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Planning commission: The
Farmington Planning
Commission meets at 8
pm.

f e

CTUESDAY.

Schogl board: The Farm-
ington Board of Educa-
tion will meet at 7:30 p.m.
at the Lewis Schulman
Administrative Center on
Shiawassee. Among the
topics is an update on
block scheduling.

FPS Telethon: The first-
ever Farmington Public
Schools telethon starts at
3 p.m. at North Farming-
ton High School. It will
continue until 3 p.m. Sat-
urday.
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History of
civil rights
topic of talk

BY TRACEY BIMKENHAUER
BTAFF WIUITER

If you had been raised a different color,
would your life bo vastly differont?

Justin Ravitz asked about 60 schoul
administrators, students, dignitaries and
community members to ponder that ques-
tion Thursday morning during “Civil
Righta: Then & Now,” an interactive tatk
sponsored by the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Multicultural/Muitiracial Communi-
ty Council.

The Southfield atiorney and former
Detroit Recorder’s Court judge asked
attendees to queation their dedication to
Americn’s civil righta struggle.
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Looking for a new job?
Find a great one that'’s just
right for you in the
Eniployment Section of

irmington @bserver
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able shut-off angers

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAFr WIITER
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£ 8t. Fabian Elemen-
tary School's cable tele-
vision was turned off
for about a weck aftor
Time Warner cut off

the juice on Murch 1.
Time Warnor conducted a routine
oudit and fourd that parochial schools

Famingion, / Farmington Hills, Michigan

H Time Warner cuts power
at 8t. Fabian for a week,
drawing the wrath of
SWOCC officials.

wlth the Southwestern Oakland Cable
a group repr

Fnrmmgton. Fnrmmgton Hills nnd

Novi, doesn't allow for free cable to

WEre erroneously g free eablo,
according to Time Warner genernl
manager Boh McCann. The company’s
interprotation of tho 1982 contract

) schools, enly public schools.
“Thnt‘s awfully peculiar because

they've beon receiving this service for

18 years,” snid SWOCC member and

Farmington Mayor William Hartsock.
“The contract talks about education in
general, and this has included, until
last week, all schools.”

SWOCC is a regulatory body that
averseea the contract with the cable
company and handles other regulatory
mattera pertaining to cable television.

A group of six volunteera sit an the

council, including & city manager and
city council member from each of tho
three cities.

Mercy High School's service wasn't
effected, because on March 1 associate

2

principal Will Gervals agreed to
work order stating the
would pny about $43 a month for '.hl!

SL Fnhuu udmminrnmr' refused to
sign a aimilar work order, multmgm
their shut-off.

Mercy first had cable installed about
eight years ago. Gervais said this wos
the firat tima ho's heard from the com-
pany sinco then.

“They said the policy has chungnd

lease soe CABLE,

Staying home: High gas prices
could keep some folks closer to
home this summer.

By TiM 8MITH
HTAFP WIITER
tamith@oo.homecoom.net

People who don’t like the major
incrense in gusoline prices at least can
seala back on how much they drive.
But achool districts, which must trana-
port children every day for nine
months, really don't have that luxury.

until we've run out of that budget,”

umd Cheryl Cannon, ass:lstunt super-

- for busi

services in Farmington Public Schools.

“That would take us up to April.”
According to Cannon, the coat of

“We can't say we'll transport kids-

Gas prices not a crisis - yet

BY JONI HUBRED
BTAFF WRITER
jhubredos.homocomm.net

“A little crowded today,” the Clark
gas station customer said to the clerk
as she waited to pay for a full tank of

B,

“We're the cheapest in town,” the
clerk roplied.

“Cheapest” could best be called a rel-
ative term. On Wednesday, gas ot the
station on Orchard Lake and Ten Mile
Roads cost $1.499 a gallen, While
that’s certainly cheaper than the $1.66-
$1.60 one might pay clsewhere in the
area, it’s a far cry from market prices
nh\m! three or four montha ago.

may be laining pri-
vntely, but they're not saying much to
Farmington’s U.S. congressman,
Joseph Knollenberg. According to his
chief of staff Paul Welday, talk about
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School bus fuel bill soars _

diesel fuel ~ used by the district’s fleet
of 96 buscs - has escalated from 65
cents per gallon to 80 cents per gallon
sinco the beginning of the schoal year.,

That represents a 38 percent
increase, which by the time the 1999-
2000 school year concludes will result
in an additional $45,600 in dis-
trictwide dicacl costs, over and abave
the $120,000 budget for diesel. Can-
nen said diesel fuel takes up about 756
percant of the total budget ($160,000)
for gas, oil and grense.

“We do purchase some gasoline for

STAT? P110T0S BY BNL BALTER
Bargaln: Judy Stacherski, of Farmington, fuels her Mercury
Sable at the Sunoco station on Grand River at Orchard Lake
Road. The station’s prices are among the cheapest in town.

Roplenlshing the fleet: School district employee Bob Terry fills
buses with diesel fuel as they return to the bus yard.
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Eleven Pines soil test summary due Thursday

BY JONI HUIRRD
HTAFF WRITER
Jhubred@cc.homecomm.net

Farmington Hills city offi-
cinls aay they're preparing to
release the results of soil test-
ing done on property they plan

e

Far Bobbie Feldman, politics was
lon:l:t:xjing she grow into. It was n
s pracesa.

The Farmington Board of Educa.
tion secretary started getting
involved in her children’s educa-
tioan through the Parent Teacher
Association.

Previous to runnlng for the bourd

she haired a millage
for the district, *so I hud a renlly
good, solid background behind me
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to develop ns a . °If course.
City manager Steve Brock
snid an executive summary of
the official, tabbed veport will
be presented at a council atudy
vesaion scheduled at 6:30 p.m.
on Thursday, March 186, at the

Mile Roads.

Costick Activities Center on 11
Mile Road. It's the first of &
series of meetinga that will
give residents a chance to com-
ment on plans to develop the
property ot Halsted and 11

differing opinions.

“I want to get information

A 23-acre ponmn of the 92-
acre project is a covered land-
fill, about which authorities
and the state’s Department of
Environmental Quality have

out there that's accurate,”
Brock snid. “This |s_|usl uunth~
eor step in the process.”

In addition to the nine-| Imlu
expansion of San Marino Golf
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& Editor's note: In the next few wecks we will
highlight arca women elected officials in antic.
ipation of a campaign workshop to help new-
comers to the polmml ff[d {earn how to run

Jan Dolan has some fairly simple
advice for women who have an
interest in politics: Get involved in
your community.

Dolan said she never intended to
have a political career, much less
one that spanned 22 years, with 14
spent on Farmington Hills City
Council nnd cight as a state legiala-
tor.

“There was a (council) vacancy

Farmington Board of Education
president Priscilln Brouillette was
alwnys interested in politics.

“When I was in junior high and
high school, I always ran for the
office of vice president instead of
president. That was a part of my
background and thinking.”

When her children went w0 school,
she recognized how important it
wan to have leaders vnlh no hidden

das in the

crented when Margaret

for office. The workshop is 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, March 25, at the William Costick
Activities Center. Call the League of Women
i Voters for more mfurmalmn 248-647-1360.

The PTA ot Gill Elementary
School was the springbonrd for
Cathy Webb's political career.

*“That's where ] got my renl start,”
#nid the veteran school board
trustec. “Then I was relected o be
on n diatrict-wide boundary com-
mittee. From that, T got scquainted
with various school board membera.
Board members Janice Rolnick and
Helen Prutow approached me, They
encouraged me to run. 1 gave it a




