LiNDA- AN CHO!

-Exhibits show
local artists
of all mediums

rtists aren't lotting March dol-

drums get thom down. They’re

too busy creating, exhibiting,
and attending classes and meetings.
Many artists have found that these
claszes and clubs strengthen their
skills and provide venucs to show
their work.

From Farmington to Livonin and
Plymouth, there are several opportu-
nities to view peintings and photogra-
phy being done by local artists. Here's
0 guide to what's going on:

VAAL student exhibit

The watercolors ure vibrant and
bright in a show of work by Edee Jop-
pich's students in the Fine Arts
Gallery at the Livonia Civic Center
Library through Thursday, March 30.
Juppich, u well-known Farmington
Hills artist, has been teuching her
“Creative Approach to Watercolor™
class ot the Visual Arts Association of
Livonia for 25 years. She eurrently is
cxhibiting work in her 315t one-
woman show at the Michigan
Wamen's Historien] Center and Hall
of Fame in Lansing through Sunday,
April 2. For information and direc-
tions, coll (617) 484-1880.

“Mixing all levels of experience in
one clags is helpful to everyone,” aaid
Joppich, “It’s a very ucademic
approach, Each project edds to their
experience. They all bave talent but
they have to lenrn to ehallengo them-
selver”
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New llIfe: Staci Miron holds
her six-month-old son Paul,
the inspiration /‘or the exhibit
of art works behind her.

‘The show in unified by o theme -
flowars. The class began by doing col-
lage and then transposing it into
watercolor. The result is o variation of
patterns coming together in one work.
Not to be missed is Canton urtist Kay
Rowe's “Island Exotics.” Iguanua seem
ta come out of nowhere to surround a
hugu pink hibiscus.

“Each of these have elements from
the student's life,” said Joppich. “You
paint yourself. No matter what the
painting, you are in the painting.”

Tho VAAL show is ons of throe
sponsored by the Livonia Arts Com-
migsion in two venues every month,
Next door to the gallery in the circu-
inr showeases fa a whimaical exhibit
by the Michigan Doll Makers Guild
continuing through Thursday, Morch

30.

Members of the Palette Guild
exhibit primarily realistic works with
a dash of expressionism through Fri-
day, March 31 et Livonia City Hall.
Westland artist Annalos Davis shows
a multiple portrait of the cate for
which she ia femous.

Livonia Camera Club

‘There's spomething for everyone in

ames L. Aho sometimes gocs
to extremes when he wants
to cupture a subject with the
lens of his camera. An
umbrella in the left hand,
camera in the right, the
Westland  photugrapher
auapped a portrait of Jegendary jerz
piunist Dave Brubeck in the pouring
rain during the 1999 Montreux
Detrolt Jarz Featival. Minutes later,
the performance woy stopped for fear
the muyicians would be electrocuted.

Brubeck, Kenny
Burrell, Elvin
Jonea, and Kenny
Garrett are a few of
the images in a 30-
year retrospective
of Ahn's work at
Focus: HOPE in
Detroit.

‘The official pho-
tographer for the
Montreux Detrojt
Jazz Fentival
(renamed the Ford
Detroit Jnterna-

© tlonal Jazz Feati-
yud), Aho welks threugh the digplay of
58 photopraphs cagerly telling the
atory behind each imagte. The photo-
swaph of Brubeck holds memories of
the first time Aho heard u recording
by the jazz grent at 19 yeors of ope.
Aho'a loved the American art form
vver gince. But Aho's exhibit goes
beyond capturing performers et Mon.
treux Detroit. It's all about *A Quality
of Light *

Process

Ahg gets loat in the process of cre-
ating images that chollengo his skills.
It took him two hours to find his way
out of the woods ulter photographing
o lone wildflower growing amidst

Memories: One of
the Westland pho-
tographer’s favorite
portraits ia of his
daughter Kelley,
now age 24.

