AS(F)

The Qbserver & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2000

So far, seat belt law clicking with motorists

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
jhubred®oc.hiomecomm.net

The signs {lashing across over-
passes throughout thé Dotroit
moetro aren delivered the stern
message for weeks: “Click it or
ticket.”

They warred motoriata of a
new atate Jaw that allows police
to issue a ticket for not using a
seat belt as a stand-alone
offenae. Prior to March 10, offi-

cors could only write a ticket for
soat belt use if a driver had
already been stopped for another
traflic offense.

‘While it may cncourage more
motarists to buckle up, nothing
much has chanyed for local law
enforcemert officors.

“It's vory close to business as
naormal,” said Hills Lt. Gary
Hawald.

Supervisors talked about tho
new law during roll call at the
beginning of each shift, aa is

atandard practice. The only real
difference, Hawnld said, is the
ability to stop someone just for
not wearing a soat belt.

He snid officers have writton
only a handful of seat belt tick-
ots just about a woek into
enforcement. The majority still
piggy back onto other citations.
Howald stressed thot Hills offi-
cera aren’t going to bo running
out onto the strocts waving a
now law and writing tickets.

“Officers have tho discretion to

issue warnings,” he snid. “A lot
of timea, all you have to do when
you pull up next to somcene is
snap your belt a fow timea. They
get the message.”

Even if it doesn't make a big
difference, Hawald firinly
believes in the law ~ and in scat
belts. Ho has been wearing one
for yoars becauso of his expori-
cnceos as a police officor.

“I believe in seat bolts. l'vg

Police seek

mr'm( 8MTTH \
umn.woe homecomm.net

Farmingten police nre inves-
tigating an apparent armed
robbery which took place
Thureday at the Clark gos sta-
uon, located at Nine Milo and
roads.

scon gh -npln
againat wmdshmldn he said.

Walled Lake district reviewing student discipline

BY S8TACY JENKINB
STAFY WRITZA
ajenkins@os.homecomm.net

The Walled Lake school dis-
trict's Board of Education is get-
ting tough on student discipline.

During recent expulsion hcar-
ings, due to violent acts, board
members expressed frustration
over students, parents and their
attorneys expecting these stu-
dents to be sent to the L.AT.E.
program for uninterrupted edu-
cational instruction.

The program, Levels for
Aassisting Tronsitions in Educn-
tion, is supposed to be a privi-
lege, not an ic option for

expelled students, said board
members.

“The precedent has beon that
you get expelled, but don't
worry, you'll go into the LAT.E.
program,” said trustee Michael
Karson, *It's become such an
automatic. They're coming to the
board with tho expectation that
they're gaing into the L.A.T.E.
program.”

The award

of students demonstrating
severe behavioral misconduct,
while maintaining the educa-
tional progress,” as stated in A
program description on the dis-
trict's web site.

tion for this to be a part of the
disciplinary action.

“We got to the point where we
hod two in one week. It was
almost more than we could
stand,” Peterman said. “We were

Assistant Superi d
Mick Beauchamp said the pro-
gram is succesaful, and most of
the students complete the 16-
weck program.

atarted in 1995 in tho Walled
Lake school diatrict. It allows
expelled students to continue
their education outside of the
regular acheol day.

“The L.A.T.E. program wns
d
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Board L said they have
no problem with the program,
but they nced to be more selec-
tive about who geta to enter it
upon expulsion.

Two astudents were recently
expelled far violent acts and both
cnded up in the L.AT.E. pro-
gram. Trustee Amy Peterman
said tho board was frustrated
because there was an expecta-

sort of fr d with what was
going on.”

With pre-meditated vielenco
on the rise, Peterman said the
board needs to address program
eligibility.

“We want the word out on the
atreot that we're getting tough,”
she said,

Superintendent James Goisler
said tho board con implement a
policy that spells out criteria for
sending expelled students to the
program. It was crented under
the philosophy that “there are no
throw away kids.”
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KNOW THE FACTS!

Are you considering adding your children to the deed to your house?
Have you added a son or daughter to your bank account to avoid probate?

Find out why these methods may cause problems and even taxes!

ATTEND A FREE CLASS

Major topics will include: )

¢ REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS

*DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY
o PATIENT ADVOCATE DESIGNATIONS
© LONG-TERM CARE PROTECTION

¢ LAST WILL AND TESTAMENTS
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¢ ELIMINATING ESTATE TAX *

LEE IR BN B B B B B O 4

- Sponsared by:

NEMIER, TOLARI, LANDRY, MAZZEO & JOHNSON, P.C.

The firm has beea serving this community for 30 years and holds the highest possible rating (AV) for legnl quality mven by the national attorney
rating service Martindale-Hubbell, Clacses are given by attorneys who specialieo in estato plonning an
Secticn of the Su‘o Bar of Michigan. Lot our attorneys answer your questions lmd provide you with lnfnmm'.lnn rvxlrdm( new hx and probate laws,
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s FREE CLASS =
Monday, March 27
FARMINGTON Community Library
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23500 Liberty Street at State
Food and beverages will be served
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Maria Putt, commander for
the Fnrmington Public Safety
Dopartment, Friday said the
suspect “implied” to a female
station clerk that he had a
weapon in his waistband. The
clerk was not injured in the
1:35 p.m. Thursday incident.

About $350 in cash was
stalen, according to Putt.

Tho suspect was described ns
a black male, in his mid-20s to
mid-30s, wearing a dark base-
ball cap and flannel shirt. A
composite aketch of the man
was released Friday by Farm-
ington palice.

Putt aaid the clerk wasn't
hurt but waa “visibly shaken,”
and that the gas station man-
ager wag in a back room at the
timo of the incident but did sec
the suspect leave the scone.

Police reports indicated that
the suspect walked into the

help in

solving armed robbery

statinn and demanded cash
from the register, and that he
implied having s wcapon
tucked into his waistband.

After receiving a grocery bag
filled with money, he exited
the stution and drove away in
a veohicle described by Putt as
a red pick-up truck, “very new
with o yellow snow plow in
front.”

The vehicle waa spotted
headed cast on Nine Mile,
toward the M5 expressway,
polico said.

Anyone with information is
osked to contact Farmington
police Dotective Frank Demers
ot {248) 474-4700, ext. 239,

Festival town hall meeting Wednesday

A town meoting about the
Farmington Area Family Fest is
echeduled from 7-8 p.m.
Wednesday at the Farmington
Training Center.

The meeting is being hosted
by the Farmington Area
Founders Festival Inc., the
board of which manages and
oversees the event, to be held
this year June 22-24.

“We'vo invited downtown mer-
chants and any resident who
wants to come out,” said FAFF
board member Carleigh Flahar-

ty, who al

is president of the :

chamber of commerce. “It’s for .
them to hear the new things :
about this year's festival” and *

have any questions answered,

Also during the meeting, back- .

ground about the festival will be

detailed and festival manager :

Mike Watta of Watta-UP! will be
introduced, Flaharty said.

The Farmington Training
Center is at 33000 Thomas,
about two blocks east of Farm-
ington Road and one block north
of Grand River.

Arthritis Today. -
JosepH J. Weiss. M., RHEUMATOLOGY -
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