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E-publlcatlons are growing quickly in popularity
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Steven King
novella that is
boing distribut-
ad only online
has stunnod the
beok world and
brought smiles
to online
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entroprepeurs.

In the first 24 houra the “Rid-
ing the Bullet” e-book went
online, more than 400,000 orders
were processed, way more than
typical book sales.

“Wo see a time in the not too
distant future when virtually
every book in print will bo avail-
uble in both physical and elec-
tronic formats,” says Barnes and
Noble online sales exec Steve
Riggio.

A lot of the orders are coming
from people with Palm and Win-

dows CE handheld devices.
While it dooa take somo getting
used to using scroll buttons to
read a book on a tiny handheld
computer scroen, it soon becomes
as familiar as paper.

For example, I no longer sub-
scribe to a paper copy of a daily
newspaper. I road everything
from the Wall Street Journaol
and New York Times to my local
paper on my Palm, thanks to a
free program called AvantGo
(www.avantgo/com) .

If you think that's samothlng.
wait until Web-equipped wire-
less phones become as standard
in the U.S. as they are in'
Europe. Chuck Westbrook,
senior producer with CNN Inter-
active (www.cnmn.com) teld me
the other day that in Europe, 40
million people read CNN contant
an wireless phones.

Just last woek here in the
Detroit region, AirTouch Cellu-
Iar rolled out its Mobile Web
wireless phone, which offers
news, sports, weather nnd busi-
ness Web-site surfing from the

same handheld device you use to
place wireless phone calis.
There's also e-mail, paging and a
Web-based calendar accessiblo
through the phone. Other ser-
vicea, liko online shopping nnd
aurely the downloading and
reading of books and magazines,
also ave possible,

It looks like “e-publications”
are here to stay,

PC Mike gets a Palm Illc

Spoaking of Palm, I traded my
Palm Vx in this weok for the
new Palm Illc color unit. I
know, I know. I eaid a few wecks
ago that I didn’t think I'd get one
of tho color models. But then [
was browsing through my local
computer store and saw it. The
display is absolutely breathtak-
ing. It is crystal cleor and really
bright. [ was seduced by a pretty
face, what can I tell you?

‘The new color model is a little
larger than my Palm Vx, but it's
still way smaller than those
klutzy and complicated-color
Windows CE competitora. The

Palm IIlc sporte a now hot-
synching update that speeds up
the time it takes to aynch data
and, with 8 mega of memory,
there's.room for everything I
peed. I've now had every model
of the Palm from the day it was
introduced.

With this now color model, [
am again struck by the simplici-

ty and afficiency of the Palm. It .

is not a “be-all, do-all” gizmo
that tries te Jam in all sorts of
uscless features like volce dicta-
tion and MP3 playback. It is
practical and aimed clearly at
the no-nonsense business user
who wants to manage a calen-
dar, to-do list, nddress book and
memo pad.

‘There are tene of thousands of
programs available that work on
all models and the little
machines synch perfectly with
Outlook on my desktop comput-

er.

I haven't had this new unit
lang enough to give you a reli-
nble rend on how the color screen
will affect battery life, but from

all the roparts I've read on the
Net, that does not scom to bo o
preblem

Voice e-mail

I recoived a talking e-mail
from PCMike.com regular Mike
Blasin alerting me to a now free
program called Talksonder
{www.talksender.com) , It'a n
pretty cool download that takea
less than a minute to grab and
thon use. Just click the mouse to
record and hit send to zap it off.
Your recipients need nothing
cxtra to listen to your messagos.
They hear it right away when
they open your message.

Free PC's not a good deal

Before you jump on the fiec
PC bandwagon, be aware there
havo been a lot of complaints
about soma companies that bill
your credit card and then don't
deliver PC’s for weoks or
montha. And if thinga go wrong
with these freebic PC's, cus-
tomer support is usually impos-
wnible to find. Right now, I would-

n't recommend any of these so-
cnlled frecbie systems, especially
if it is to be your only computer.
Most have only limited expan-
aion capabilities. SBame goes with
the froe DSL mervico being
offered these days. The catch
with thia is you have to give your
namo to scads of advertisers,
who will bombard you with
como-ons and sales pitches.

PC MIKE on WWJ, NewsRa-
dio 850

Starting Monday, liaten w my
Net News Daily feature on the
Internet, at 8:30 PM on WWJ-
Radio, NewsRadio 960, And
don’t forget my regular WXYT
“PC Talk” call-in computer show
overy Saturday and Sunday
from 4-6 p.m. on TalkRadio
1270, WXYT.

“73" until next week.

Mike Wendiand covers the
Internet for NBC-TV Newschan-
nel stations across the country.
He is the author of o series of
Internet books. You can reach
him through his Web site at
http:/ fwiww.pemike.com

BUSINESS CALENDAR

‘Items from the Observerland
arca for the Business Calendar
can be sent to: Observer Newspa-
per, 36261 Schooleraft Road,
Livonia, MI 48150 attention:
Business Calendar.

TUES, MARCH 21

HITECH TUESDAY

The Ann Arbor IT Zonce wilt
sponsor “Reseorch Grants as a
Funding Alternative™ at 5 p.m.
at 330 E. Liberty, downtown
Ann Arbor, Mark H. Clevey,
director of the Small Businesa
Association of Michigan's
Entrepreneurial Development
Center, and Dr. James MncBain,
director of resenrch relations at
the University of Michigan's Col-
lege of Engineering, will be the
featured speakers, Cost ia free to
members, $25 for non-members
and $5 for students. Registra-
tion: online ot www.annarborit-
zone.org or call (734) 623-8286.
NAT'L ABSOC. OF CAREER WOMEN
The West Suburban Chapter of
the National Association of
Career Women will meet at
11:45 a.m. at Ernesto’s Restau-
rnnt, 41661 Plymouth Road, Ply-
mouth, Etiquette consultant
Patricia Warner will discusy
“Minding Your P’z and Q's in the
Workplace.” Cost: $18 for mem-
bers and $22 for non-members.
To make rescrvations, call
Trucey HufY (248) 347-3356.

