The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2000

.

On “The Go’: Detroit 5-piece feady

—oLp Harlow

" . bounces up to.
tho table in a
hurried fashion
. and catches mo
.off guard, it's
Jjust aler 4 p.m.
and the Royal
Oak restaurant
is still quiet,
only the monao-
tone sound of
CNN huma

belind me. Harlow — chestnut-
haired singor of the Dotroit-
based five-picce, The Go - sheep-
ishly admits he woke up around
3 p.m. and rushed to meet me for
hia firgt-ever in-person intor-
view. Suroly it’s the first of many
for Tho Go, a band that has
quickly risen high above

Detroit’a rock underground.

The name auita them well.
Harlow and bendmates John
Krautner and Dion Fischer (gui-
tars), Marc Fellis (drums) and
Steve Noire (bass) mede the fost
track to the Jocal music scene.
Playing their first official gig at
the Magic Stick in Detroit - a
dream for most local musicians -
The Go got off to an envious
start. In just more thon two
years, the band cstablished a
reputation for its “must-sce” live
performances, recorded one
demo, signed with Seattle’s Sub
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N ‘Wa'rs «il a buiich of space bandits doing our

owni thing.’

Bobby Harlow
The Go

Pop Records, and released o
debut CD. Now on tour with
label-mates Nebula and Zon
Guerilla, The Go is balancing a
national tour and work cn a sec-
ond album, There's no atopping
in sight.

Going, going...

In 1999, “Whatche Doin” pro-
pelled The Go's music past live
shows. “The first record was true
Detroit rock 'n’ 1o0ll. That was on
purpope,” said Harlow. “'Suzy
Dan't Leave' and ‘Get You Off" is
real Detroit rock "n’ roll.”

Now working on a follow-up,
Harlow snid it's become more
“like o concept record, without
really going for a concept
record.” For someone with strong
jazz influences, there’s no telling
where the band's music is going.
“With the second record 1 think
peaple will still be able to recog-
nize we're ali a bunch of space
bandits doing our own thing.”

‘Those arc our space bandits,
und they're proud of their home-
town. “I think we'ro just ronlly

ruw,” said Harlow. “It's 8 part of
overything coming from Detroit.”

Int the water

Be it rock, rap, hip-hop or
blues, Detroit music shares a
universal quality. It's just not
clear what ties everything
together. “It'n somcthing that got
into the water, a sort of style
that I'm really proud of.” sug-
gests Harlow.

Proud to he part of this rock
subculture, The Go is taking the
city back in time. Reforences to
Iggy Pop and the Stooges and
the MCS abound when The Go is
onstage. And that doesn'’t really
bother them. “The (MC) 6 mado
great music,

“We have good things in our
music. That's why we sound the
way we sound. We know about
R&B. It's in our blood.”
Addictive

The Go, with its abrasive,
€r hi guitars, i i 1,
muddy vocals and attituds to
spare, is rendy to get back on the

road, “Playing every night, it's a
real addiction,” eaid Harlow. “I
come back from the road and
start to really miss playing.

“Poople are reaponding renlly
well to ua in other citics. The
firat tour we played (shows) to 1
maximum of 100 pooplo. Thin
time we've been selling out.”

Harlow has his own aspira-
tions for the future of The Go.
And they're sky-high. “1 hope
The Go turns everyone on with
purist rock 'n’ roll, the roots of
rock 'n’ rol] being Chuck Berry”™

Ia that too much to wish for?
Naah.

As our conversation winded
down, Horlow headed into the
brisk, windy Michigan evening.
He rushed off to visit his grand-
mother, Connie Orders, who
owned a flower shop in Birming-
ham. :

1 ask you, how rock stor is
that?

Go out and sec The Go when
they stop home on tour with Neb-
ula and Zen Guerilla, 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 30, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $8 in advance. Call
(248) 544-3030.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached at
(734) 963-2130 or ¢-mail at eca-
sola@oe.homecomm.net.

STAY TUNED...

When it comes to debuting in
Detroit, Rev can do it up right.
The band, featuring former
Plain bandmates singer-gui-
tarist Todd Price, bossist Mike
Dolunt and ex-Bponge drummer
Charlie Grover, opened a fiery
set for Lit March 16 at Saint
Andrews Hall and left the nudi-
ence reeling for more, Not know-
ing quite what to expect, the
crowd wns met with unbridled
energy, tight, smashing rhythma

and melodies that stick long
after the chords fade.

According to the Motor City
Music Foundation, the 2000
Detroit Music Awards is shap-
ing up to be a star-studded
event, with Kid Rock and
Twisted Brown Trucker set to
host. At 7:30 p.m. April 14,
Detroit's State Theatre will open
its doors to a limited number of
ticketholders and raise money

and the Motor City Music
Foundation.

Performers on the bill include
Robert Bradley's Blackwnter
Burprise, The Contours, a
reunited Rhythm Corps,
Parndime, Johnny Rodriguez
& The Fiery Latin Jazz Band,
Barbara Payton and house
band Howling Diabloa. Nomi-

nees will be honored in 11 cate-
gories and Disatinguished
Achievement Awards will be
given to The Contours, The
Frost, and the late radio person-
ality Dave Dixon. Sce detroit-
musjcawards.com lor morc
information.

— By Stephanie Angelyn Casola
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a magical
flight of the
imagination
MARCH 15
THROUGH
APRIL 9
WORLD PREMIERE
The artist, Marc (hagall, trans-
lated the Jales of the Arobion
Nights ko a serkes of briiant
Rustrations. Playwiight, Karim
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Qathedral of the Most Wlessed Hacrament
9844 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202
313.865.6300
Archdiocesan Festival Chorus and Orchestea
Norah Duncan IV, Conductor

performs
Keguiem
by
Guiseppe Beedi

Frances Brockington, Soprano
Dorothy Duensing, Mezzo-Soprane
Randall Reid-Smith, Tenor
Jolin Paul White, Bass

Suntlay, April 9, 2000 at 3:00 p.m.
Tickets: £10.00 adults, $8.00 seniors and

studen ts,

$12.00 all at the door.

To order tickete, send a sell.addresred stamped
¢nv¢‘ope. and & check or money order, pny-ltlr to

Cathedral Cultural Series, to the above address by
Saturday, April 1, 2000,

ON SALE THIS SATURDAY
MARCH 25 » 10 AM

for the road, stage
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