The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2000

(Fe3

Win streak ends, but Whalers recovernicely

This has to rate as one of the
best weokends of the aeason for
the Plymouth Whalers,

Yes, their win streak was
annppad at 17 on Friday night
when thoy let a 3-0 lead get
away in a 6-3 loen at Guelph, It
was an exporience the Whalers
hadn’t gulfered since Jan. 29,

An emotional downturn was
cortainly possible, particularly
aince thoy had games on Satur-
day and Sunday, too, and
against oppononts with bottar
records than Guelph.

But the Whalers rebounded
admirably, taking command
agninst the Windsor Spitfires
Saturday in a 6-1 victory at
Compuware Arena and then fol-
lowing it with a hard-fought,
come-fram-behind 3-2 triumph
at Sarnia Sunday.

The two Whaler wins clinched
their second-straight Ontario
Hockey League regular-season
title. Plymouth impraved to 46-
18-4 (95 points), four more than
both the Barrie Colta (who have
one game remaining) and the
Ottawa 678 {(who have finished

their season).

The Bpitfires, who started the
season 30 woll, were no match
for the Whalers Saturday. Fol-
lowing a scoreless first period,
Plymouth scored three times in
asecond, with Justin
Williams, Stephen Weias and
Tomas Kurka getting goals.
Williams’ marker was short-
handed, while Kurka scored on
the power play.

Kurka’s second power-play
goal of the gamo at the 7:51
mark of the final period put Ply-
mouth ahead 4-0. Windsor
ruined Rob Zepp'a shutout when
Frank Sinacori scored with 2:43
remaining. Steven Morria got the
Whalers’ final marker with 41
seconds left.

Weiss and Shaun Fisher each
had two assists in the game and
Kurka had one. Zepp stopped 20
shota while his Windsor counter-
part, Ryan Anchaber, had 38
saves.

Windsor was 34-31-2 through
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Sunday.

Sunday’s game at Sarnia was
a bigger test for the Whalers.
The Sting had been playing well
coming into the weekend, and it
waa Plymouth's third game in as
many days.

Sarnia struck firat, getting two
power-play goals in the first
period from Alexander Buturlin
and Maxim Rybin. They were
sandwiched around a power-play
marker by the Whalers’ Williams
(his team-leading 37th of the
season), with assists by Damian
Surma and Fisher.

‘The Sting’s 2-1 lead stood until
the final period. With 6:57
elapsed, Surma knotted it at 2-
all with his 34th goal of the ycar;
Williams assis

Fisher then got the game-win-
ner, & power-play goal with 6:11
left in the game. It was the 17th
goal of the season for Plymouth’s
top defenseman.

Zepp hod 33 saves in pushing
his recurd for the season to 36-

defenaeman, was one.

“Last year,” DeBoer explained,
“we had o group of superatar
players, then Lhingu drapped off
a bit. This year we're more bal-
anced

“I think (Fisher) got overshad-
owed last year by those guys.
Now he's kind of stepped into his
own.

“A lot of guys had to step up,
and they did.”

Fisher was obscured by Mara
and Nikos Tselios, two of the
OHL's best defensemen, last sea-
son, He isn’t anymore; Fisher
haos 17 gonls and 49 nesista (68
points) in 69 games, with a plus-
38 rating. He has become one of
the most productive defensemen
in tho OHL,

But others have filled the void
crented by the loss of so many
etars, Justin Williams leads the
Whalers in scoring with 37 goals
and 46 assists (83 points); next
best is Damian Surma with 34
goals and 44 nssists (78 pointa).

The rookies who have mode
the biggest impact are Stephen
‘Weiss, the Whalers' first-round
pick in '99, with 24 goals and 41
agsista (65 points); Tomas
Kurka, who has 36 goals and 28
nssists {64 points); and Steven
Morris, with 13 goals and 18
assists (31 pointa).

The Whalers don’t acore as
many goals ae last season, but
the defense, led by Fisher and
goalie Zepp, has helped over-
come that. For the second-
straight year Plymouth will lend
the OHL in goals surrendercd
(187, with onc game left); Zepp,
through last weekend, was 36-
113 in goal with a .903 save per-
centage and a 2,38 goals-against
average, with three shutouta.

“We don't ecore as many goals
as last yeor, so we've had to rely
on our defense,” said DoBoer.

It's all very nice, sure. DeBoer
admits it, but he knows there’s
another atep to take, cspecially
after last year's disappointment.

“We're hoping the playoifs are
more pmduc:ivu," said DeBoer,
“One thing we've learned is that
the regular season doesn’t mean
very much. Last year taught us
that.”

It also taught DeBoer not to
focus too heavily on what the
opponent does. Anyway, going
into Friday's final regular-season
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games, the Whalers could be fac-
ing Kitchener, Brampton or
Guelph on Saturday.

