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Cadet Mark Cohen, a 12th
grader at Howe Military School
is-indiane, was named to the
Hexdmaster's List for the third
ebe'weeks grading poriod of tho

aéléol year. He in tho son of. |

Hills residents were named to
the Honor Roll for the fourth
marking period at St. Mary's
Preparatory School in Orchard
Lake:

Robert Auvnlo. Goorge

Allglll.lh Cohen of Farmington Gopolan, Jossph Ritter, Juan
Hlis, Rojas, John Sterbling,

¥ HoNORS Andrew  Willlams and
The following Farmington Michael Zakarie.
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If you've been thinking ubout a tip to
- Eumpe this is a great to find
““Zae more! You're Invited to a speclal pres-
+ entation on England, Ireland and Europe,.,

co-sponsared by Trafolgar Tours and AAA
_Travel. Travel cxperts will be on hand to

glve you oll the details of these wonderful
inations. And you'll leam moee ebour
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While former Farmington
Hills Mayor Ald? Vugnozzi fwls

bones about his feelings toward
Time Warner, Thoso words ara
coming back to him now, as the
company allegoa hia participa-
tion vmlntes their right to an
ecislon-meker.

he can be ok

a contentious frnnchmo ugrns- .

ment between Time Warnor
Cable and the communities it
serves, Time Warner clearly dis-
agrees.

The company filed a formal

request P‘eb. 25 with the cnhlu .

to have V v '}
d from an admi
panel appointed to look at Tirne
Warner's proposed franchise
agroement, which has hung in
limbo for more than two yoars.
Vagnozzi was mayor when the
citics of Farmington, Farming-
ton Hills and Novi, through the
Southweat Onkland Cable Com-
mission, donied the franchise
proposal,
And at the timo, he made no

ative

‘In a June 1998 letter to the
Observer, Vagnozzi wrote about
Time Warner's proﬂu in the

departure from BSWOCC referred
to him as 2 long-time, “hard-
nosed” advocate on behalf of cus-
tomers regarding cable rates.

Vagnozzi said as mayor and a
mamber of the cable commission,
he was acting in the best inter-
ests of community residents.

‘Time Warner wants Vagnozzi off panel

Gillespie said the Michigan
Supreme Court has indicated
the risk of bias is that high when
the decisiou-muoker may bave
projudged the case because of
previous participation in other
rnleu, mcluding as an initial

“An o ber of the tribunal

wake of the
fully appealing & eE-cent rebate
to customers:

“As far as the public is con-
cerned, Time Warner's ponitinn
is ‘lat the public be damned,’
after all they’re just gettlng by
on a 37 percent profit margin.”

Quoted in a 1887 news story
about e $1 increase in rates for a
premium channel, Vagnozzi
accused Time Wnrncr of “atick-
ing it to us again® though Time
Warner manager Chuck
McCann said the company had
no choice, because of increasing
costs

Art:cles rcgnrdmg Vagnozzi's
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I will app: h all issues with
fairness, basad on facts,” he said.
*I have a proven record of fair-
ness.”

*Mr. Vngnozzi aita in oxactly
such an unconstitutionally intol-
umblo position,” Gillespte nnid

In a letter to SWOCC
John Donohuo, Time Warner
attorney Gurdner Gillespie said
the company doesn’t have to
prove Vagnozzi is b!ued in order
to show the company's right to
due process would be violated by
hia sorvice on the panel.

“Due process is also

tolated

he first r

Time Warner's proposal bo
denied, then actually voted
against it. “...the surrounding
circumatances indicate that the
potential of prejudgment is roal.
Due procesa does not tolerate
such a position.”
A D

where experience teachies that
the probability of actual bias on
the part of the judge or decision
maker is too high to.be constitu-
tionally tolerable,” he wrote. !

.

will mect
with the administrative panel to
advise them ns they review the
complaint. No data has been set
for that meeting.

and wn'll have to start chnrging
you,” Gervaia said. “I wasn’t
going to complain too much
because that didn't sound like a
1ot of money.”

The Farmington Training
Center, part of Farmington Pub-
lic Schools, received a form letter
dated Feb. 3 stating it would no
longer receive free service untess
it could provide Time Warner
proper documentation to justify
free service.

At tho quarterly meeting on
March 7, SWOCC representa-
tives confronted Warner's
McCann, saying these acts were
“uncenscionable.” McCann snid
the letter was sent to the train-
ing center erroncously, but he
stood by the contract interpreta-
tfon denying free acceas to
parochial schoola.

Nevertheless, McCann agreed
to turn St. Fabian's cable back
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on and continue providing free
service to all SWOCC

vide ’I‘hc Qbaurvcr with ncapy of
this

ed parochial schools.

“The facta wero not represent-
ed fully or accurately by
SWOCC,” McCann said. “They
asked us to make some chnngos.
Even though that’s not part of
the agreement, we agroed to
turn it back on.

“They were given information
from o copy of n poge of our orig-
inal franchise proposal. The
page they were given fell under
a subheading and the subhead-
ing waan't there. So it was all
out of context.”

