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dny’s apring camp
workshop, “Money, Organization &
Media. The Nuts and Bolts of Running for
. Public Office,” could mean a boon to local com-
if these partici follow th h
and throw their hats in the political ring.
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters
and the Women Officials’ Network, as well as
the Farmington Observer, the workshop drew
approximately 60 participants of diverse
- races, rcligions, ages and political leanings.

Participants gct a taste of how to organizo a
winning campaign, how to finance a campaign
and how to deal with the media — or haw NOT
to deal with the media.

Questions flowed to the speakers, who
included Tim Skubick, a senior Capitol corre-
spondent based in Lansing and anchor of “Off
the Record,” as well as Nancy Dingeldey, Onk-
land County commissioner, and various cam-
paign managers. Farmington City Council-
woman JoAnne McShane also moderated o
panel of speakera on how to organize a win-
ning campaign.

We nlwaya encourage new blood in any
political race. That’s just a minimum require-
ment, b . Partici) in S day’
workshop are urged to take their interest and
enthusiasm and apply it to reality.

It is one thing to throw your hat in the ring;
it is another to know what you are talking
about. While we encourage newcomers, we
also expect that they have studied the isaues
confronting their particular community, that
they have, indeed, attended meetings and met
the players involved.

While the answer “I don't know” is fine ini-
tinlly to questions posed by the media and the
public, continuing ignorance on issues doesn’t
wash for the lang run. A good candidate is one
who speaks his or her own mind, based on
facts and underatanding of a community and
its issues.

There is equally nothing more suspicious
and grating than a candidate who is seeking
clection with an ax to grind or a candidate
-+ who is running on & single issue. Once that
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H There Is equally nothing more
suspiclous and grating than a can-

didate who is seeking election with .| .
who

an ax to grind or a candidate

Is running on a single Issue. Once
that issue Is hashed end rehashed,
there’s nothing more for that can:
didate to do.

issue is hashed and rehashed, there's nothing
more for that candidate to do. Communities
and voters are made up of more than one
issue, one concern. A bitter candidate leuves
voters just as bitter and less likely to cast a
ballot.

Because we live in an era of great mistrust

o comenconesn Ett Bl

of government, it ia i bent on didat

to be mindful of those feelings. Voters may be
titillated by the negative nuance and the dirt
candidates can dig up on cach other. But that,
too, is short-lived. Voters want public servants
with subatance, who know the community and
their feelings and who will do what is best for
that community.

Mailing out fliers and putting up lawn
signs may be an expedient way of getting your
name out there, But visiting voters is the only
true way to understand the essence of a com-
munity and its residents.

The 60-some participants in Saturday's
workshop are to be commended for their inter-
eat and their decision to take a risk. Politics i3
not casy and far too often the best candidate -
someone who can make a positive impact on o
community or public body ~ does not win.

We ask those who have taken the time to
enter a political race to be } ledgeabl
about the community and public bedy to
which they wish to be elected, but to also turn
to voters and listen to concerns. Many a politi-
cian forgets that he or she is being clected to
help conatituents and the communitics in
which they live.

‘National search is a must

] METRO AIRPORT

2 ayne County officials have a goMen
| WOpportum".y to do hing right at
" Metro Airport - for a change, Unfor-
- tunately, loud hints coming from the county
executive's office last week indicate just the
opposite.

Alas, when it comes to the morass on Merri-
man otherwise known us Metro, disappoint-

. ment more than shock describes our reaction
. to each turn of events.

‘We speak, of course, of the announced res-
ignation of Dave Katz, the county airports
- dircctor and top gun at Motro for the last two
years. And we speak of the apparent “plan”
{we use this term looscly) by Wayne County
-. Executive Ed McNamara to quickly name 2
" guccessor, without the benefit of a {mﬁnnal
-. search.

On Wednesday, Katz said he would be leav-
" ing May 1 to head up a golf center in Auburn
Hills that he co-owns with several partners,
necluding his bosa (McNamara).

I Katz's tenuro has been at best a mixed bag
* of hits and misses. He can be credited for at

" least having enough public relations savvy to
;" realize the airport'a image has been anything
- but world class and for attempting to do some-
" thing about it. Customor service agents aro
visible and helpful. Bathrooms and restau-
rants have been spruced up. But Metro still
shows up near the bottom of satisfaction sur-
veys among frequent travelers,

Even more troubling are continuing ques-
tions on the airport's internal workings, moat
notably how contracts are let. The issues of
' who gets airport contracts and the murky bid-
ding process aren't going away soon, with con-
" srruction of tho new midfield terminal head-

" ing toward completion and an ongoing investi-
: gation by the state legislaturs,

Given tho job as a political plum with no
airport i Ktz should perh be
cut some slack. Neither was he belped by the
dominance of Northwest Airlines as the sir-
port's primary tenant, a situation that hope-
fully will begin to change once Northwest
moves most of its gates o the new terminal.
But. as Jong as Wayne County oversees the air-
port, the McNamara'administration will get
the credit or blame fir what goes an there.
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.| users or county taxpayers.

