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Theatre Guild of Livonia-Red-
ford presents “Godspell” 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, March 3-4; and
March 10-11, and 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 5, at the theater, 16138
Beech Daly, Redford. Tickets $12,
discount for groups of 10 or more,
call (313) 631-0654.

BY RODERT WEIBEL
SPICIAL WRITER

The Theatre Guild of Livonia-
Redford’s “Godspell” in an enter-
taining and insightful rendering
of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew.

Thirty years ago, “Godspell”
(and “Jesus Christ Superstar”)
blazed a new trail in musical
theater - the rock opera. The
goal of John-Michael Tehelak
(munic and words by Stephen
Schwartz) was to preaent reli-
gious themes to a younger gener-
ation in terms they could under-
stand. Its timeless message cre-

ated a much wider audience,
accounting for ita continued pop-
ularity over tho years.

Though some havo taken grent
libortios with interpretation,
dircctor, Jonnifor Rembisz han
fashioned essentially a otraight-
forward production for the The-
atre Guild of Livonia-Redford.

The enaenble cast of 16 give
rouning and energetic perfor-
mances. Though ane wishes their
style was more apontancous,
with a less-rehearsed quality, aa
the dinciples learn of Jesus' joy-
ous message of faith, hope and
love.

The musical unfolds as a
series of parables: the sower, the
good Samaritan, the prodigal
son, and so on - in the form of
pantomimo, song and dance.

Kevin Hentkowski’s warm and
humane persona serves him well
in the role of Jesus. Ho could use

u little more edge nt times, how-
ever, to create n more charismat.
ic character.

Caleb Gilbert is very good in
multipte roles; principally, John
the Baptist and Judas.

Other players include Dennis
Day, Jim Digs, Karen Kelly, Teri
Giorduno (nlao vocal director),
Linde Gozdick, Bryon Harvey
{(also assistant director), Melissa
Leininger, Annette Ripper, Matt
Ripper, Sue Schuler, Jennifer
Schuler, Jane Teachout and Den-
nis Michae! Whaling.

Keri Wayne does a nice job
with the choreography, capecially
considering the size of the caat
and limited space. Musical direc-
tor Julio Yurconis, with Andrew
Fanco, Matt Vorhees and Tod
Miller, support tho cast not only
with solid rock, but with jazz,

.vaudeville, awing and revival

tunes.
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The show’s most famous num- Gozdick had fun with her boa in  tina in “All for the Best™ — which

pell’ ent rﬁéining, insighul

Musiosl: “God-
spell” cast
members take
a break from'
rehearsal at '
the Theatre ~
Guild of Livo-

nia-Redford. .

ber is *Day by Day," performed “Turn Back, O Man" Kevin and by the way includes a strobe.

radiantly by Suc Schuler. Linda

Caleb do a catchy soft-shoe rou-

Cast showcases their comedic flair in ‘The Skin of Our Teeth :

H ‘The Skin of Our Teeth’ Is a clever comic romp,
with easy laughter, and insight if you went to
look for . The talented Bonstelle company puils
off this performanco with skiil and ease - cer
talnly not by the skin of thelr teeth.

The Bonstelle, Wayne State
Univcraity’s undergraduate the-
atre company, presents the
Thornton Wilder claasic, “The
Skin of Our Teeth” until Sunday,
March 8. Performances 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, March 3-4, and
2 p.m. Sunday, March 6. Tic
Bonstelle Theatre is at 3424
Woodward Ave., call (313) 577-
2960.

BY BUE BUCHYTA
BPECIAL WRITER

Thornton Wilder's comedy
about George Antrobus and his
family is a rambling, rollicking
comedy that spans tho history of
mankind and survives good
times and bad “by the skin of
their teeth.” They are Adam and
Eve, or John and Jane Doe. They
have survived fire, flood, pesti-
Jence, the soven-year locusts, the
Ice Age, the black pox, a dozen
wars and as many depresaions.
They are alternately calm or
panic-stricken, heroes or clowns,
but they are always optimistic.

