The Obseruver & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2000

Devin Hopper
Farmington Hamrison

A fast splash

Erlo
Hmmw

Brad Buctder
Livonia Stevenson

Observer swimmers rank with state’s best

8Y C.J. RIBAK
BPOETS EDITOR
cirisak@oc.homecomm.not

Some things just don’t change:
spring weather, the excellence of
Detroit PSL basketbail teams,
and Plymouth Salem's domi-
nance over the Western Lokes
Activitics Aagocintion in boys
awimming.

The Rocks weon their eighth-
straight championship, and they
did it with a lot of good young
swimmers — which hardly
brightens the future for the rest
of the WLAA.

But that doean't mean the reat
of the league, or Qbserverland, is
lacking in talent.

Livonin Stevenson’s Joe
Bublitz placed in the top five in
two cvents at state meet, North
Farmington's Brandon DiGia
won bath the 100-yard and 200-
yard freestyle at the WLAA
finals, and the Raiders’ Adam
Farber won the 100 breaststroke
at the WLAA meet and placed
third in the event at state.

That'’s just soine of what the
area had to offer. For more, read
on.

FIRSY TEAM

Oavin Hopper, 200 fres, Famington
Harrison: Hopper made the all-acea team
o second time aftes posting one of
Observerland’s best times in the 200
freo, Ho was second In the WLAA meet,
during which he swam a career best of
1:48.83 in that event.

Hoppar qualified for state in three
ovents: the 200 free. backstroke and
200 free relay. He finshed 14th In the
backstroke, breaking his own schaol
record with a time of 55.49.

Ho previously swam tor Farmington
High before that team merged wilh Hor-
rison High. He wos a team MVP and
high-point award winner the last two
years.

“Devin has been a tremendaus assct
10 our swim team in the (ast four years
and, as o coptain this wear, hos made o
codicated effort in leoding this few con-
soil¢ated team,” coach Ross Bandy
sald. "Ho will truly be missed by his
teammates.”

Eric Lynn, 200 IM, Ply. Salem: Lynn
was 8 major reason the Rocks recap-
tured the WLAA championship. At the
WLAA finats, ths sophomore finished
second In both the 200 individus! med-
fey {2:01.87) and the 100 backsiroke
(55.33}

At the state finals he piaced 16th ln
both the 200 IM (1:59.67) and 100
back {55.67}. He also swom on Salem’s
200 medioy and 400 freestyle reloy
teams,

“Erlc really stepped up this year,”
said hig coach, Chuck Oison, *He made
8 big Imprassion on the WLAA as well a3
the entico stote.”

With onother two years of high school
swimming shead of him, the future
looks bright.

Brad Buchler, BO free, Liv. Stevenson:
The senlor, who hod his senior seoson
cut short because of knee Surgery, won
the WLAA Litie in the 50 freastyle
(22.42). The Spartans’ tosm caplain
wos elso a member of the second-place
400 freestyle retny ond took second in
the individual 100 “reestyle (49.8) ond
200 medicy relay squad.

“Btad is ono of the most competitive
ethistes | hove coached,” sald his ¢ad
and coach Doug Buckler of the four-year
Jetter winacr, “Ho dlways stepped up In
big meets and wos our loader when it
coma to firing up our tesm, Ho Js what
alt teams need when (1 comes to blg
meets. Ho will be missed and hotd to
replace.”

Chels Totten, diving, Garden City: Tot-
180 pioved to bo the area’s 10p diver
ond one of the best In the state. The
senior qualified tor the state meet in his
tour seasons in Garden City. finishing
15th both 1hig year ond 1998,

Totten was also tops in the Michigan
Mega Conference too — winning Blue
Division Utios his first two seasons and
White Divisirn titles his )8st two, At the
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Wayne Invitational thig year, his score
of 474.00 was the highest-recorded
score In any division of the Mega.

“Everywhere he went, he clther set
records of broke his own records,”
Cougars cooch Don Swaet 8aid. *I1 hop-
pened ot Trenton, Redford Union, Weyno
and Taylor Truman In the (Mega White)
meet.”

Joe Bubiitz, 200 fiy, Liv, Stevenson:
The area’s most accomplished swimmer
was {isted among the top 10 In every
Individun) event with tho exception of
dlving. He finished third In tho state
ineet n the 200 114 {1:52.07) snd fith
n the 100 dutterly (52.12).

The Junior 0iso coptured WLAA titles
in the 200 (M, 100 boackstioke and 400
freestyle reloy, along with @ second in
the 200 mediey reloy. He also won the
MISCA meet in the 200 IM and helped
the Spartans score (n the 200 mediey
relay at the state meet.

