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Speaking to future candidates
at tho Costick Conter in Farm-
ington Hills Saturday, Skubick
thanked those who attended for
taking soma initiative,

“It scaroa me thero are not
enough peoplo who are willing to
get involved in the system,” he

said,

Which io not to say gotting
involved is casy, and Skubick
acknowledged medin types don't
ruake it much easier,

“My job is not to make you
look good, My job i not to win
the election for you,” ho said to
the standing reom only crowd
gathered for the *Money, Organi-
zation & Medin®™ seminar. “My
job as a journalist is to ask anot-
ty, difficult quostions that make
you thitk on your feet.”

Skubick proved his point with
a participant who had been
involved in o controversy over
bow-hunting deer in Novi. In
just a fow minutes, he'd shat-
gunned more than half a dozen
pointed questions, from at least
that many different angles.

“It’s not the first question that
I get what I'm leoking for,” Sku-
bick explained “It's tho sccond or
the third or the fourth. It's the
follow-up questious that get you
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it’s, instead of having three fac-
tions that don't work together, to
all be under one umbrella.”

She waa referring to the cham-
ber, downtown merchants and
Farmington Downtown Develop-
ment Authority.

“Quite frankly,” Flaharty eaid,
“tho chamber and DDA haven't
worked in partnership very well
together lately.”

Communication problems
between the Farmington Area
Founders Feat Inc. board of
directors and merchanta about
isgues reloting to the annual fea-
tival and parade fueled the
February re-formation of the
DFBA.

Floharty said she will discuss
with the merchants how tho
DFBA previously was a chamber
sub-committee, with bylaws ond
officera, from 1986 until 1998
when the association went dor-
mant. .

Last weel, the chamber board
of directors voted to diasolve
those provious bylaws, paving
tho way for a now agreement.

Flahorty said merchants
would not be required to join the
chamber to be active in the sub-
committee, although aeveral
already are members.

Benefits of hecoming a sub-

i Flaharty explained,
include the chamber’s ability to
“facilitate” meetings. In addition,
the chamber could handle time-
consuming legal matters and
paperwork needed for an organi-
zation to be officially recognized
by the state a8 a nonprofit group.

‘But morchants, after holding
Wedncaday's mecting, could
decide to sny no thanks and
remnin a *totally informal” vol-
unteer group, Flaharty added.

Weighiny the role

One of the association mem-
bers, Skip Rosenthal of Books
Abound, Tuecadny said he was
aware of the meoting, but not

aware that becoming o chamber
b- H was 1-but-fi

ized. Or anything close to it.

“Not to my knowledge,” Rosen-
thal said. *It's not been offered
yet. It's very informal.”

Rosenthal said ho hoped that,
if the apeculation was true, that
it would not have an impact on
the association itself. He said
merchants want to maintain the
asrociation, to kecp an active
voico about dawntown issues.

Morchants will woigh how
much of an impact, or role, they
would have staying on top of
those issuea if they wero o cham-
bor sub-committec versus
rempining independent, said Jeff
Paviik, co-uwner of the Farming-
ton Bakery.

But vatusble discussion of dif-
ficult igsuea likely would take a
different form if association -
now a community forum more
than anything clse — opta to
become n chamber sub-commit-

tee.

“If thoy wanted to take a posi-
tion on things, that would have
to go through our board of direc-
torn,” Flaharty said. “That point
is mado in 2 letter (sent by the
chamber to merchanta), Any pol-
icy or positivn would have to bo
filtored through.”

Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff Tuesday said it
would be a “great idon to bring
the Downtown Farmington Busi-
ness Association inte a commit-
tee statua.”

into trouble.”
. By brainatorming n list of
questions that could be trouble-
somse, eandidates can be botter
preparad for interviows. And
when bad nows hita, tetling the
truth from tho firat interview
will effoctively close out the
booka on it ~ a strategy Skubick
folt could have allowed former
President Richard Nixon to sur-
vive the political scandan) that
forced him out of offico in 1974,
“If you tell tho truth from day
one, how can we boat up on
you?” ho pointed out. “The quick-
or you make the story end, tho
better off you are politically.”
Though journalists and politi-
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ctans often closh, Skubick urged
candidates to develop a good
working relationghip with a
roporter hofore o problem arises.
*If you do have that ralation-
ship, you know you'll havo equal
access to toll your story,” he uaid.
“That’n all you can hope for.”
Skubick shattered the myth of
“unbiased” roporters and said
whot people should demand from
journaliots instoad io fairnces.
He suggeated tape recording
intorviews to ensuro a defense
when comments are taken out of

context end said candidates
ahould beware of the words “off
tho record.”

*“Onco the reporter turne tho
recorder off and tleass the nota-
book, tho {nterviow is not over,”
he snid. “From the time that
roparter wnlke through the door,
until the time you know ho ia
aafoly ot homo, in bed asleep,
yout arg on tha record.” .

Skubick’s bost advice about
whother to go “off the record”
rested on the level of truat
already cotablished. A reporter
might not use information
directly, but could uso it to got
statements “on the record” from
anather source, he said.

In this doy and age of seven-
second sound Lites, ho suid can-
didates should do what they can
to control an interview, taking it
ot their own pace, rather than
the reportor’s. In addition, it's
important to atick with the cen-
tra} messago of thuir carapaigaa.

Because Skubick hosts & pub-
¢ effaira telovision prograra on
PBS, ho offered the following
edvice nbout getting in front of
the camera:

1 For men: No whito sccks, no
pinkio rings, nuits rather than
sporta coots, regular tice and
over-tho-kneeccap stockings.

at all parisian locations
saturday, april 1, 2000

- doors open at 8:00 am!

friday, march 31, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at parisian downtown birmingham.

tickets are just $5, available at the store.
children 12 and under get in free. all ticket

saies henefit your local schoois.

present your ticket to
save 20% on all purchases’

including already low One Day Sale prices.

us enter to win door prizes

*Excludes Brighton, cosmetics, fragrances, gift certificates, great buys, special events
and watches in fine jewelry. May not be used in conjunction with any other coupons.

Sorty. wo cent meko price w0

CALL 1-800-424-8163 TO ORDER ANYTING STORI

coll B30-7500. CRARGE N} Parinian Ceedit Carrd, MactarCand,

HOUNRS: Lacel Pk, Ptace open Sun. 12-8, Mon.-Sat. 10-D,
FOR RIrDPAAATION Viza, tha Amevican Exproas® Card or DiscoverS,
LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE &4 LIVORZA, O THA CORKER OF HEWTURCH NOAD AMD S X185 FOAD (TAVK THE I FTTLE ROAD EXIT OFF INTRASTRVE AT0)

@ For wemen: Longer okirti;
or glacks, no gaudy jeweiry and;
drezo “approprintely.” B

¥ Ank fur a mirror before thi.
carneses start rolling. R

& Have someone elss wateh,
whils you speak and record yottry:
self, to cateh bad speech babisd
or meansyises. v

A Look at the host, not the
camern. H

B Ask for o glass of water;
which will slow down the convers
saticn and allow for n fow extrd.
seconds to formulots the answer,
to o difficult question. N
8 No sceryucker,

And finally, reluz ond hnvc.
fun. .




