kom

The Observer & Ecc;mtric/ THURSIAY, MARCH 23, 2000

Telethon ﬁompa,LAs )

monetary suppart.

“We want to expand our mis-
sion, and ovents like this build
awareness,”. said Suranne Licht-
man, the foundation's executive

director, “Besides, it gives the

ocl the upyortunity to show-
cuc ta naw studio.

Most viewers naver would
Hlave guesaed that the high

Jhool craw runnlngwthc show

thnn h-tu.r-lly. thm weré mh

Suzanne Lichtman
~—Foundation exceutive

, but the

tHem as natural. Even when

orth High School junior Alyson
Agn typed ih a grand total of
422,50 instead of $2 260, she
vas, unfazed. A fellow student
hallered, "It's $2,200! Not
$22.600" 'Adams 1aughed She
\n'ma more amused than apologet-

l.nu:r sho oxplained, “This was
my firnt-time experience rcally
ubing this in the studio,” she
gpid. "I learned the program
between fifth and soventh
hours.”

Much of the high-tech equip-
ment waa installed just last
wgeck, with some picees indoctri-
mated just hours before show
time. Harrison High School
tisnior Shawn Uridge waited in
tbc control reom for hia thot at

director
LB

real-lifo experience as » camera
operator.

*1 figure this will bs a resumo
builder to buck ma up even moro
than someone who just has a col-
Iege oducation,” ho said.

Like moat of hia student col-
leogues, Uridge planned to cresh
at the school, especinlly after his
2 am. shift. Student shifts typi-
cally lasted thros hours, with
some students working as many
as five shifts. Many students who
had intended to last the entire 24
hours wore spotted snoozing
toward the weo hours, hut
telethon heroes Sue and Dean
Cobb weathered all 24 hours.

Organizers had only about two
months to prepare. That's why
the foundation depended heavily

STAPY PHOTO EY BILL BRECLER
Giving: Farmington Harri-
gon freshman Jon Garvey
works the phone banks
early Friday cvening.

on reliable parent volunteers,
such as Julie Devine, who has &
student at Farmingten High
School. Dressed in her yellow
tolethon T-shirt, Devine coordi-
nated students manning the
phones, camera operators and
anyone else who waltzed into the
studio. Asked what ia most excit-
ing about the event, sho said,
“Just making it happen.”
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said pnrent Laura Velzy, who
has chitdren attending first and
fourth grades at Hillside, *Tho
reslity is, wo live in a cruel
world and I thought the videos
wore done tastefully and age-
appropriately.

“It's hard, a5 a parent, to roal-
izo thav that's out thoro, But it
is, and we have to do what we
can.”

Alno ut Tuoedny's proview,
attondod by about 60 people, was
Hillside parent Ponny Twigg,
who conceded not quite knowing
just yet aboul what to think of
the videos.

Although Twigg said there
were good points made in both
videos, tlio one intonded for filth
graders (*When Should You
Tell™) had a focus that made her
uneasy.

In tho video, an older teenage
boy gots on top of and holds
down his younger female cousin,
despite her protests. She felt sho
could not inform her mom about
the incident. Later in tho video,
the girl, “Keren,” finally confides
in her teacher. “Mrs. Valdoz"

ures her that what & 4

L. ‘SEXUAL

— HARASSMENT

lum will begin doos not automat-
ically mean the videos will be
shown in clasgrooms, esid
Eatraleo Michaclson, the dis-
trict’a diroctor of Snfe 'and Drug
Freso Schoold.

“Wa are mnvlng forward with
tho program, * Michaclson said,
“but wo're respecting the nghu
of parents” who want to view the
materials and make 8 more-
informed decision about opting
their children out, which they
are permitted to do. “... Qur cur-
ricutum is never tied to any pieco
of media.”

Michaelson said the program,
which was developed over a two-
to-three-year period, was
approved by tho district’s health

ness surely our (8- 'and 7-year-
old) children will not have the
ability to verbalize. thoir
inovitable confusion, We adults
will have no way to measure the
effectiveness of this material.”

Fine line
One video, which focuses on
“stranger danger” and the sub-
joct of inappropriate touch, is
intendod for firat and second
graders, while a video for fifth
gradors features an older male
cousin physically hnlding down o
younger female cousin, with the
implication that he touched her
in & way that made her “foel
bad.” Each video is alated to be
shown in aingle classroom ses-
sions.

The program’s main goal is to
educate children ao they can
“trust his or hor gut if something
is uncomfortabls, if they are feol-
ing harassed in any way,”

advisory committeo.
Michaclson added
that nlthaugh there § jsa federal Y
for sexual } guish

Students are taught to distin-

curriculum to bo taught in public
schools, thero isn't one in place

wnlnt the girl’s fault, deapite
what “Tommy” said.
“The'wauy the older cousin was
daplcted bothered me,” Twigg
said, "1 don't want my child to bo
nfrmAd of their rolatives. I thirk

.‘]t is time again for the businesa community and
the Farmington Department of Public Safety to
mpet at 8 a.m. Friday, March 31 in the basement

aPthe Farmington library.

