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experienco,” she said, “I really
enjoyed the campaign, but it was
a full-time-plus undertaking.”
After leaving the magistrate
bench overy day, Parker would
heand out into the community.
Bhe walked after work and on
the weekends, 10 a.m.'until dark
both Baturday and Bunday.
“That was one of the best parta
of the campaign,” she said. "Peo-
ple wero very friondly. You got to
hear people's concerns, and they
had some real good questions.”
What got her moving - and
keeps her going ~ has been tho
iden that she could make a dif-
ference in people's lives in a big-
ger way and in her community.
She saw things in the syatem ay
an attorney thut she felt she
could improve and make more

efficient.

Parker said she entered the
legal profession becausc of an
interest she discovered in a cou-
ple of college law classes. Even
before that, though, she realized
tho law fit in with & Jot of the
things that moant a lot in her
life, like the intellectual chal-
lenge and the ability to help oth-
ora.

“And you get & laugh every
now and then,” she added.

Moving on to the bench simply
broadened those horizons for
Parksr. While she has since
shied away from politica, as
judges must, she has served with
e varioty of professional and
community groups, such as the
Comminsion on Children, Youth
and Families and the Hills Y2K
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B ‘Your role Is to serve
the community.’

Marla Parker
—47th District Court judge

committee,

Bho weos her work as more
than just mediating disputes and
issuing criminal penalties,

“You always have to recognize
your role is  serve the commu-
nity,” Parker explained, adding
she tries to educate people, espo-
cially children, about the law
and the judicial syatem. *I think
the more people know about the
legal system, the more they
respect it.”

Having lived in the communi-
ty just five years, Dudley
watched as Farmington Hilly
stood poised on the crest of city-
hood. The decisions that had to
be made would be overseen by a
charter commission, and she
wanted to be a member,

“It was 5 big issue, a really big
issue, and 1 didn't want to leave
it to sameone elso to decido what
kind of city we were going to be,”
she gaid.

Back ther, Dudley said, cam-
paigning waen't what it ie todny.
For one thing, it wasn't quite as
expensive. It didn't take $1 mil-
lion to run for cffice, she said,

and most of thy campaigning
involved personal contact,

*Coffees were very popular
back then, ac we did & lot of
those,” ahe said.

Changing tactics

After a throe-year absence,
Dudley returned to Farmington
Hilla and decided to run for
office again; this time, because
she didn't jike what she saw
going on in local government. By
that time, coffees had become
paesd, vo she used mailings,
debates and other venues to
push her campaign forward,
with one exception.
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*I nover did signs,” she said.
“What do they tell you sbout the
candidate? They're a blight.”

Unquestionably outspoken

A few of our homes wero
coverod with hundreds of
black and rod beetles dur-
ing the extreme warm spell
a couple of weeks ago. A
friend informed me that
these boetles are boxelder
bugs, Can they harm my
house?

No. These insccts, which your
neighbor described correctly ny
the Eastern Boxelder bug, will
not harm your house. Jf you've
never scen the swarme of the

Boxelder beetles won’t
do harm to your house

females of this beetle before,
you may think you are witness-
ing a scienco fiction movie in
he ?

Your house ls just being used
as an over-wintering area by
tho fomale of the species. A
hole, erack or crevice in your
home or garage makes o great
spot to sleep away the winter.
These critters are harmless to
humans and when the warm
days of apring return, they will
leave your liomo to fly away to
ronew their life cyclo once
again.

I've heard of 8 fow instances
where homeownors immediate-
ly run out, purchase insecti-
cides and spray their eatire
housc. Deor readers, we are
poisoning ourselves as well as
ol of nature with these danger-
ous, unnecessary chemicals.

Plesse dop't do thie. Instead,
caulk any and all eatry points,
especially with an older homs.
This should proveot most
insects from entering. Man,
pecple alao experience th
same thing with ladybugs. .
The boxelder bug lives in gaps
dons, forests and deciduoud
woods. They feed on the lc
juices of the boxelder,
and some fruit trees. What
all have to learn is to be
tolerant of the other speciss
share this planet with, We livg
inside our home; most o
varieties of nature ars con
w live outaide. They have §
five somewhere, 8o let's learn {§
share this world together. .-

Joe Derek io the city naturale
it for Farmington Hilla. Leav
himn ¢ meswage at 4783-9574.

Dudley found politics absolutely
different for her than it seemed
for men. While she found success
und enjoyod her timo in city gov-
ernment, she also found some
rondblocks because of her will-
ingness to tell people exactly
what she thought and felt.

*Men can bo assertive. Women
deing or saying the same are
thought to be aggresaive,” she
said. *I'm sure it annoyed a lot of
people that I said what was on
my mind.”

Council mectings and work
segsions take up many houra,
cupecially when officials are in

dream for Cliverio. She got
started by working as part of
clse's i

the midst of a controversial deci-
sion. But the job involves fur
more thun attending a meeting
now and again,

Recently, Oliverio traveled to
Washington, D. C., to attend the
National Lengue of Cities con-
vention, Becuuse of her family
commitments, she woid, it was
the firat time she has been any-
where in throe years,

Pick and choose

“I have to kind of pick and
choose,” ehe asid of the cvents
ehe attonds.

