds-Graves. He
stressed preparing for the ulti-
mate “test” of life, from which
they would later be called upon
to lead the United States.

But Roynolds-Graves also said
American schools nceded
strengthoning. Suggestions
included ysar-round schools, and
a national atandardized test as a
graduation requireinent.

“Stimulate thinking that there
in a core curriculum, that for
somo reason we've abandoned
the last 30 years,” Reynolds-
Graves said. “And we need to
find a way to get back to that if
we aro to return to where we
were.”

The judge continued to empha-
size that American public

ools, in some ingtances, have
d

been mi in recent
Gocades.

*Public Zad ‘inn is not
(abdut) sol!
Graves lul\!. 'lt gumng ready

to lead this country and lead this
world. That's enough self-esteem
for you.”

Later during the meoting,
North Farmington High School
junior Lauren Zakalik said the
judge’s iden of a national test
wnn something she disagreod

‘!t wouldn't be fair,” Zakalik
2aid, “because there are 50 many
diﬂ'crcnl kinds of learning. Not
everybody learna the snme way.
;:‘ACT'J and SAT's are overrat-

i’lmlngton Hills Mayor Pro-

‘Tem Jerry Ellis supported a
national

test use it would be
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viewed the aamo way the Michi-
gan Educational Assessmont
Program is, as a "roport card” to
the community.

“It affects property tnxes, what
kinds of businesses ard attracted
to a community,” said Elis.

Schools Superintendent Bob
Maxfield, answering n question
{rom Ellia, said thatidistricts
would have to makd "a fair
offort” to make sure students bo
given basic information that
they might be tested on. |

But school board shombor
Cathy Webb urged caution over
a national test, not to 'give it
more importan¢e than. other
tools used to gauge studeht and
#chool district performante, *so
we'ro not just gradusnting test-
takera.®

Following the meeting, several
students said they were inspired
by the judge’s comments and
that the Jﬂml session wos.a good

fY. point for
kids and their communitics. '

Harrison High School senior
Ed Cleland sald he agreed with
Reynolds-Graves concept of a
“test of life.” .

“I don’t think ‘the teat' is nec-
esparily what wo do in class or
on the MEAP,” Cleland said.

“But it's about what we do out-
side class.”

Cleland speaks from experi-
ence. He ia president of the
RAGE student club, which began
at Harrison and is branching out
to the aother two high echools.
The club discusses social topics
and participates in projpcts.
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