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plan public hearing, Community
‘Development Coordinator Rick
‘Lumpi told officiale the lower
amount may not be due to a fed-
'eral budget “cut.”

“What can happen is tbe fund-
ing remains the same, but the
number of programs funded
creases, so the allocation can
rcduced he explained.

Planning and Community
‘Pevelopment Director Dale
Countegan said the city will
‘have $413,000 in new funding to
qugment $215,000 from unused
funds, ns well as repoyment of
housing rehabilitation loans.

“Every ycar, (ecstimates for
loan repayments are) $20,000-
$30,000 under what we actually
receive. That'll help us because
we have a lot of necds out there,”
he said.

Lampi said city stafl members
carry packets of information
about the rehab program, which
tocludes grants, leans and loane
for which repayment is deferred
until a property is sold. The
department also produces a
widely distributed brochure.

The zoning department has
been o pource of referrals, Coun-
tegan eaid.

“When we sec insuca where

H The city works on 25
to 30 rehabilltation pro-
jocts overy yoar.

our preference is not to enforce,
we can recommend the housing
program,” ho said.

The city works on 25 to 30
rehabilitation projects every
year, which is the limit with cur-
rent staff and resources, Counte-
gan paid. The revolving loan
fund has grown to $1.5 million,
8o the city could continue the
program even without federal
funds, he added.

In addition to housing help,
which is targeted to certain cen-
sus arcus, the city will spend
$310,000 on capital improve-
ments, including badly needed
sidewalks along n stretch of
Inkster Road.

“There are some really tight
areas to deal with,* Countegan
snid of the project, which was
requested by Old Towne Home-
awners Association members at
last year's public hearing. “A
$100,000 (nllocation} may or may
not be encugh.”

This year

Construction along Eight Milo
Road, between Grand River and
Inkster, planned for this year,

the beginning of a two-to-
three year plan to improve the
area’s appearance, gimilar to the
Grand River project.

Funding is expected July 1,
but it will take months to com-
plete the design work. Counte-
gan nlpcclu construction will
begin next ap:

CDBG funds will pay for storm
drain improvements in two
arean, Spring Valley and Sans
Souci, in the goutheast corner of
the city. Residents requested
both projects, at costa of $100,000
and $60,000, respectively.

Projects

Along with residents who
spoke in favor of public improve-
ments, representatives from
Detroit Baptist Munor and
HAVEN (Help Against Violent
Encounters Now!) shelter for vic-
tims of domestic abuse testified
at the hearing.

Carol Ackerman of Detroit
Baoptiat Monor said the clderly
residents in their care have an
average income of less than
$800. The $12,000 in CDBG

For many people, the emotional distress that comes with a hospital stay
can be more unsettling than the physical condition and treatment itself.
Part of my job s to put you at ease the moment that you get here...

and to do everything possible to keep you that way.

Along with high quality medicai care, I dispense comfort and reassurance,
the spectal ingredients so important to your state of health and state of mind.
Whether you're here for a brief st2y, or a longer one, I'm here to attend to

your miedical needs in the most caring way that 1 can.

.

funding would help the Manor
continue work on its parking lot.

“Your help allows us to keep

our rent increases at a mini-
mum,” Ackerman said.
Though HAVEN nuffered a
losz last year whea a fire dam-
aged its rcaidential shelter,
satellite offices like the one in
Farmington staycd open to pro-
vido services, said President and
CEO Hedy Nuriel.

Now in temporary housing, the
organization expects to be back
in its original building in sum-
mer or early fall.

“In the end, when we go back,
it7] be better than it ever wos,”
she said, noting improvements to
handicapped accessibility and
wiring will be part of the project.

HBAVEN served 186 people
from Farmington Hills last year,
in a variety of programs from
sexual assault counseling to
treatment for batterers.

