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at the Farmington Hilla Library «|
to learn more nbout contamina-
tion on the property, which is on
the southeast corner of the 11
Mile and Halsted intersection.

While thoy left with some
answers, questions still swirl
around the controversia!, 82-acre
property, of which 23 acres is an
abandoned landfil).

Tests ccmpleted by NTH Con-
sultants, hired by the city to con-
duct a bascline evaluation and
sdditional tests after the proper-
ty was purchased in 1998,
shawed petroleum compounds,
polychlorinated  biphonyls
(PCBn), chlorinated solvents and
heavy metela in the landfill itself
and in the existing coap, which
cavers all but about 30-40 per-
cent of the surface.

*It's, I guess, nothing shock-
ing,” Kitler said, despite the fact
that chemical levels exceeded
state stendards for drinking
water and physical contact.

He said he has seen similar
levels of contaminaticn in other
abandoned andfills. Kitler also
noted that scil borings might
turn up heavy concentrations of
certain contaminants io one area
and not another.

“It's largely from the fact these
materials were brought in o
truckload at a time,” he
explained.

Variations

Tests also appear to have vor-
icd results over time. While
higher levels of PCBs were found
in testing dono during the 1980s,
recent tests showed concentra-
tions were very low.

Kitler said tests conducted on
groundwater ground the perime-
ter of the property showed only
lead and inanganese in concen-
trations slightly above state
drinking water standards. Pond
water on the property showed no
organic compounds, but Jead nnd

Would you? Resident Maryanne Dunleavy asks the
DEQ re gresentau‘vc if he would choose to live at the

Eleven Pines site.
arsenic were found above surface
water protection eriterin,

“That's pretty typical for ponds
in southeast Michigan,” Kitler
said. *So far as human health
goes, the levels of mictala in sedi-
ment did not exceed standards
for human contact.”

Groundwater below the tund-
fill is contaminated with
petroleum compounds and met-
als, both in cxcesa of state drink-
ing water standards, Metals
were nlso found in pond sedi-
ment, as werc low levels of
organics, Kitler said.

Arsenic and lead appeared in
tests conducted on the Jandfill
cap, a soil cover that varies in
depth from non-existent to about
two feet. In addition, uncovered
areas may posc a physical threat
if glass or metal objects are
exposed to the surface, Kitler
said.

Concerned residents

He ahared residents’ concerns
about explogive gases on the site,
because during trenching work
done a3 part of the testing some
ganes escaped. However, the lack
of o cap would have nlready
causcd materinla that would cre-
ate methane gas to have broken
down, ond underground testing
has shown nio levels of concern.

Though clearly contaminated
and not suitable for all uses, the
landfill preperty could bo devel-
oped, ho added. Kitlor believes
teuts conducted vince the 1980s
show chemicals and metals in
the acil haven't migrated, and
the property has remained
undisturbed vince the landfill
closad in the mid-19603.

“It looks like the reaily bad
stuff ... is staying where it waa
put,” he commented. *{ think we

havo a handle on the extent and
nature of the contamination.”

Development

Although some uncertainties
will remain unresolved, Kitler
feels onough data is available to
start making decisions about
how the site will be developed.
‘That will include the advisability
of capping the landfill with an
impervious material end ensur-
ing whatever development
occurs won't further apread
existing contamination.

Resident Anthony Neely asked
what would hoppen to the cap
when the thousands of gallons of
water required to meintain the
golf course were poured over it.
Kitler said ccansultants would
have to perform some additional
studies to determine the effects
of watering.

City officials have said they
are no longer considering their
original plan te put mare than

.600 housing units and a nine-

hole golf course on the property.
They presented a modified,
lower-density development pro-
posal at another packed-house
meeting held last Thursday.

Homeewnsrs wanted to know
whether development seemed on
a faster track than mast, and
Kitler acknowledged it was mov-
ing along more quickly than
other brownficld redevelopment
projects he's zeen.

“Citica generally have a pro-
gram in mind by the time they
buy the lond,” he added. “it has
been o tad fast. The city has
beon quicker at getting the
data”

But City Manager Steve Brock
ansured residents the city was in
no rush, and they would have
many other opportunities to talk
and ask questions about Fleven
Pines.

“We want to do the right
thing,” he paid.
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Department of Psychiatry
& Behavloral Neurosclences

Neuropsychiatric Research Unit
Mood Disorders Studies

Manic-Depression and Major Depression are debilitating conditions
affecting millions of Americans

Symaotoms of mania may indude efevated mood, iritability,
decreased neegd for sleen, s ed thought, distractibility and
increased actvity levels Symgtoms of depression may mduoe
feelings of worthlessness, helplessness, weight or appetite change. -
sieep disturbances. sadness or crying spells, irritability, uverwhelmmg
quilt. lack of enjoyment, increased wormy and a sense of

nopelessness

The Neuropsychialric Research Unit, affiliated with the Wayne St
Unwversity Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Neuloscsences ls
currently 1ook|n? for adults (ages 18-65) to participa

pharmacotogical and brain imaging studies Al elxglble pomaoams
vall be provided with free medical and psychiatric evaluations and
free medication”

Your participation in the study may lzad to
the future development of more effective
and faster acting treatments.
1f you are Interested In learning more, please cait
(313) 745-3585 for further Information.
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