Politice wasn't a lifelong

“My ex-husband ran a couple
of times for council, and I helped
him,” she said. *I worked on
(Circuit Court Judge) Jack
McDonald's campaign {for dis-
trict court judge), and thot's
what got me invelved in poli-
tics.”

But the iden of actually serv-
ing a term of office didn't snppeal
to her - until she attended her
first city council meeting.

“I was just kind of awed by it,”
sha naid. “And 1 wanted to be
part of it.”

After being vncouraged by
friends and family to run for

office, Oliverio finnlly tonk the
plunge and was clected to her
first term six ycars aygo. While
she loved going door-to-door und
talking with residents, not all of
the campaign process uppesled
to her,

“The toughest part for me was
the debates,” she suid. “I nm not
a public epeaker, so that was the
bardest.”

Getting out and meeting peo-
ple proved to be an important
part of her campaign and a real
help as she began working with
citizens.

“You've got to find out from
people what the issues sre,” she
said.

Seminar set for caretakers of aged

Those caring for un aging par-
ent, friend, relative or spouse
cun uttend a free Sunday presen-
tation “Who Will Care For My
Relative When I Can't?” planned
April 2 from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

The talk is co-sponeored by
North Congregational Church in
conjunction with Botsford Gener-
al Hospita} and will be held at

the church, 36520 12 Mile Rood
in Farmington Hills,

Mollie Evans, RN, director of
nursing ot Botsford Centinuing
Health Center, will describw the
continuum of possibilities includ-
ing home care, ndult day cure,
psychiatric day care, senior
apartments, assisted Jiving resi
dences and skilled nursing facili-

ties. You will learn about the rel-
ative costs, reimbursement pos-
sibilities and medical indications
for vach type of care. She will
also offer sugyestions for evalu-
uting facilities and ways to begin
discussing care options with rel-
atives.
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Redeflining

Experience the pleasure of in

Take comMFOrt in this elegant community that
offers the ultimate in Independent living. Choose from
one of two-bedroom fuxury apartments with kitchens
and patios or balconies. Enjoy our fitness center, hair
salon, actlvities, transportation 2nd more. We offer every-
thing you need to live in style with extras such as pre-
pared meals, housekeeping and laundry. Just minutes
away (rom shopping, dining, golf and other pleasures. Call
today for more information about our exciting new com-
munity or visit our website at www.waltonwood.com.

____M'__
WALTONWGDD

Retirement

&

o the aged.

dependent living
Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks

Visit our new center at:
27475 Huron Clicle
(248) 735-1500

adjacent to Twelve Ooks Mall

Waltonwood communitles offer
the finest In independent living
and assisted living. Call today
for a personal tous:

Rochestar Hills (248) 375-2500
3250 Walton Blvd.

Royal Oak (248) 549-6400

3450 W.Thirteen Mile Rd.
Canton (734) 844-3060

2000 N.Canton Center Rd.
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Paintings on exhibit

Exhibltor: Leon
Schoichit, a long-
time member of the
Farmington Artists .
Club and a Farm- .
ington Hills resi-
dent, will show
about 30 of his
watercolors at the
annual art exhibit
and sale at the Livo-
nia Civic Center -
Library, 32777 Five
Mile Road, April 8-
9. Admission is free,
The artist is shown
here with two of his
recent works: "Hous-
es” and “Sailboats.”
The Farmington
Artists Club will
meet next on
Wednesday, April
12, at the Farming-
ton library on 12
Mile Road at 7 p.m.
Bulthazar Korab, a
hotographer o
zrchigectgrz, wtl;l be
the guest speaher.
All are welcome.
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= Big Rates
= Great Terms

Unbeatable long-term.
Unmatched short-term.
Either way you win.
Detuils ut uny office,

t:-E: FIRST FEDERAL
OF

MICHIGAN

Ask 1 o oan o 8~
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www lfom.com

Heanch offleca througbout metro
I

Extonded hours woskdays a1 hA servce Saturdays il muost ranches.

hesaning, Ukrmos a2d Arotwoad.

plitan Detruit, (aego, Kelamatco, (tmomn, Duraad.

roway

$2,000 Muwnom 1o open and VDL Bie Anniual Porcentage Viekd (APY} (nlansst congounde and paxi sems-annvaly APY assumes ol
rorally My te Kposnd $o sarty wetxkawal Fase may taduce sameige For the wo-*

oo 0phon. Bank may call 019 CD afler Uhe sl 2 MoMNs AVF very Gix Murtie Treraanie: 4 oondtone.

ORtion. Bank may Call e CE) afler tha teel yoar arxd every six montis thoreahor 4 acommc Condtons hctite APYS sitectva Fabruary 9, 2000

intermat fernane 1N depoed 1o 1@ hul leiin

Otate For the fwe-year .
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’I' Furniture Guysl

Joe LBrario and B4

from The Ledmning Channel
advice and d

offer expert home

HUNDREDS OF EXMIBITS...
PLUs:

® A wapletely furnished 2.050 square foot
contemporary ranch home @ Green Thumb