McCann snid parochial schools
were mentioned in the franchise
agreement under - “public build-
ings” subheading. Since
parochial schools are not housed
in public buildings, he said, they
should not be entitled to free
service. McCann couldn't pro-

8WOCGs attorney searched
the contract for this subheading,
as did The Observer, to no avail.

*I am at a complete losa to
explain this,” said SWOCC
attorney John Donohue. 'lu a
public rolations disnster.'It’s
also a violation of the franchise.
1 have no iden what they think
they’re accomplishing.”

As far &8 Donohue is con-
cerned, the issuc is over, as long
as Time Warner continues to
pmvndo pnrocbml schaools free

blo.

SWOCC and Time Warner
have becn'negotinting a new
contract for years, The criginal
franchise agreement was intend-
ed to last 15 years, It's about
three years overdus. Thero's no
foreseeable end to the delibera-
tions.

“We're trying to resolve this
on (an) informal basis,” Hartsock
eaid. “We havo taken the Initin-
tive to push it along. Every time
we propose some language, it's
stricken or thrown out. Time
Warner publicly says they would
like to come to terms, but we're
not secing it.”

McCann sounds equally frus-
trated with the negotiations, but
roefused to comment on the
record.

There have been myriad prob-
lems between SWOCC and Time
Warner, including equipment,
repair and billing {esues. Time
Warner has about a 76-percent
market penctration in Farming-
ton, Farmington Hills and Novi.

SWOCC would like to negoti-
ato with another company, but
“there's no effective competition
within tho industry itself,” Dono-
hue said.

gas prices, oven on Capitol Hill,
has been virtualiy non-existent,
“We're a little concerned
Deénuse the administration has
bsen plow to respond,” Welday
said Iast week. “Secretary of
Energy Bill Richardson iv just
now moking overtures to OPEC

* about increasing oil supplies.”

‘The price ot the pump is tied
directly to the amount of oil
available for refineries. There
has been some talk about using

the country’'s strategic oil
reserven but Welday.xaid. that
tapping that source is pasier
said thaa done, It takes some
time to gear up, and that could
mean prices will continue to
soar.

“If we hit two doliurs a gatlon,
we won't be able to keep up with
the correspendence,” he predict-
cd. “I don't know how peoplo can
ignore a hike of 20 percent. I
think it’s starting to take its

toll.”

While traffic is woy up at the
Clark station, where customers’
are pumping full tanks to toke
advnntage of the low cost, it's
down at Northwest Oil Mobil
station, on 12 Mile Road.”

“Overall volume has been
down,” said station reprecenta-
tive Kathy Rosochacki. “I don't
know if they're justiout there
going to find the cheaper pluC?a
or what.”
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ESTATE PLANS
THAT WORK |

It's not about documenu... It's nbout rglulga

The Truth About
EstatLe Planmng"’

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION:

*» What is estate plan. .
* What makes a plan successful. .
* Why most estate plans don't work. X
« How to make an emte p]an work for you.

* Wills vs, Trusts.

+ To probaté or not to pmblta.
« Can you trust your trust.
* Other myths abont estste phnnlnz. .

« Estate pllnnlnahnm thnn documenta.
*C ling va. word p
What dm should upecno pay for
osure of fees.

,am importance of updating your phan,
¥ integrate retirement plans jnto,your plnn.

Buy protect those you care for. ;
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She said Northweat has tried
-to keep prices down ns much ns
possible. Mobil Oil sets their
conts, and the station has cut
profits to try to keep prices low.
On Friday, tley ranged from
$1.63 for regular unleaded to
$1.78 for premium,

Though they don’t pay nearly
as much for gas as consumers,
increasing pricea has Farming-
ton Hills ity officinls concerned.
Department of Public Works
Director Dan Rooney says gas
for more than 280 city vehicles -
averything from passenger cars
to lawn mowers — ia purchased
through a consortium,

“We have a complox way of
pricing fuel that is done on a for-
mula basis,” Rooney said. “We
got rather attractive rates
brc.uuo of our government sta-

R|ght now, that's around 86
cantl a galion, But the rate ia
proportionately higher than
what the city was paying earlier
this year.
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maintenance vehiclea® for exam-
ple, Cannon said,

Buses are re-fucled overy two
days or so, at the district's
transportation garage, located
at 82600 Bhinwassce behind the
Lewis Schulman Administrative
Center,

Because the district must con-
tinue mnking sure its floet is

fueled up, regard)
"of how expenaive diesel fuel is,
the district next month will like-
Iy present a budget rovision,
Cannon said;

“We're in the midst of doing a
budget revision districtwide,”
she said, "and this (38 percent
inc:nasa) will.be roflected in

at,

Other lineitems could be
adjunted to take care of the
added, unexpected cost, Or,
Cannon continued, tho $45,600
could be taken out of the fund
balance, which eraentially is an

+ actount reserved for emergen-
cied and one-time-only exponscs.

“That's one of tho reasons it's
impuﬂlnt to have u fund bal-
ance,” sho said.

But, noted’ Cannen, the dis-
trict alen in secing some savings
in utilities such as electricity
und telephones. Those savings

might at laast partially help off-
set the lneaqed fuel .gp.fm.,
she sald, -