The four-time WLAA champ holds
school records In the 200 IM and 100
backstroke. His time (n the 200 IM qual-
ifles him for Al-America status.

*Jos Ia the bast swimmer in the area
by far,” Buckler said, “He Is very coach-
able and his desire to win Is remarkablo.

“He has been a coach’s droam 10 be
around. Ha's 8 leader and | wiil siways
remembaer Joo a8 one of the best swim-
mers | have every coach.

“He will be & state champion aext
year and | look forward to watching him
do it

Brandon Diils, 200 free, N. Faming-
ton: DIGIa was a doubla winner in the
WLAA meet, finishing first In the 200
and 100 freesiyle ovents. He made
state cuts in both and swom his srea
best tinwe of 48.18 In the tatter. DiGia
was 8 second-team, all-acen selection
last yeor,

Brian Mertsns, 500 free, Ply. Salom:
liness slowed but couidn’t stop
Mertens, 8 funior, fram making 0 major
contribution for Salem this season. He
scored points in bath tho 500 free and
200 free 81 the WLAA finals, placing
tourth in the fotmer (5:01.42) and
eighth In the latter (1:53.81),

A state quatifier In the 500 free,
Mertens ended up 20th in 4:59.92. His
best time of the season was 4:57.12.

"Brian has been o resl leadar in prac:
tice, with a grest wotk ethic.” soid
Olson, Salem's coach, adding Merens
carrles o 3.3 grade-point average.

Jim Gubrlel, backstroke, N. Familng-
ton: Gabriel wos & state qualifier In the
backsiroke 8nd had ona of the orea’s
best times at 55.47. He swam that in
the WLAA meet, fimishing third behind
Stevenson's Bublitz snd Salem’s Lynn
— tha only arva swimmers to go faster
than Gabriel, who also had one of the
fastost times in the 100 freostylo
{49.96).

Adam Farber, breaststroke, N. Farm-

Ington: Forber was cleasly the top
brepststeoker In Observeriand, winning
1hat event in the WLAA meet and finish-
ing third in the state.

His final swim in the Class A champl-
onships was his best; he went 59,40
Bnd sat a school record. Farber was the
only asen swimmer to bresk one minute
in that event. He piso won the Onkland
County title in the breaststroke.

Farber made 8 state cut In tho butter-
fly, too, and ranked third in the orea
with 0 54.15 time. He ia a fepent, st
team selection in the bregststroke.

SECOND TEAM

Justin Ketterer, 200 freo, Liv. Steven-
son: The lunior finished fourth In the
WELAA in the 200 treestyle (1:50.82)
and took @ third in the 500 freestyle
(5:01.05). He also hetped Stevenson
win the 400 freestyle relay ot the
league meet ond swam at the state
mect in both the 200- and 400 freestyle
relays.

*“Justin Just keeps on improving every
yoor.” Buckler sald. “He's a very hard
worker and a very good leader. | know
his senlor year wiil be very good and 1
fook for him to score at the stote meet
next yeas,

“I enjoyad coaching Justin 8 lot and
fook farward to his swimming noxt
yeee.”

Mike Nemer, 200 IM, Liv. Stevenson:
Also a Junlor, Nemer took fourlh in the
league meet with e state quuiifying time
of 2:03.85. He nlso placed second In
the same WLAA meet in the 100 braast.
stroke (1:02.42) and was o membdor of
the 200 mediey relay team which took
10th in tho state meet.

“Mike con ond does da it all,” Buck-
ler sald, “He is a very complete swim-
mer and witl score al the state meet
next year.

“His waork ethic is great and his
improvement has been fontastic. We ait
know he will be fun to watch nexi year,
A true leader.”

Asron Shelton, 50 free, Ply. Satem:
Shelton. a junior, was @ contributor in a
vaoriety of events for the Rocks. At the
WLAA meot, he swam the 100 back.
stroke and placed sixth (58.54) ond 1he
200 IM, finishing soventh (2:06.43}. His
season’s bost time in the 50 free was
22.23, tastest in Obsorveriand,

At state meet, Shelton swam in the
200 sno 400 free relays. acoring on the
200 free reloy.

“Aaron’s versatility has made him
extremely important 1o the success of
Piymouth Salem 1he past threo yaars.”
sald Olson. "He's a great teammato
with encouragement for everyone.”

Greg Braziunas, diving, Rediord CC: A
team coptain, this senior posted a seoa-
son-best toral of 260,80 points 1n a
dunl-meet win over Warcen DelaSalle
{six dives}, He qualified for the stste

mest and placed 151h,

Bradunas holds the CC record for 11
dives. It was the thirosteaight yoar ho
qualified for the stste meet.