WED, MARCH 22

BUSINESS NETWORK INT'L

Laurel Park Chapter meets 7-
8:30 n.m. at Archic’a Restaurant,
30471 Plymouth Road, Livonia.
Call the BNI regional office at
(810) 323-3800.

FRI, MARCH 24

SUSIESS NETWORK INT'L
Livonia Chapter meets 7-8:30
a.m. at Senate Koney Island on
Plymouth Road near Stark, Call
the BNI regionnl office at (810)
323-3800,

THUR, MARCH 30

RETIMID EXECUTIVES

Marketing Plan Workshop from
8:30 a.m, to noon, Exccutive
Office Building of Oakland
County, 1200 N. Telegraph, Pon-
tiac. Topics includo diagnosing
marketing problems, market
targeting, and advertising and
publicity. Cost: $40. To register,
contact SCORE at (313) 226-
7947 between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
weekdays.

WED, APRIL S

WOISEN'S CONFERENCE

The Michigun Business and Pro-
fessional Asrociation will spon-
sor the 4th annual Women's
leadership Conferenco and Dis-
tinguished Service Awarde Lun-
cheon Wednesday, April 6 at
Burton Manor in Livonin. Regis-

Read
Thursday’s
Community
Life section

tration begins at 7:30 a.m. Con-
ference is acheduled frnm 8:30

BUSINESS IN CHINA
Onkland University's Profes-
1

a.m. to 2 p.m. Two
are planned: “How to Build a
Success{ul Personal Strategic
Plan” fotlowed by “Is Your Busi-
ness Checklist in Order?” The
total cost is $50; cost for lun-
cheon only is $26. For informa-
tion about attending, co-sponsor-
ing or ndvertising, contact
MBPA at (810) 979-6322.

RIDAY, APRIL 14

sional D and Educa-
tien Outreach, School of Educa-
tion and Human Services
(SEHS) will present “Opening
Doors in the 21st Century, Cre-
ating Business Opportunities in
China after WT0.” The seminor
will e held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, April 14 in Oakland Uni-
versity's Meadow Brook Ball-
room. Co-sponsors include: The
Detroit Regional Chamber, Pon-
tinc Export Assistance Center -

U.S. Department of Commerce,
Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, and Leonard
Woodeock Legacy. The seminar
is on introductory course far
individuals and orgnnizations
intereated in developing or
expanding markets in China.
Jerome D. Hill, J.D., Ph.D. and
Ledong Li will share their exper-
tise on expunding interests and
overcoming the challenges of
doing business in China. Cust is
$296 and includea n Chincse
luncheon and handout material.

The registration deadiine is
day, April 5. Enrol!
is limited. Contact the Profes-
sional Development office at
(248) 370-3033 for a brochure or
to register for the seminar. Fax
registration with VISA or Mas-
terCard payment is accepted at
(248) 370-3137.

FRI, MAY 12

FIESTA HISPANA BALL
Tho Michigan Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce hosts its 11th

Anniversary Fiesta Hispana
Ball at the Ritz Carlton in Dear-
born. The VIP reception begins
at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner
and dancing at 7:30 p.m. Mr. Bo
Anderssan, executive in charge
of worldwide purchasing for
General Motors Corp., is event
chairman. The ball provides an
opportunity to network with
business representatives and
meet corporate sponsors. For
tickets, contact MHCC at (248}
208-9916.

‘1,250 CASH BACK'

‘1,000 CASH BACK

based on 8
payments am for 2000

*Example vy,
of $14,435; 38 monthly pay

SeE YOUR Locat CHEVIOLET® DEALER ToDAY!

s total $7,164. Malibu p:

a’yﬂm

Esch dealer .ch its own price. Your ents may vary. Cavalier or 2000 C
g aro for 2 cm%m ialibu with MORP om 7. 21 5; 36 montht paymems total

gvrolet Impalg with MSlllP of $18,872; 36 month]y paymem;‘ total $9,324. Option to purchase at

determined at leass signing. GMAG must app
PA, SD and WV. You must take retall dedtvery

maintenance, repair and excess weaor, If leau Iormlnalas sany lessee Is llable lor all unpal
available with customer cash offers. 1You must
offers, The Malibu Emblem is a reglstered lradomuk of lho GM

from paﬂlc!pntl

dealer stock by 4/3/00. M|Ieago chargs of

orp. Buckle up, Americal 57

szomm % paﬁng denler g‘ron&ng;ty,ﬂw

Not avaitable wih specl:
~800-950-2438 or

Cavatier Coyj

2000 Cavalier® Coupe ‘2000‘ _Mal_ibu;é‘ 4‘ " 2000 Impala®
s 36-Month Lease - 36-Month Lease $ 36-Month Lease ' ‘
],12 Due at Lease Signing $1,8340ugatlma=.5ig1ing ngmums@m :
(T and Bocrae a8 ) (T e Boenie et ) (T, itle mmm ) O
OR OR i

i

with MSRP
7,524, Impala
for an amount to be

MN, Wl and select counties in IL, IN, IA KY, MO, NE, NY, ND, OH,
$.20/mils over 36,000 miles. Lessoe pays for
nts. Paymants may be higher In some states. Not

GMAC finance or lease
www.chevrolet.com !