H Worse yet, this hurry-up-and-get-
it-approved approach smacks of
another political payback In the:
works. Such a movo certalnly
wouldn't be In the best Interests of
alrport users or county taxpayers

concurrent national search for someone with
experience running a comparable facility
makes sense. Some national experts and local
lawmakers agreo.

“There are a lot of very good people out
there who would bring in an awful lot of good
ideas,” said Linda Green, vico president for
tho International Council of Airports, North
A ican Region, a Washi based trade
organization.

“QOur goal is to make Metro a world-class
airport. It should not be a training ground at
this point,” said Wayne County Commissisner
Kathleen Husk. Commission approval is

d, wh the chooses a8

airports director.

McNemara, though, seems set on finding a
local replacement for Katz ~ quickly. Staffers
and others associnted with the executive said
the process was well under way and the choice
would be revealed in a matter or weeks or
even daya. It will be someone with airport
experience they assure,

To which we ask: where? Flint? Willow
Run? Tiny M 1in Canton T hip?
Hardly the kind of background befitting some-
one asked to keep tabs on some of the nation's
busiest runways.

Worse yet, this hurry-up-and-get-it-

pp! d approach smacks of h liti
paybacik in the works. Such a move certainly
wouldn't be in the best intereata of airport

‘We can only hope the county commission
asks tough questions — and hoars the right
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No balance

ow disappointing to sce that the Observer
would publish an article, “Highmeadow
change prompts complaint,” on the front page,
no less, based on an anonymous letter.
This arlicle was published without any bal-

1 am a young person with high morals when
it comes to drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol,
They could have been driving in the car and
gotten into an accident and killed somebody or
killed themselves,

I think that wher. it comes to the stores in

anced information from those directly involved
in the decision. What exactly are the stan-
dards for verifying information before it is
published? Shame on you, I say.

To the individual who sent the anonymous
lstter, I ask, when was the last time you

Farmington, they should be miore on the look
out when gelling aleohol to people who are
underage because they could be putting some-
body else’s life in jeopardy.
Cheron Fresman
Power Middle School

attended a Parent-Teacher O
ing? We have a ibility to stay
involved and informed in our children’s
schools. I am a Highmeadow parent, and I rec-
ognize the challenge put before our teachers to
stay current with curriculum content and
delivery, as well as developing enrichment
classes which are relevant and effective for
our students. Communication could have been
more forth ing in this case, h 1
applaud the staff for problem solving their
need for education and consultation with an
innovative solution.
Our ity has a good r for

Keep him on

rmer Farmington Hills mayor Aldo

Vagnozzi has fought for many years to
improve Time-Warner's woeful cable TV ser-
vice to Farmington and Farmington Hills.

Mr. Vegnozzi has sought to repair und
replace aging equipment and to improve the
number and quality of the communities’
increasingly popular public access channcls.

Time-Wamer has resisted Vagnorzi's
efforts at every step, while conatantly raising.

supporting the schools. If there are issues to
be addressed, there are PTO organizations to
act ag liaisons with staff. Perhaps if we are
more active there, we can improve the commu-
nication batween home and school.
! Susan Feiten
Farmington Hills

More care, please

couple of weeka ago, I was on my way back
rom the movies on a Saturday night and
stopped at & local convenience store, While I
was waiting in the car, { saw one car pull up
on my right side and one pull up on my left
side,

On the right there was a teenager in the
car, On the left there was a young adult about
21 with a whole group of teenagers in the car.
1 saw the first tesnagor buy something from
the atore. Then 1 saw the young adult on the
left go into the store and buy three 12-packs of
beor. 1 think that the clerk at the store could
have easily Jooked out the window and noticed
that there was a group of und drink

iber rates and making enormous profits
on its cable i It is now proposing to
use ita monopoly power to actually reduce
public access and the money available to
upgrade equipment. Not surprisingly, the
cities adamantly oppose this.

Time-Warner’a latest ploy plays for time by
seeking ta remove Mr. Vagnozzi from his seat
as the city’s appointee on the panel that will
recommend a settlement of the long overdue
franchise agreement.

So thank you, Alda, for your long-standing,
tireless efforts to improve cable service to all
Farmi! and F Hills resid 1
also applaud the Far and Farmi;
Hills’ administrations and councils for stand-
ing by Mr. Vagnozzi's appointment to the
panel in the hope of obtaining a fair and rea-
sonable franchise agreement for cable sub-
scribera. Perhaps in time, with Aldo’a help, we
will finally obtain the first-rate, modern fiber
optic cable network this community desires
and deserves,

Mark Steckloft
Farmington Hills

in the car. Then I saw the man walk out and
get back into the car and start passing the
beer around in the car.
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OUR MisiN: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think abo.c community journalism
ina fundamentally different woy than our bigger competition. They consider themselves to be

independant from the stories and iti

they cover,

in to write the unusual or

{onal and then dashing off to cover

2hi;

elze, We regard ourselves as both accurate

" ~ before signiug off on a new di

The Observer belfoyes i of an
interim nirports director (the county alro hae
jurisdiction over Willow Run Airpert) witha
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Doing dtherwise will further tarnish one of
‘Wayng County’s potential jewels.

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

-~ Philip Power '