‘Thornton Wilder designed “The
Skin of Our Teoth’ to bo set in
any town familiar to the theater
patrons, so the Bonstelle compn-

ny cleverly made references to
Ferndale, Detroit, and other
Michigan locales. Written in
1942, “The Skin of Our Tecth” is
an allegorical fable that tnkes
the average suburben family
through time, with frequent ref-
erences to the Bible and other
historic events. The play takes
place in three acts, which ave
roughly divided by disaster: Ice
oge, flood, and war. *

The large cast takes full
advantage of the wackiness in
*“The Skin of Our Teeth” to show-
case their tive and di

Angeln Hogue. Although all the
characters step out of their roles
ot times, Sabina steps out of
character and establishes o rap-
port with the audience, telling
them her problems, and amusing
them with her on-stage argu-
ments with the long-suffering
stoge manager, played with
indignant rage by Blair
Franklin.

Mr. Antrobus, played by Randy
Barrctt Topper of Farmington
Hills, waa a cross between an
absent minded professor and
Fred ray's portrayal of

flair. Many of the crowd scenes
are presented with controlled
chaos and excess energy. They
represent Moses, thg muses and
majorettes.

The show is narrated by the
seductive housckeeper Sabina,
played with enthusinsm by
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the clumsy father in "My Three
Sons.” Bumbling but sturdily
protective of his family, he kept
busy inventing the wheel, fend-
ing off Sabina’s advances, and
surviving war and o host of his-
torical annoyances.

Mrs. Antrobus,

RS LN

played by

g T

Awesome Planet

£4
Alignment Viewing

Saturdoys, March 4, 11, 18 & 25, 6-9pm
Join Institute astronomers for the tong-anticipated grouping and aligament of Saturn, Jupiter
and Mars and watch astronomical history being made! The event begins at 6pm with the
Planetarium program Planet Alignment 2000! then moves outside far planet viewing.
Planetarium seating is limited. Planetarium program fec: Members $3 oduits, $1.50 children;
non-members $5 adults, $3 children. Outside observing is free.

Planetarium Programs

Planet Alignment 2000!

Fridays, 8pm; Saturdoys and Sundays. 12:30 & 3pm
Young Stargazers Sky Journey Saturdays and Sundays, 11:3Gom
Laser Swing Fridays, 7 & 9pm; Soturdays and Sundoys, 2

Astronomy for Inquiring Minds
- An Introduction to Astronomy

Adult Science Class Narch 6, 13, 20 8 27, :30-9pm
Instructor: Jeffery Bass, Head of Aslronamy’

Fee: $45 b

Spring Fling

/850
call 248 645.3210 for reservations.

March 18 & 19, 13em-4pm
Learn about =it things spring,

" SCIENCE

Call (1oll fre'e), 1-877 (‘,"\ (RANB oGk {1

& dpm

age 16. Class size timited;

from what you can do now for your garden to the astronomical
significance of the spring equinox. Frea with museum admission.

ab2-7700)
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Kristi Sorkin, is the long-suffer-
ing but tenacious Eva. Sorkin
brought o upunkiness to the role
that made us cheor her on when
sho went head-to-head with the
lagcivious Sabina, bartered for
fire, or kept infidels and other
strangers at bay.

The costumes brought to mind
the post-war period of the 18503,
when people defined their role
by the trappings of suburbia,

and a fur was a victory of the
hunt in mwore than one way.

The sct was like u colorful sur-
roalistic painting, which
enhanced the wacky and creative
tone of the ploy. The chimney
roso and fell according to the
demaonds of the plot, the window
dropped to odd angles, and a con-
venient trap door mid-stage led
to a bomb shelter. The fireplace
wan capnble of appenring lit, an
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important detail, since our
ancestors depended so greatly an
a warm hearth for survival - and
much wailing occurs when it vas
allowed to go out.

“The Skin of Our Teeth" is'n
clever comic romp, with ensy
laughter, and insight if you went
to look for it. The talented Ban-
stelle company pulls off this peyv
formance with skill and ease =
certainly not by the skin of thelr
teeth.