*Greg has provided Inspirational lead-
orship for the whale team and given the
team 8 lift with his diving.” said Sham-
rock conch Joff Baket,

Brett Maconis, 100 fly, Redford CC:
This sophomore eccounted for the single
point reglstared by the Shamrocks at
the stete meet, finishing 12th In the
100 butterfly in $3.56 — his best time
of the season. He aiso swam on CC's
200 medioy and 200 free statoqualify-
ing retays.

“Brett swam well all yoor In his best
eveat,” said Baker, “We expect gront
performances from him In the future.”

Miks Johnson, 100 free, Ply. Selem:
Johnson was one of Salem's top scores
8t tho WLAA meet, placing second In
the 50 free (22.71) onxi third In the 100
free {50.00). He also swam on the 200
mecley and 200 free retioy teoms.

A sophomora, Johnson just missed
scodng ot state meet In the 50, placing
13th In 22,40 ~ his best time of the
season. He also swam on all three
Salem relays. His best time In the 100
for 1he sepson was 48.77,

“Mike has had another outstanding
season ond continuss 0s one of the
area’s best freastylers,” soid Olson.
Johnson also carrias 0 3.7 GPA.

Bun Dilslo, 60O trae, Ply. Salem:
Ozialo is part of what appears 10 be o
very promising future for Salem swir-
ming, A freshmen, he was the Rocks
only first-place finizher o1 the WLAA
finals, winning tha 100 butterfly in
55,13. He aiso placed second in the
500 freo in 4:59.21,

Al state meet, Czialo piaced 24th in
the 200 fy in 54.85. He also swam on
Solem’s 200 modiey relay team end 400
fres relay team at state.

“Ben had on outstanding freshman
yonr,” said Olson, noting thot Dziplo was
Solem's leoding polnt scarer and the
thira-leading point-scorer al the WIAA
finals. “He trains as hard as he com-
petes.” He olso has a 3.8 GPA.

Brad Nilsos, 100 back, Ply. Canton:
Nilson reached the state meet in the
100 back. quallfying with & varsity
recorg of 55.89. At state, he placed
20thin 56.07.

A sophomoro, Nilson was versatile.
He placed sixth n both the 200 (M
{2:07.45) and the 100 tres ($1.39) ot
tha WLAA moet.

“Working with Brad has been o pleo-
sure,” s3ld Canton coach Ed Webor.
“He's o hard worker and & team leader.
've been real proud of how well he's
done his sophomore yoar, tut I'm more
excited about the 3cas0n to come.”

Chria LaFond, 100 breaststroks, Red-
ford CC: A senior, LaFond hed e soltd
performance st the stete finals, placing
20th in 1:02.01. Another of his fondest
memories of his senior season Is his
swim In the 100 breost 1n-a gual meet
agoinst Livonin Stevenson. His come-
from-bohind victory assured CC's 104-
82 victory.

“Chris hos been an excellent compet)-
toe and laacer.” saic Baker,

200 mediey, N, Fsrmington: Jim
Gabsiel, Jon 2ald, Agam Farder snd
Chrla Clayson won the WLAA chamoi
onship 8ad had tha wea's fastost time
at 1:38.68, which was o state cut.
Gabrie) and Farber wors members of
North's second-team, sil-ares mediey
relay tast yer.

200 franstyle, By, @2 Junior
Aeron Sheiton, sophomore Mike John-
son, and sentors (and team captains)
Mark Witthotf and Dan Jones placed
socond at the WLAA conforence finals in
1:30.08, then went 1:28.75 in hinishing
10th at the state finals.

“The heestyle sphnters made a state-
ment of what 1eamwork 13 aboul. and
they had a couple of great swims at
state meet,” said Dison.

Pty. Salem: Mika John-
son, Mark Wittho!t, Ben Dzialo and Eric

200 medley

relay:

(clockwise

from bot- -
tom) North
Farming-
ton’s Jon
Zald, Jim
Gabriel,
Adam Far-
ber and
Chris
Clayson.

(clockwise =

and Mark -
Witthoff

400 free relay
team:
(clockwise from
bottom) Salem's
Eric Lynn, Mike
Johnson and
Mark Witthoff
(Ben Dzialo not
pictured).

200 mcdicy
rolay: N
(clockwise.
from bot-
tom) :
Stevenson’s
randon
Truscott, *
Mike
Nemer,
Brad Buck-
ler and Jor
Bublitz. :

200 free
relay team:
(clockwise
from bottom)
North Farm-
ington's Jon
Zald, Bran-
don DiGia,
Chris
Clayson and
Adam Far-

ber:

400 free

relay team.
(clockwise .
from bot- *
tom) Steven-
son'’s Jusli)i

VanTiem
and Joe
Bublitz.