“They'ro all tough teams,” said
DeBoer. “Any of the three will be
a difficult opponent. In the first
round, we're going to concentrate
on what we're going to do and
just stick to the formula that got

“It's ;enlly impossible to pro-

pare for three teams anyway.”

That 17-game win streak
showed DeBoer that, if the
Whalers “play our gome and not
do anything differently, we'll do
ail right.”

That's the plan, at any rate.
But if any team has gone well
beyond the plan sct for it ot the
beginning of the season, it's the
Whalers.

11-3. Grog Hewitt made 26 stops
for the Bting.

‘The Whalers final regular-sea-
son game is at London Friday.
‘They open the OHL playoffs as
the No. 1 seed, at home Satur-
day, againat either Guelph,
Brampton or Kitchener,

Ambassador {s top goalie

Craig Kowalski of the Com-
puware Ambossadors was
named the North American
Hockoy League's goalie of the
week for the sccond time this
season. Kowalski, who renks
third in the league in goals-
against average (2.44), allowed
four goals in two games while
making 66 saves, a .942 save

percentage,

The Ambaseadors maintained
their hold on first place in the
NAHL's East Division, beating
the Gund Rapids Rocketa 3-1
Fri mpuware.
made 35 stops in the victory,
with Bteve Swistak, Andy
Groene and Mark Nerrington
scoring goals,

On Sunday, the Sco Kewadin
Casino Indians got three first-
penod goals and hung on to beat

3-2 at Comp
Bu Cheesman scored twice for
the Indians, who moved to with-
in six points of the division lead-
ers. The Ambassadors got goals
from Ryan Connelly and Mark
Cannon.

W The two Whaler wins -
clinched thelr second

Plymouth “
Improved to 45-18-4 (94:
points), four more than
both the Barrle Colls .
(who have one gamo =~
remaining) and the
Ottawa 67s (who havo
finished thelr season).

“Dual Parts John Grisham & John Feinstein”

Unwritten Ln the annala of the sporting world Is the story of 3 man
with unlimitad potentlal who was denled hln rightful place In the
lore of golf. His story remalned & mystary for so many years, yet

It wasn't a mystary at all...

Pope, Miami ferald
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“If you have ever played just one round of £olf, and appeeciate clear, spare
writing with a touch of To Kill & Afockingbird, you will Iave this bovk.”
—Edwin
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Get these great offers on Chevy™ Trudks.

2000 Silverado® 1/2°Ton
3-Door Extended Cab 4WD 2000 Blazer* 4-Door 4WD

2000 Venture*

1o 1,578

*2,000/€ash Badc
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3.9%+ Financing'
Up o 36 n?nds"flrl,%gs
. B 4 oot Moda

months at $20.48 per month

Bankrate.com;- a division of llll.com. Inc.,
select countles n IL, IN,

an amouni to

or lease as low as

/MONTH

36-Month Lease

52,049 g)ue at
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See Your Local Chevrolet* Dealer Today!

N Palm Baa

datermined at lease

for maintanance, repair oxcess wear, If Isase terminatea
avallable with customer cash offers. ©2000 GM Corp. Buckle up,

h, FL 33408.
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financial tion may affect eonsumar cos! ot aval omer cash
. pa vary. Blazer {mmanls are for 2000 Chevrolet Blazer 4-Door
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Up to 60 months. That's
a savings of over *4,800.

*For Cash taka retail delivery from icipating dealer stock by 7/10/00. Not available with GMAC finance or lease offers. tSilverado example: 36

non e oa ope"m I000 financed. mwar:;"’:x:‘;uph 80 monlrtgal sm%ampﬁ mon(r; pearg“lko&g fr'\z\nc:d Orz‘xhd‘ Iptand 1
iverado APR on Venture la a Bankrate.com national average loan rate. e or and National Index are marks

O oS! o e o of finance contract is limited. GMAC must approve. Avaitable only to residents of Mi,

and wv You must tnk(:. mbl:ﬂ.ddolhcw from pamc-patnrlig doaior stock by 4/3/00. Dealer

yment, Savmgs comparo
owned b

s own price, Your

|
on survey. Each p pay- |
4WD with MSRP of ng’ 570; 38 monthly payments total 510 764. Option to purchase at |
signing. GMAC must approve lease. Available only to residents of Mi, MN, W1 and select counties in IL, IN, 1A, it
KY, MO, NE, NY, ND, OH, PA. SD and WV. You must take mail delivery from participating dealer stock by 4/3/00. age charge of $.20/mile over 38, 000G mites. .

and , lessee is liable for all unpaid monthly payments. Payments may be mgher in some .
erical 1-800-950-2438 or www.chevrolet.com .




