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E-commerce
plan in trouble

By T4 8MITH
STAFF WRITZIt
tsmlth@oc.homecomm.net

The plug is about to be pulled on an
ambiticus plen to lnunch an e-commerco
program for downtown Farmington mer-
chants.

Several factors were blamed for the
apparent demise of the proposed Down-
town Farmington MaerketPlace. Thoso
include poor timing and atmosphere in the
community, with the proposal criticized by
some for being too expenaive.

There is a slim chance that the program
could be revised and revived. A modified
version likely will ke discussed by the
Farmington Downtown Development
Authority at its Tueaday, April 4 mecting.

The DDA in carly January announced it
wab tenming up with Farmington-based
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Hills council: Among the
agenda items is a presen-
tation by Wally Chris-
tensen about the Korean
War Era Commémorative
Search. The meeting is set
for 7:30 p.m. at Farming-
ton Hills City Hall, 31555
W. 11 Mile Road.

fetreat: Brain research
will be discussed by the
Farmington Board of
Education during its
spring retreat, scheduled
from 5:30-9 p.m. at the
Farmington Training
Center, located at 33000
Thomas Street. The pub-
lic is invited to attend.
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It’s time t0 find a bargain
in today’s
HomeTown Classifieds!

BY TimM SMITH
BTANF W)

RITER
tsmith@oe homecomm.net

[l Samantha Steckloff wants is

a chance to do what she loves

A - perform on stage, and maybe

cnhance her potential for college
scholarships and a future career,

“jt's my future,” Steckloff eaid dur-
ing on interview lnat week, “But |

stage in front of the lights and in
front of the nudicnce. Its my favorite
thing to do in the world.”

But the Harrison High School
sophomore i3 increasingly frustrated
by the fact that this year hing been o
tota) washout from a drama perspec.
tive, There wasn’t a winter drama
production and her efforts to get a
drama club and/or u spriag musical
revue off the ground didn't fly, either.

Finally, following what she
described 2s an “unhappy experience”
discussing the issues with Harrison
Principal Rande Horn, she recently

s d

«can't explain tho fecling of being an.

Unhappy hlatus: Despite her smiles, Sumantha Steckloff is not pleased that there is no spring
musical at Harrison High School.

All she wants to do is act

‘The student wnplified on her letter
during an interview last week.

“It'w not just that 1 need it for col-
tege because T want to major in it,”
StecklofT said. “But guing for a year
without theater Is so hard for me.”

Steckloff, 16, described Horn ns not
being sympathetic during their meet-
ing of March 6. “He said there are too
mnny obstncles with the atage this
yeag and with the firc code.” . .
Double standard

She alluded to an apparent doubly
stundard far athletes and other stu-
dents, “I anid (to Horn), ‘If we don’t
have a footbalt field do we ship them
to another football field? The
(Witliam) Costick Center is open.™

On Friday, Horn said if e seemed
unsympathetic to the student, that
wasn't his intention.

“I'm not unsympathetic,” he said. “1
understand that here's an individual
whose gaals are to be on stage (for
career). She's in a tcugh spul But

sent a letter to school Super
Bob Maxfield nnd schiool board mem-

when hody nsks me o
don't ignore it.”
Horn d that it was hoped at

bers to expreas her d

*I am just a kid,” wrote Steckloff,
who has a strong ioterest in the fine
arta. “I connot force action on the part
of Harrison's stafl.”

the beginning of the scheol year that
the facilitics would be ready to allow
for a spring musical or same kind of
production. But when work did not

...that next year we really knock aur-
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progress us hoped, it was decided not
“do something gloppy,” and to
inutead wait until nexe fall.

The principal snid he is “very confi-
dent” that Harrikon's drama depart-
ment will be making n strong come-
brek in 2000-01, complete with state-
of-the-art fucilitics.

"Yca, there is a group of kids whe
will miss it,” Horn suid. “But we hope

sclves out and make up far what we
mixsed out on thia year.”

Unfortunate situation

Several other schuol and district
officials gt week waid the situation
wasn't mean-spirited ngainst students
such as Steckloff. But. it was merely
an unfortuna! o of bond issue con-
struction mnking it impossible to pre-
vide students with adequate
rchearsal und performing space — not
to mention audience seating.