Hills officinls approved a tota)
of $6,000 for HAVEN, of ~hich
$2,000 will come from housing
rehabilitation and $4,000 will
come from $80,000 set aside for
administrative costs. The
$12,000 approved for Detroit
Baptist Manor comes out of
housing rehabilitation funds.
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Expanding Walled Lake
Middle School is one part of
the equation to rolve crowded
conditions in the Walled Lake
school district.

The board of education is
expected to consider a $2.1
million project that would add
seven classrooms and an aux-
iliary gymnasium to the eight-
year-old middle school on Pon-
tiac Trail. The board meets
tonight at 7:30 p.m. at the
Educational Services Build-
ing, 850 Ladd Rd.

The project would be paid
out of the district's Public
Improvement Fund, which
contains nbout $5 million, said
Sandra Motz, the district’s
business director. She said the
fund mainly consists of money
received by the district from
the Durant settlement, in
which 84 Michigan school
tricts sued the atate for under-
funding special education pro-

Superintendent James
Geisler said the expansion is
needed to relieve crowding at
the achool and to bring that
building up to the samo size
as Sarah Banks and Walnut
Creck middle schools.

Other plans to ease crowd-
ing ot Walnut Creek Middle
School are under way. To even
out the populations, the dis-
trict's Feasibility Committee
is embarking on a plan to
redistrict students from Glen-
gary Elementary tc Banks
instead of Walnut Creek. A
parent group is meeting with
the committee to revise the
original redistricting plan
before its presented to the
board of education.

Geisler said cnrollment at
Clifford Smart Middle School
is on target and Sarah Banks

School expansion
up for approval
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has space. As of a February 9
count, enrollment is 829 at
Clifford Smart; 909 at Walnut
Creek; 790 at Walled Lake
Middle Bchool and 716 at
Barah Banks.

The proposed expansion of
Wnlled Lako Middle School
includes a two-story addition
on to the east end of the
school, which would provide
space for two new classrooms
on each floor, said Chuck Kis-
saw, director of operations for
the district. He aaid the schoal
was designed for such an addi-
tion.

An auxiliary gym would pro-
vide apace for another teach-
ing station and two more
classrooma would be added to
the second floor, where rooma
are being used for other pur-
poses, said Kissaw.

Requests for construction
bids would go out within 45
days, if the board approves
the project. TMP Associntes is
working on the designs, said
Kissaw, and the conotruction
manager for the project would
be the George W. Auch Com-
pany.

The plan is to have the two
inside classrooms ready by
August, said Kissaw, and the
addition completed by the end
of January,

“It's a very, very energetic
goal, but we're (confident) we
can do it,” he said.

The building addition and
the redistricting plan will not
solve the crowding conditiona
forever. Geisler said a new
middie school will be needed
in the future, but the diatrict
must focus on these two solu-
tions first,

Any women out there
who want to play hockey?

Suburban Hockey of Farming-
ton Hills in conducting prelil
nary inquinies as te the feasibili-
ty of a fall hockey league for girls
12 and under, with all games to
be played at the Suburban
Training Center in Farmington
Hills and the Novi Icc Arena.

The league would adhere to all
Michigan Amateur Hockoy Asso-
ciation and USA Hockey rules,
which means there would be no
checking. The league would cre-

ate an atmosphere of competi-
tion at two convenient locations
for girla who want to play hockey
with other girls at their age
levet,

Those interested in such & pro-
gram should contact Amy Jones
at Suburban Hockey, 478-1600
and indicate their interest by
April 15, If enough intereat ia
received, & registration period
will begin immediately.

OWL presents speaker on school vouchers

The Farmington Chapter of
OWL vil} present o program on
school vouchers at the Farming-
ton branch library on Monday,
April 3, at 7 p.m. Janet Cooper,
president of the Michigan
A.CL.U. will discusa the impli-
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cations of the amendment the
state constitution which would
legalize taxpayer support of pri-
vate and religioua schools.

The meeting is fres and open
to the public. For more informa-
tion, call 243-474-3094.
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Putting A Face On Health Care.

28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hills, MI 48336-5933




