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Third
high
school
18 ready

By T 8MiTH
STAY? WRITER
tsmith@oe.homecomm.not

Batting third, ready for
tho block scheduling pitch
is Harrison High School.

“It etanda all systoma
go," said Harrison Assis-
tant Principal Mary Brown
lnst week. “We'ro planning
an alternating eight block
with one SMART ond one
X-block like North.”

Harrison is scheduled to
begin block scheduling in
the 2000-2001 school year.
Variations of the block are
already in place at Farm-
ington and North Farming-
ton high schools, FHS is in
its fourth year of block
scheduling; North just
started block last fall.

The Farmington achoal
board heard updates on
the block fram FHS and
North officials at its March
14 meeting. Harrison will
have an opportunity to
update board members
about ita planned program
at the Tuesdoy, March 28

.. meeting.

SMART, which stands
for Student Mannged Aca-
demic Resource Time, is in
place at Farmington High
Schoal as an opportunity
for studenta to attend vari-
ous elective courses.

The ‘X-block,” at North,
iz an optional period for
students that enables stalf
members additional plan-
ning time. Brown said it i
not yet known whether the
former will actually be
known as ‘SMART' or
something else.

Brown said the school
went through a successful
trial run SMART-type
schedule in February end
that parent moetings are
continuing. One parent,
during the February meet-
ing, asked if technology
might be one way for stu-
dents to sign up for next
year's SMART scssions.

To gear up for next year,
23 elective courses are
slated to be added to the
program, she noted.

The high school's plan-
ning for block scheduling
hasn’t gone smoothly. In
1998, Harrison's original
concept of four-by-four
block acheduling was criti-
cized by parents because
thoy felt they were not
properly invelved in the
process. That format ulti-

" mately was scrapped.

Earlier this year, the fac-

, ulty voted to include two
SMART scssions, to the
dismay of some parents
who wanted the schedule
to feature two ‘X-blocks.’
The latter is not consid-
ered part of the actual
instructionnl day, while
SMART sessions are.

Brown said one parent
conaidered leaving the
Hurrison parent committee
in protest.

“I don't know if she did,”
Brown said.

Eventually, faculty
members held a second
vote and changed their
decision, going with single
sessions of both SMART
and the X-block.

Office going up

The Windmill Group, Inc. of

Farmington Hilla, recently
began construction of a general
office building an Northwestern
Highway, just north of 13 Mile
Road.
- Leasea are now being accepted
for occupancy in early fall, The
1.2 000 square foot office building
ia one story with outside
entrances and parking adjacent
to the building.

Stuart Michaclson and Sami
Harb arc partners in the Wind-
mill Group, Inc. which special-
izes in residential and commer-
cial construction and develop-
ment in southeast Michigan.
They are currontly building in
Farmington Hills, Oakland
Township, Van Buren Township
and city of Wayne.

. For loase information contact
the Windmill Group, Inc. at 638-
Kl

Block: Staff and students say it works

BY TRACEY BIRKENHUAER
STAYY WRITER

Block scheduling works.

That was the encouraging
nows roluyed to the Farmington
Board of Education at its Tues-
day, March 14 meeting.

“Prabably the greatest benefit
has been one that we hoped for
from tho beginning,” said John
Barrett, principal of Farmington
High School, the firat Farming-
ton school to implemont block
schoduling. *That’s been that
we'vo hod an increase in choices
and opportunities for studenta to
tako clanaes,

“We've created probably over
10 now clasaocs in varjous parts
nince the start of block.”

Block acheduting differs from
the traditionnl model. Block stu-
donts hove o standard schedule
on Monday, going to all their
clasacs for about 556 minutes.
Tho other four days of the week,
clanacs lant 84 minutes. Stu-

dents attend half of their clasacs
on Tuesday and Thursday and
tho other half on Wednesday and
Friday. They also have the
opportunity to taku seven classes
instead of six.

“They call it a double block so
you can get into more in-depth
topica,” said Barbara Cherem,
director of evaluation, assess-
ment and teating for F

B ‘They call it a double
block so you can get
Into more In-dopth top-
ics. Students don’t
have all the startings
and stoppings.’

Barbara Cherem

Eval director

Public Schoola. ! don't
have all the startings and stop-
pinga. They're not wasting time
out in the hall between classes.”

Studonts do get breaks, at
théir teachers’ discretion.

The assessment team, includ-
ing Cherem, tracked changes
over the lnst three years using
teacher, student and parent sur-
veys, focus group interviews and
analyses of decuments such as
course schedules and achieve-
ment data. They presented this
data to the board Tuesday
evening.

According to the rescarch pre-
sented by Cherem, more than 70
percent of students report the
current schedule allows them to
take all the clasacs they want,
while less thon half report feel-
ing they're required to take too
many subjects.

Barrett told the board that
FHS students have a lot more
time for science labs and experi-
ments, There is more time for in-
depth discussions. And more stu-

dents are taking ndvanced-place-
ment classes.

Farmington High School first
implemented the scheduling
changes in the 1996-97 school
year, While feedback is positive,
administrators admit there are
atill issucs to resclve. They are
most concerned about students
not getting daily repetition in
math, foreign language and
music.

Students and teachers told the
board they are adapting success-
fully.

'Overall 1 really like it,” said
Abbey Cul]un o Farmington
High School senior. I really
enjoy block scheduling, but it ia
harder on the days we don't
meet.”

Te compencate, she said atu-
dents take full advantage of
atudy holl time and form study

groups.
“If the whole district were on
our schedule, it would be easier

for us to learn,” Cullen said.

The district is moving in that
dircction. North Farmington
High School implemented block
this year and Harrison High
School will begin the program
next year.

In a prepared presentatiqp,
North Farmington High Schapl
Principal Rick Jones said the
implementation process 't
been easy, but it's been

*“There’s more time for
on activity,” Jones said.
ers can caver material with more
depih. Students and staff repart
2 more relaxed and bumane, and
yet productive, school day.”

Schaol board members lqd
sdministrators praised every-
one's efforts. .

“A year from now, I'm sure
well hear an equally enthusins-
tic review from Harrison,” said
school district Supenn!cndenl
Bob Maxfield.

Asignof 'g%d things

for the F

Hills area.

Detrolt Edison crews are ahout to
start work in your neighborhood.

We hope this is a welcome sign. Because we know .
there have been problems in your area. That's why
we're here. We have identified those problems, and
we're sending a special workforce to fix them. So

when you see us trimming trees, repairing electrical
equipment and working in your neighborhood, wave
hetlo. Remember, we're doing everything in our

power to give you all the energy you'll ever need.

Detrolt Edison

A BTE Energy Company

www dotronsdison com
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