“It really hurts me that this is the
situation beeause drama was so much
a part of my high achool experience,”
said nchoo) board President Princilln
Brouillette, who was voted best
actress as o senior at Eudt Aurora
Righ School in Illineis. “Students
have had to muke a lot of sacrifices
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Court hearing date in

BY Jom Hlmurn
jhubudooe homecomm.net

Jim Thompson walked into his eir-
cuit court arrnignment Friday morn-
ing, hands folded, wrists handcuffed.

He was arrested Feb. 18 on charges
of sexually abusing two Farmi

up from the Oakland County Jail to
appear before Oakland Circuit Court
Judge Deborah Tyner.

‘Thompson conferred briefly with his
attorney, Thomas Warkhaw, before
Tyner entered the courtroom to set the
date for his prelimioary hearing.

Prosccutor Chuck Soell asked for a

Hills brothere.
Thempson wan tethered this time to
abaut a dazen other prisoncrs brought

*“long date,” to allow authoritics time to
go through the hundreds of video and
audio tapes found in Thompson's home
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Walking the halls: Longacre principal Bill Smith and Jenkins

Ediware head for a visit to the new media center,

Eleven
Pines
project
scrapped

B Council agrees to take

new look at controversial
olf course expansion and
ousing plan

By JoN! BUBRED
STAFY Wi i
Jhabredttoe homecomm.net

As regards the city
of Farmington Hills’
initial concept plan to
put in a nine-hole golf
courae, 362 apart-
ments and 156 attached and town-
house condominiums on property at
Halated and 11 Mile roads, officinls
have a welcome word for concerned
residenta:

Fugednboudit.

Residents have been fuming for
weeks over the proposed expansion of
San Marino municipal golf course, us
well as the housing they anid came os
n complete surprise. While it's not for-
mally off the table, council members
agreed at a work session Thuraday
night to scrap the proposal, which
drew hundreds of residents te their
meeting at the William Costick Activi-
ties Centyr.

“It's o study scusion so they cun't
make that kind of decirion,” City Man-
ager Steve Brock waid Friday morming
“But that's not to say the reduced plan
is where we're going to land, either.”

The scaled back plan eliminastes the
proposed upscnle aportments entirely,
reduces the number of ttached condos
from 80 to 60 und increancs townhouse
condox fram 76 to 1745, While the first
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Explanat]on' IHills City Manag-
er Steve Broch u\pl(mu the
Eleven Pines project to a
packed house.

sex case set for April

the night he was arcested.

Acting on a tip from an alert Farm-
ington school hua driver, police set up n
surveillance of Thompsan's activities,
which they say included cruising
through neighhorhoods, school buw
stops and nny arve where young boys
would gather.

In 47th District Court testimony, the
brothers testifivd Thompron would put
1 tape recorder an their laps while they

drove around in his red Dodge Viper
sports car, then touch their inner
thighs or genitals while he was adjust-
ing the position of the recorder. Po
say they've found more than 30
worth of evidence.

“We're still going through bundreds
of nudio und video tapes,” Saell told
Judge Tyncer. “We'd ask the court set »
pretrial in May.”
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Leadership

They see how it’s done

BY TIACEY BIRKENHAUER
NTAFF WrimeR

Jenking Ediware has wanted to be
an clementary school teacher since he
was in ninth grade

“I used to think teachers were in
their own little world, but once T got te
knaw them personnlly [ knew that was
what [ wanted to du,” said the Farm-

ington High School senior. “For
instanee, Mr. (FHS principal John
Narrelt gots really aul with tu-

dents. That's what 1 like.

Pursuing his dream, Ediware took
part in Farmington Pablic Schools' dis-
trictwide Studenta Operating Schools

event Fridny. 'The cighth annual cvent

n!lowu high school lludenuw acqu nul
1 with the

!hc peaple who run Farmington's puh

lic schools, from bua drivers to the

superintendent.

Ediwnre chose Langacre Elementary
School hecause his brather and sister
attended the achool. 1fe shadowed
principal Bill Smith.

“What ninkes it so much smore exeit-
ing for me is that Jenkins has an inter-
est in education,” Smith said, seated
across the table from the professionally
dressed student in the teachers’
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