. ..All businesses, new and old, should attend this

potential.

meeting so that Busineas Watch works to its full

Managers or assistant managers should also

attend and bring any alarm and callback informa-

tion,

are real important to a
child's heanlth. The (abuse by)
relatives issue probably needs to
be brought up, but I thought it
‘was too prevalent in this particu-
lar '

The videos have previously
been previewed nt other schools,
with Hillside boing the only
school wheto thoy are currently
an issue, said Judy White, the

g district’a assistant superinten-
3 dent for instruction,
4 White said Coiliton can decido
14 . . g #* Meals {rchuded if the videos are in the best
H : . # Housekeeping intorest of that school'a popula-
‘N AMERICAN HOUSE s Lasrdry sorvies tion,
. s Recreational activities “That’s up to the principal,”
4 NOR mVILLE , shid Whita about whether the
A * All utlitles videos might be withdrawn at
. Seuioe Independeat & Asisted Living Residences # Schaduledtrancporation. | Hillside, *If ako docides that, at
3 X P nour her site, it's not a piscs they
: * Beauty & barber shops want to uge, that’s fine,”
<, 3 HEMEaL i s 24-hr emergency response
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How’s Your Bank Treating You?

: Come to the bank that puts people first.

. with real people to answer Jour phone calls.

. with helpful employees who are always accessible to you.
First ... with friendly people to provﬁd: yon with personal service.

Frst .. wuhwuhlhekmdofbuﬂd, Q

health currieulum, which will
debut this apring. But the fact
that the board-approved curricu-

dating parental
- 8 the Farmington district is
doing ~ about such a program,

Concerns at Hilluide were
prompted by a few parents who
last week attended-the school's
first proviow. After viewing the
videos, some said they thought o
letter about the videos was mis-
louding, that what was por-
trayed na "sexual herassmont
provention education” aztually
leanod more strongly toward
jssues such aa pedophilia and
sexuel abuso,

Other parénts aubsequontly
were telephoned about the
videos, and invited to attend
acheduled previewa to make
their own decision, .

Parent Claudia Taffe spear-
headed the fan-out calls to bring
thie issue to attention. She said it
worried her that the videvs were
vague, too graphic, and did not
“concentrate on child-to-child
reapect for one unuthar, inappro-
priate behaviar in the hellway,”
for ammp!e

"My main concern is, they're
tolling the perents it's sexual
harassment,” Taffe said, “but
these videos have to do with the
criminally sexunl things that can
happen out there.”

Taffe also wrote a latter to the
Farmington Qbscrver about the
isaue. “There is 80 much vague-

“appropriate and
inoppropriate touch,” with the
definition of private parts being
any part of the body eavored by a
bathing suit. Thoy also learn to
not be rfrald to seek the help of
other trusted adults, especially if
communication broaks down
botween students and their par-
ents about a specific incident.

Whito is confident the program
is handled in a sensitive, com-
passionate manner, with materi-
nls. introduced gradually -
phased in over several years.

*We strongly beliove in keap-
ing our kids safe,” White said.
“It's information we onght to be
providing our children. ...
There's a fine line between
Larassment and abuse.”

White anid she understands
why somo parents have concerns
over the videos, “and I respect
their points of viow. But I think
tho thing we never want to be
put in position is, as a school dis- -
trict, to bave something happen
to one of cur children and we &it
back and say, ‘Why mun‘t we

assertive|

‘School board President Priscil-
1a Broulillette said the issus is
one that needs to be handled
with care. .

“If it's not nppmpmu for kids,
then yes, we're not intereated in
using i8,” Brouillette naid. “It's a
delicate area and it has to be
haondled delicately.”

St. Mary Hospital
Marian WOmen 's C«\m

Women s 'He.al'l'lr\ Da

"Keeping' Wome_n Healthy"
Ycudumadayaw baﬂywrfﬁondl and join us on
Saturday, April 8

- 8 a.m. *'O 3'30 Pl"\n
Hollday Inn - LivonlaWast ® Six Mila and I-975

Bobble Staten, RN, MPH, CSF, Keynate
*T'm Going to be Happy When"

- Tnapiration, humon, fun -

Workshops ¢ Linch » Exhibits
Fashion Show by Casual Comar Group

i (Misey) 216, Patites: 0-18, Woman'n 18-85}

’ wbmwmmam Ragletration ee I8 $30 (835 &t the 4oor).

SEBSION 1 9:45-10:48 a.m.*
nmmnm
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SESSION I - 11:00 a.M.-12:00 p.m.

D Relax with Tai Chi

breakfast and lunch. Questions? Call 1-000-494-1817.
wmmmmmwmmm You mey sttend ONE workshop from sach soselon.
Piease incicate your first and second cholco under each seesion in order of preterence.

3 Check here for vegetarien kinch,

(] t.ooking Gooc When You're Not Feeling 80 Good

'Mv'miylhh\tu
(2 Ararasherapy and Thacspeutio Maseags
WRAP UP - 2:30-3:30 p.m.
O Whers To Rom Hees
(Evaryons aends)
oo