_Spring concert: Dance Ensemble West's
senior company: Valerie Miller (lef: to
right, standing), Colleen Badgero, Heather
Fountain (director), Andrea Miller, Lind-
say Conklin (left to right, seated) Christer;
Qgden and Anne Bresler,
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Jazz planlets: Taslimah
Bey (above left) and
Carla Bley were two of
the performers at Mon-
treux in 1999,

Jamts L., AHO
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ese

follage on the foreat floor of the Bald
Mountain Recreation Area uear Lake
Orion,

While photographing the interior of
a rustic cabin, or a student kneoling
in tha roctury of St. Anne’s Church in
Detruit, Ahe uses natursl light to
bathe his subjects in tranquility.

“I'wo things that attract me are thoe
quality of light — how light carvsses*
suid Aho. “And simple subjects, 1 love
gimple subjects thut evoke on emo-
tional response. There's almeont
alwaya a perenity
in ell of these.”

From a self-por-
trait taken 30-years
ago in Birminghom,
to the roof of a Can-
ton Township barn
that has long since
been torn down, the
images record Aha's
histary. The photo-
graph of o shop
window, piled with
boxes of Trend
detergent in Devr-
Lorp, wae teken
while mentaring students in a Focus;
HOPE photography project. Aho
came up with the ides for the annual
series of workshops while carrying
out his duties ne monager of Focun:
HOPE's communications depurtment,
“Fucus on the Mission” expaes high
schools students from the tri-county
aren to culturad diversity.

“I don't capture these subjecta to
document,” Abu said. “IU's something
I'm responding o emotionally.”

Influences

One of Ahw's carliest inllugnces was
Ansel Adams whom he met at o 1974
racoption for an exhibitivn by the
master lensman in an old white

Historical slement:
Archictectural details
from structures across
the US, can be seen in
James L. Aho’s one-
man show.
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What: Theoo decades of pho-
tography by Jorwe L. Ao,
Whea: Tivough Monday,
Apell 3. Howrs are 8:30 o.m.
e 5 p.m, dally.

Wherst Focus: HOPE Galiery,
1400 Oakman Boudeverd,
Detroit, Call {313) 494-8800
for Information.

Hot tima: James L. Aho captured the moods of drummer
Elvin Jones (above) and Kenny Garrett at the event now
known as the Ford Detrott International Jazz Festival,

house in Birmingham known.as the
831 Gullery. The space, now located
on North Woodwurd, became the Hal.
sted Gallery, Aho stil] hus the poster
from the exhibit by Adams.

“He emphosized visualizing on
what you're shooling, what you want
to end up as the print.”

Aho fell in love with pholography
after buying his first camera shortly

Heartfelt: This por-
trait {s another

H favorite because it

: features his wife of 30
years ~ Karen.

- CONCERT

after graduatiog from high school.
Before long, he was duing his own
darkroom wark. In the ‘703 and ‘50s,
Aho was ulmost uever without the
camera he kept loaded on the passen-
ger scat of his car. He shot primanly
in black and white during those early
days.
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Barkiless treo:
James L. Aho cap-
H tures a variety of
i subject matter
{ including nature,
|
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Heather Fountain will tell you in no
uncertain. terme that the senior com-
pany of Dance Enscmble Weat
deserves to perform in the Gala Con-
cert at the Michigan Youth Arts Festi-
vat in Kalamnzoo in May.

Bul before they do, the Plymouth-
based dance company will preview
“Six Souls,” their winning plece, in o
spring concert Saturday, March 26 ul
the Plymauth Canton Little Theater.
The Dance Collection 2000 program

features 8 combination of bulet and
modern dance by memhors of thn
apprentice, junior and senior compa-
niex,

“They worked hord and were among
the three chosen from the 16 picces
adjudicated in Enst Lansing in Febru-
ary,"” said Fountain. “This ix the thied
year they've been ndjudicated into the
festival which fentures students from
around the atate. Qur spring concert is
a great oppartunily for them to show-
cage their talent. It's better than a
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COLLECTION 2000

What: A concest of baliet
ond modern dance works.
Whesr: 3 p.m, Seturday,
March 25,

Whevs: Plymouth Canton
High School Little Thester,
8416 N, Centon Conter
Road, south of joy Road.
Tickets: Donation $9 per
person, call (734) 420-
4430,

§

Dancers balance program with ballet and modern



